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TO THE 


READER 


Courteous Reader, 


S 


Ome years ſince I was called upon by a Perſon of 
Quality, to acquaint her Ladyſhip with the rea- 
ſons of my Non-contormity: for it had been ſug- 
efted to her Ladyſhip, that I had none; but only was 
| ur by the Example of . ſome others, much reverenced 
by me, to tread in their ſleps, at all adventures. As 
if T had been one of thoſe mentioned by Origen in his 

firſt Book againſt Celſus, who choſe rw &11ov wivrlu to be 
of this Set and Party, not out of any ſound mind and 
gudgment, dn £>xbyp mi es but by a certain illogical hur- 
ry of determination without all deliberation. Upor 
this I was neceſſitated, to put pen to paper, and give her 

Ladyſhip ſuch an haſty account, as the time would per- 
mit : which was under the limit of five or ſix days. 
FT could not therefore ſearch into all things affording 
matter of ſcruple, they being too large and numerous ; 
but only ſingled out thoſe mentioned in my letter, as 

being next at hand, and moreover wology, and eaſie 

to be underſtood by her Ladyſhip, at”the firſt read- 


ino of them. A Copy of this letter, ſuch as it was, 


without adding, diminiſhing, or the leaſt alteration, 
was appointed to be printed about three months ſince : 


A 2 but 


——_—— 


| 


| The Epiſtle to the Reader, | 


but printed it was not a long time after ;, at leaſt Tfup- 
poſed ſo. But when I deemed mo ſuch matter, my Co- 
py was brought" wnto me printed, together with a prin- 
ted Confutation of it at the ſame time in Quzrto. This 
ſeemed ſtrange to me, but I being in that inſtant op- 
prejſed with bitter prief, by the death of a darling-Child, 
was not In a condition to”read it over, much leſs to 
juftifie my ſelf againſt it. And now within leſs than a 
week after, another ſecond Confutation was direfted to 
me; upon which I thought I had a. loud call,” notwith- 
flanding, my great indiſpoſution, to underta%e mine op- 
ponents, and- make good my reaſons againjt all their 
gainſayings. With what evidence of truth, I muſt 
leave you and others to judge, my ſheets are now ready 
for the Preſs, but when that will give them a more 
publique Paſsport, I know not. Farewell. 


October, 27. 
1679. 


ERRAT A. 


Age, g, The four laſt lines muſt not be read, p. 15,1, 3. que ta- | 


les, r. qua tales, P. 51. 1. 13. after the word likewiſe the 


word is muſt be pat in, P. 53. |. 20. after the word condition |. 
the word of muſt be pat in, p. 61. |. 33. Aucupare I, ancupari. | 


- Several other faults about the ſtops left to be corretted by the reader, | 
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A REFUTATION, &c. 


S.1R, 
Efore you would confute me, you thought meet to de- 
fame me, in theſe words , Being lately in 4 Bookſellers 
Shop, 1 met with a Letter pretended to be ywrit from « Mi- 
wifes toa Perſon of Quality, ſhewing ow Reaſons of his 

Non-conformity. And you add,. 1 have of tem obſerved: this humour Pay \. 
in ſome mean, but vain propley who daye not look wpon Perſons of Qua- 
lity, when they are yay a6. to talk of them with great familiarity, 
and as their pecultar Intimates and Confidents, But I anſwer 
Why ſhould you a Miniſter be ſo cenſorious and uncharitable, as 
to change one who 1s [tiled a Miniſter, and I ſuppole utterly un- 
known to'your ſelf, with Pride and Lying at the firſt daſh ? with 
Pride, in a vain humourof aſpiring unto acquaintance with Per- 
ſonsgsf Quality z with Lying, in pretending unto ſuch a familia- 
rity, when indeed there is no ſuch matter, The Printer, or ſome 
other, affixed this Title, for my Copy had none at all ; bur yet it 
is altogether truth ; though I have reaſon to bluſh, and crave par- 
don for being no more mannerly and Courtly in my Stile and Ad- 
dreſs to ſuch z Perſoun of Honour. By this, . and. what follows, 1 
obſerve in you a ſtrange Spirit, which I pray God:convince you of, 
and deliver me from ; a ſpirithaughty and -(cornful; bitter and re- 

vengeful, and yer elſewhere too too friendly and amicable. 


Str, You ſtile me Gentleman, again and again, ironically and 6.2.6.16. 


contemptuouſly enough ; and what I have written, you call it 
Stuff to impoſe upon the injudicious Rabble , and parallel it with p.2. 1.7, 


Poor Rebin ; and many ſuch opprobrious reflections you faſten up- 19,1. |, 


on it. This is pride and (corning 3 which cap never ſatisfi (a5 you 


would be thought to aim at) 4» honeſt impartial Inquirer, but p.2, 11>. 


much rather cloud his eyes from beholding, and harden his heart 
irom recciving, whatſoever can be offered (though with far more 
powerful 3nd perſwading; Otatory than your own) to change his 


mind, or turn him into another Path, 
B '$4-; 
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(2) 

Sir, You alarm the Magiſtrates and Governours to a jealouſie 4- 
gainſt us; wherein you luſhciently fignifie, nor only your grief 
and grudging at our preſent Indulgency, but alſo your deſire to 
have us made Examples for daring to mutter a word,and pleading 
on our own behalf, though purpoſely co ſhew that we are not 
wiitul, fanatical, and obſlinate in our non-conformity (which is com- 
monly obje&ted again(t us) but have in owr own apprehenſions in- 
ſuperable objections blocking up the way, and obſtructing us from 
complying. But what is it not enough that we are removed 4b 
Officrs & Beneficio, unleſs allo we be further perſecuted and torn. 
in pieces by the Secular Powers ? What muſt a w4 77, our utter 
ruine and deſtruction be the Epilogue ? This is bitter malice in ex- 
tremity, far from the good Spirit of God, which was ſeen in the 
u_ of a Dove, but never in the-appearance of a Y»/twre, or Bird 
ot Prey. 

as tou plead for the 2ruth of Apocrypha, yea of the moſt ex- 
ploded partsof it : here your fierce frowns againſt poor Non-con- 


formiſts ave turned-into [weet and gracious {miles upon the Roman . 


Party, as if Father Parſons, Campian, and {uch others, had your 
heart already 3 and you hereby intimate before-hand (if the Wind 
ſhall ever turn to that Corner, which God in his great mercy keep 
off ) how willingly and eaſily you could turn about with it into 
their Tents. 

Sir, You quarrel my Introduction, and charge it with the want 
of ſenſe «nd Grammar, but you ſhew not wherein, and I am pretty 
confident you cannot ; both the Synrax of it, and my mind in- it 
being plain and obvious toevery School-boy; but I well perceive 
the very firſt ſight of my Sheer, fronted with the moſt odious word 
of Non-conformity ({v great is your diſtaſt againſt us) immediately 
rufled your patience, and like the appearance of Purple or Scarlet 
before the eyes of an Elephant, put you preſently ia a paſſion , 
which miſted your underſtanding, and hindered you from diſcern- 
ing, what, to an unprejudiced perſon, would be moſt clearand in- 
relligible. 

Our great difference is in making a juſt Comment, and in find- 
ing out the true ſenſe and meaning of the words of the firft De- 
claration. Here by the way there is juſt matter of complaint, 
that the ſaid words ſhould need any Comment , for I look _ 

is 
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this Declaration (thus openly to be made before the face of God, 
and the whole Congregation) of the fame nature, and congene- 
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rous'with an'Oath'; w things ought to be expreſſed k 
cuouſly and evidently, the Raſen and iy Long | 
to every underftanding , 'and this, if poſſible, beyond all {cruple | 
or heſiration ; and not like De/ph-Oracles, with their meaning 
doubtful , intricate , and involved; and as occaſion ſhall ſerve, 
iZ 72976 quickly (to be turned from what at the firſt hearing 
they ſeemingly imported and intended. | 

' Youday Aſext and Conſent intend no_ more than Uſe and $ub- 
miſſion, and that this is all in effett which is required of the Con- 
forming Clergy : 1 with it had been ſo worded in the Declaration, 
and inftead of ſaying, 1 A. B. do declare my wnfeigned aſſent and 
conſent to all and every thing contained and preſcribed in and by the 
Book, entituled the Book of Common Prayer z, we might have (aid, 
1 A.B. will ſubmit to the uſe of all and every thing contained in, &c, 
Becauſe for peace ſake I can ſubmit, where I do not like and chuſe 
and in this ſenſe (notwithſtanding your ſcorn of « very wiſe and p.7-1-18. 
grave obſervation) I doyet take the words Aſſent and Conſent, and | 
_ removed from my firſt apprehenſion and explanation of | 
t . 

In the words of the Declaration there is an Agent, an a, the 

obje&t : The Agent is the Perſon or Miniſter declaring, and this 
rags war and ſincerely from his heart, the A& is this perſon 
his aſſenring and conſenting : Now this a& of afſentiog, as to the 
Party declaring, relates to his underſtanding , and as to the thing 
aſlented to, relates to the truth and righttulneſs of it : So like- 
wiſe again, the a& of conſenting relates to his will, and as to the 
thing conſented to, to the goodneſs, expediency, and behoofful- 
neſs of it, This is what you deride, and hold that the interven- 
tion of truth and goodneſs need not be ſuppoſed as a neceſſary in- 

redient to what we declare we afſent and conſent unto ; but in 3 
o declaring we mean and intend only this, that we will ſubmir ,.,.j.,;. 
to the uſe of all and every thing contained and preſcribed , &+c. 24. 
whether they be in their own nature (if ſtrictly examin'd) moſt e- 
ligible and 219 to be obſerved and practiſed, yea ornot. Now 7-7-5 
this your Expoſition of aſſent and conſent, 1 look upon as weak 
and faulty, no — up to the full purport of the words 
conſidered in themſelves, than to the purpoſe of the Law-makers, 

R 4 
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(4) 
who framed and injoyned them to be declared, For I take it for 
granted, that this Decl.ration was thus worded by the moſt Re- 
verend Clergy, Archbilhops, Biſhops, Deans, and ſuch other Di- 
vines, and t!iis too for Divines and Miniſters of the Goſpel to be 
declared by them, as the teſt of their worthineſs and meetnels for 
the Miniffcrial Funttion , accordingly therefore ſuch perſons 
may rationally and well be ſuppoſed to ule the words in ſen/s 
Theolcgico, 10 a Divine or Scripcural ſenſe, and not otherwiſe: 
Now 1n the Scripture phrale we tind aſſent and conſent, fully and 
alrogetker accurding to the expoſition which I have give: of 
them. As for example ſike, we have found this man 4 peſilent 
fellow, and « mover of Sedi:ion among the Jews and the Jews 4 
ſented, ſaying, Theſe things were ſo, Aſſented, that is, they avouch- 
ed whar Terrull.ss had witneſſed againſt Paul, was the very truth, 
S$h1ll not their Cattel, ani their [ubjtance, and every beiſt of theirs 


".. EG : 
wel 3+: le ors? Lit us conſent unta them, and they will awelt with us, 


Let us conſent unto them, that is, let us wilzagly and readily chuſe 
and imbr :ce their terms, ſince the end obtained by th-m will be ſo 
20d and gainful, ſo beneficial and profitable for us, Thus S. Paul 
laith, 184 19ck Ir the Law, that it 1s good, in 199%;, eo quod, or 
therefore becauſe it is good, Thus generally thele words are taken 
in the deſcription of Faith among Divines, who tell and reach us, 
that F.ith is made up of thele three parts, A(ſc»!, Conſent, and 
Affrnce, Faith, as it is aſſext , acknowledgeth and avoweth the 
truth and certainty of Goſpel- Revelation, elpecially concerning the 
XMe[/iab, and the promile. of life by and through him : Faith as it 
is conſent, imbr.ceth and receiveth the bleſſing and goodneſs of this 
promiſe, as mt beh1ofſul and advantagions unto us : And from 
hence is excired readily, chearfully, and thankfully co cloſe in with 
Chriſt upon his own Conditions and Propoſals, as the only way 
to happineſs: Faith, as ic is «ff «xce, reſterth and relieth upon the 
veracity of the Spzakzr, and ſtability of the Covenant to felici- 
tate our ſtate, and (zve us from all the evil and milery fin hath 
brought upon us. By what T have ſpoken, we may the berrer 
perceive the genuine force and meaning of aſſent 4x4 conſent , the 
Object of thele as now therefore offers it (eit to our conſidera- 
tion, Which I ſay (according to the Declaration) #s all and every 
thing contained and preſcribed in and by the Book intituled the Book 
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of Common Prayer ; whereas you, as a general $:/uo, [uppole the 
word Uſe to be the-next objzct or matter of thoſe a&ts on which 


they terminue; as thus, 7 aſſext and conſent to the uſe, or doing p 17. 
of all choſe things-conteined 1n, and preſcribed by, ec. Eat now 1s © ** 


this ſeemly or tolerable in a moſt ſolemn Proteltation, or an Oath, 
to have the, main miatrer of it brought ia oaly by the blind 
Wicket and back-door of a {uppoſition ? why was not this word 
openly mentioned and eſſed? why was it not enj»yned us 
thus to declare, / aſſent ———_ to the uſe ani ding of all and 
every thing contained, gc! How can we know the Law-malkers 
inteaded, or will admit of any ſuch a Swbaudai? What you men- 


tion as their Preface to the De: /aration is lumewhat, bur nor (uth- 6. 3.1.21, 


cient ; my Reaſon is this ; becaule in the Book of Common- 
Priyer there are Credends, as well as A2enda, things 0: Fait!1, as 
weli as of Pr:ctice ; yea, iome things oaly of Fith, aad not of 
Pratic: : Now I cannot but thiak' our Liw-m:kers in command- 
iag thi> D-claration, did 3s Zealoufly and caretuily delign the con- 
formity of our Faith, even, as of our. practice, :0 the Frame and. 
Model of Theology contained in the Liturgy: I am ſure, in 
right realoa, the ficit ought to bu aincd ac by them, before the 
laſt. and the lait ogly as' the reſult of the firlt, ualkis they thought 
all Conformiſts, {32,cx brui; Animals, rathercha rational Crea- 
tures ; ſurely they would nor thus reproach .them of their own 
Coar, who bear themiclves high upoa their own underftanding 
above others, and chink ic but juitice to be reputed the moſt: (a- 
picnt and jugicious among(t men, Ic appears by the wotul event, 
that more,chan a thouſand Non-conforming Miniſters could nur 
thus conſtrue the worgs of the Dec|aration, whe it: was firſt pur 
unto them, and required of them; which (with ſome other things 
nmandedy made them to.tura out, and loic all, rather than tote 
hz Souls, in doing what was clearly againt their Conſciences, 
that ir is not perverſenels and folly (wha:-cver you lay or think) 


| toſtick atthe words aJent ana (oſents but rather from the di- 


Rates of a ſound mind, wfluence 
Lord, | | | 
Sir, Far beyond my deſert, by. thz, goo4 Providence of Gad, I 
have had the fivour and countenagee, of fevegrit. grey Perſons of 
Quality, who luve received..me vary. lovingly and familiirly : 

This 


and. awcd by. the fear of the 


[= 
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' This I ſpeak (my Witnels is in Heaven) neither to vaunt my ſelf the 

with the glory of it, nor yet to put you under any difarray again the 

by the vanity of my pretenſ1onz” but \ro\. acquaint you with ſome- 2 

thing to our purpoſe in the. marter before as, A littke before the 9E 

black Bartholomew, one of the 'foreſaid in diſcourſe: enquired of M* 

me, what mine intentions were? and whither I would conform, £2 

yea or not? 1 anſwered his Lordſhip, ſuch things were requireq for 

and enjoyned, as I could not ſwallow, and therefore ſhould be ne- V1 

ceſſitated to march off, and (ound a Retreat. His Lordſhip ſeemed WL 

ro be much concerned for me, uſing many Arguments (as good as Pr 

ever I have heard or read from any) to reconcile me to a compli. We 

ance ; but perceiving me not to be overcome by them, while 1 3 

} urged ſome of theſe things now mentionedas a juſt cauſe of my 8" 

| efolings at laſt he ſaid with aſigh, / wiſh iz had been otherwiſe ; 00 

but they were reſolved either to reproach you, or undo you, Of which > 

E- wiſe and weighty Apothegm I leave you to be the Interpreter. W 

Was not Conformity contrived in ſuch a way and manner on 2P 
pyrpoſe, either to expole us to common: Infamy, as Perſons who 

would ſay, and ſwear, and do any thing, rather than loſe our Li- #7 

vings? orelſe to ruine and undo us, by turning us out a grazing ef 

in the woful wild of extreme poverty and want? About a year 

after another great Peer ordered me to wait on his Lordſhip, and Þ* 

propoſed ſomething to be done by me withreference to the Litur- ©! 

gy, which (as Ithought) in my then preſent circumſtances,having 

neither call nor neceſſity to do, I humbly craved leave of his ®* 

Lordſhip to be excuſed therein ; and ſpeaking, yet further, about 10 

the ſtrict and hard terms of Conformity, his Lordſhip replied, x ?”* 

confeſs 1 ſhould ſcarcely do ſo much for the Bible, as they require © 

for the Common-Prayer, Both theſe, I affure you, are great and VW 

| learned Noble-men, and as far from being Presbyterians as your 

ſelf, yet you may ſee their Reſentmenrs, as to what was com- %# 

manded, Gow! little they were pleaſed with ſuch high and rigo- ® 

rous proceedings, and how in the bottom of their hearts, hey 7 7M 

were rather the Advocates, than the Accuſers of the Non-con- © ts 

ſenters: Yea, I perſwade my lelf, that many among your ſelves ®P! 

| had (cruples more than a few, or eafie, and would then with all *Þt 

their hearts have declined the Teſt of aſſent «nd conſent, if by any 

other means they could have eſcaped the danger: it is well for *N 

them 
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them if they tentured-not their Conſciences, while they tendered 
their worldly intereſts and neceſſitics , but tochule todo it from 


- any free act of their own option and will, as what was deſired and 


delighted in by them (ſetting aſide ſome high Prelatical Church- 
men, who returned in anger and meditated retaliation) was not 
to be found in the Boſom of many z yet even theſe are called 
forth to declare their wnfeigned ay and conſent , &c. than 
which words, I know none more ſignificant of heart and good 
will, of love and choice,as to all and every thing contained in and 
preſcribed by the Book of Common-Prayer. For I pray, Sir, 
were you to expre(s your __ and affetion in any matter, 
and how your whole ſoul and mind is fully pleaſed, ſatisfied, and 
gratified therein, and this beyond all demur and exception z how 
could you more clearly diſcover your a4» i»/142vny, than by the 
bye merpens Of an unfeigned aſſent and conſent unto it ? for mine 
own part, I profeſs I know not : Therefore it is well remarked by 

ou, that aſſent and conſent, and approve, are words [ynonymous. 


ut you lay, Cannot we approve of the uſe of a Book, or approve of p-0-b.;. 


4 Book, as lawful to be uſed, as well as aſſent and conſent to the uſe 
of it? Yes ſurely : But you miſtake me, for I neither ca» _ 6,7. 
nor conſent, nor approve of the Book, or the uſe of the Book, (0 as 

hereby to witneſs mine own will or deſire for the ſame, yet 1 
can ule it in ſubmiſhon to Command, if I ſhall judge it not ſimply 
unlawful and finful to doit: I can, as I have ſaid, filently and pa- 
tiently {wallow down ſome Gnats, if my Superiours will have it 
ſo, but if I ſhall be required to ſay, 7 aſſent and conſent, and ap- 
prove of ſwallowing down Gnats , this alters the caſe, and now 1 
can no more ſwallow them down , than if they were Camels, 
Wherefore, eo nomine, upon the very account, as you inge- 


nuouſly confeſs, you would be a Non-conformiſt ro any Church in the p.z.1.29 


orld, Tam at this preſent to the Church of Exg/and. And up- 
on the {ame ſcore I thihk preſent Conformity harder than for- 
merly, the now Declaration being much more comprehenſive in 
its own nature, and taking in much more of our mind, will, and 
approbation, as to all and every thing recounted and ſpecified 
therein, than any foregoing ſubſcription , eſpecially than that 
mentioned by your ſelf inthe time of Queen E!;zabeth, wherein 
the Clergy were only required to ſubſcribe this promile ; 7 (ha 


read 
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(8) 
real the Service appointed plainly, diſlinitly, and audibly, that all 
[epic may hear an unacyſtand,, As for the Articles publiſhed by 
the Authorky of King Eawardthe VI. and particularly that con- 
cerning the- Book of Common+Prayer,/ with 'fub{cription there- 


unto, have nor (cen them, except ia your Quotation,! and- there- 


fore can lay nothing in the caſe,.one' way or other : but I have two 
Books of Common-Prayer printed in his days, the firſt abour the 


middle, the ſecond in the laſt year of his Reign, in neither of 
which 1s to be found any Rubrick a — the certainty of Chit- 


arens undoubted Salvation out of Gods word, though they are bapti- 
zea and dis beſcre actual fins ; there is not, I lay, onelyllable to 
the ſaid purpoſe 1n either of them. "Even this very ' particular 
would have rendred Subicription more facile and paſſable to me, 
hid I livedin thole days. As for the ſublcription of the three Ar- 
ticles in the time of King Fames, I acknowledge this was one, 
Qu1d Liber Publics Litwrgie, oc. That the Book of Common-Prayer 
contains in it nothing contrayy to the word of God, exc, Unto which 
I had rather, and thould much . ſooner ſsbſcrebe, than declare my 
unfeirned a{ſent and conſent (luppoling the fame Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer\ to all and every thing contained in, and preſcribed by 
it. Forthough I cannot prove ſuch and ſuch things t&hbe abſo- 
lutely contrary to, or againſt Gods Word, yer I cannor 


. preſently afhrm them to be according to Gods Word, either as 


expreſly revealed, or poſitively commanded by the Sacred Cp- 
non , which yet I muſt be able to do, before þcan declare wv ua- 
feioned aſſent and conſent to the ſaid particulars ; elſe I ſhould 
ſtrangely violate my Conſcience, and blindly ruth forward at all 
adventures, without all reaſon or- judgment. As for example, 
though I cannot ſay concerning Children baptized, and dying be- 


fore actual fin, that their unaoubted Salvation is abſolutely contrary. 


ro the ivord of God; yet never the more can I afhrm, that their 
wndoubted Salvation ts certain and expreſs by the ſame. There- 
fore though perhaps I might ſubſcribe to-the former, yet I could 
not declare my_unfeigned afient and conſent to the latter, 

One thing t:zke yorice pt in thele Subſcriptions, and I wiſhyou 
would alſo for your better ynformation ; we That aſſet nd ton- 
ſent, relate thnto the acknowledolnent br avhyuchipg q truth \ana 
gooantſrof the thinrk ;a bf an conſehred|to, as well as tothe 

ue 


. 
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(a) 


The Great Ends generally mentioned fur theſe Declarations and 
Subſcriptions, are Unity and Uniformity 1a the matters of Religion 
and Worſhip ; whereas the contrary effects of 4»imoſity and aiffe- 
rence have wotully followed hereupon, time after time, as we 
have ſeen by long and ſad experience in continual breaches and 
diſlentions, - There is, and will be, a judicinm diſcrerionts in every 

ſon, -who will be a Judge 4n his own concern contra G'ntes ; 
his own mind and apprehenſion ſhall and will dictate to him whar 
is right, and what is wrong, what 5s good, and what evil, both to 
be believed and practiſed by him ,z the greateſt Authority of his 
Superiours, and the wile(t Models of their deviſed forms for his 
devotion, in any wiſe notwithſtanding , nothing ſhall be able fur- 
ther to ſubjugate his thoughts to any 1dea or Syſtem of Service, 
than to what may be truly [aid to be his own, I mean according 
to his own underſtanding ; and therefore much les to an onenels 
and ſamenels of opinion'and judgment of it with thole that are 
above him (though commending and commanding it to be re- 
ceived and obſerved) meerly becauſe they areſo. Wherefore as it 
is the wiſdome of the Church to chule (uch a Creed, as all who 
ſtile themſelves Chriſtians do univerſally agree in, (o likewiſe it 
would be the higheſt prudence, to pitch upon ſuch a Declaration 
which all Miniſters might ſecurely and freely oſſext and conſent un- 
#0, without all ſcruple or heſitation, 2s the Teft of their Confor- 
mity,: I will not preſume 'to mention the nature and quality of 
fach an one ; but ſhall leave it wholly to my Superiours and Bet- 

ters: Andlet theſe, in Gods Name, enjoyn all Miniſters both zo 


declare and do whatfoever the Word of tres of them, to 


capacitate them for Church-work, and Tio more , then ſhould I 
expe&t Unity and Uniformity in all things of moment, with a 
peaceable toleration and forbearance m the reſt, to the glory of 
'God, andthe greatclt ecrfication of the Church, and — be- 

G Ore : 
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fore : Then alſo I would be among the firſt, who would humbly 
offer my ſelf as a Candidate to that high and holy Funion, 
though in the meanelt and pooreſt place of pretermear, 


But it is high time to come to particulars : I cannot approve of 
the Order appointed for the reading of the Scriptures , my reaſon 
was, becaule many Books of Apocrypha are commanded to be read 
for the Leſſons of the day, as the tabulous Legends of Tobit and 
his Dog, Bel and the Dragon, &c. while ſome Books of the Sa- 
cred Canon are wholly left out, cc. 


x 


; This I perceive touches you to the quick, this is confidence 
. þ-9.1.30. 4nd ST , this is matter of exclamation againſt our inve- 
p-I 1.1.2. nomed tongues and , and againſt our perſons as Phoriſaical 
15. Sechiſmatichs, and what not? I lee your zeal for 4pocrypha will 
?-13- cauſe youprelently to fly on the faces. of thoſe who ſhall dare to 
11- ſpeak a word in any diminution or derogation of ir, and this only 
t00 as it Rivals the Holy Canon : Yet ſay what you can in the 
juſtification of Apocrypha (how the ſtories therein were received 
p.19. by many of the Ancient Fathers for truth and reality, and how 
; {23- (ſuppoſing them fiction and fancy) profirable they are for inflrw 
tion, comfort, reproef, as the Parables of Chriſt himſelf , (ſo many 
4 by ſay, they can profit as much at a Play, as at a Sermon) yet A4po- 
hs erypha is Apecrypha ſtill, and thoſe very Books appointed ro be 
read, full of abſurdities and impoſſibilities, as I could eaſily de- 
monſtrate in ſeveral notorious circumſtances , but this would be 

attum azere, ſince it hath been ſufficiently manifeſted by 
FProteſlant Pens againſt the Papi/?sz here therefore I ſhall leave you 
to be cenſured andchaſtiſe&of all, who are not of the red Lecter, 
or looking thatway : As for mine own parc, I ran over the Ka- 
lencer, and ſawthere one whole Month together, vis, Offober,, 
filled 
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(11) 
filled with Apocrypha! Books, Forenoon and Afternoon, appointed 
for the Leſſons of the day , the ſame likewiſe in November, unto 
the twenty fourth day of ir, beſides what went before in Seprem- 
ber of the (ame kind, while ſome Books Canonical are wholly left 
out , which I did not approve of, neither can I find any thing of 
better information from your ſelf ro change my mind: and the ra- 
ther, becauſe I am fully per[waded ſome parts of Scripture are 0- 
mitted and ſhut out, which contain in them more to the profit 
and edification of the Hearers, than all the Books of Apocrypha 
put together , yea, it were little leſs than a Blaſphemy to ſay and 
think otherwiſe : Let us not preſume to be wiler than God, But 


you ſay, Nothing of Apocrypha is appointed for Sundays ; whoe- p.9.1.29. 


ver laid this to your charge ? Yet if you ſpeak truth, then ſome 
of your Miniſters are not well skill'd in the order ot reading, who, 
as I am told by Ear-witnefles, do ſometimes on Sundays read out 
of Apecrypha z whether they then read according to the common 
Monthly Kalender, and not according to the proper Leſſons ap- 
pointed for Sundays, or whether they !o read when an Holy-day, 
whoſe proper Leſſon is out of Apocrypha, falls to be on a Sunday, 
when there 15 proper againſt proper, and the Miniſter left at dil- 
cretion which of the propers he will chuſe, I ſhall not trouble 
my ſelf about it, but leave it in medio, to the wile and learned in 


the caſe, You ſay in our Contenticles we read little of Scripture , Þ-9- [.pe- 


indeed too little ! Pudet hec opprobria nobis, and wiſh it were 0- 
- therwiſe with all mine heart ; for I am as far from aſſe#ting 4nd 


conſenting to any ſuch omiſſion and neglett, as I would be to a!l and 
every thing contatned in, and commanded by the Book of Common- 
Prayer*; Should I be required to give my approbation of this 
fault, orelſe could not be admitted into Society with them, I 
would rather bear their Excommunication, and like an Hermit 
ſerve God in the Wilderneſs by my ſelf alone, than joyn my ſelf 
to them. So vaſt a difference there is between being in Commu- 
nion where faults are (for what Church is free from them ? ) and 
owning thoſe faults ; yer, making ſuch an owning and approba- 
tion the Lydius Lapis, whether we are fit for Communion yea or 
not. Now this 1s the very caſe of poor Non-Conformiſfts, with 
thoſe who have outed them. Bur to return, Recrimination 1s no 


Self-juſtification : beſides, in moſt of our Meetings, there is .on 
C 2 Lords: 
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Lords-days, at leaſt, conitant reading of the Scripture, belides the 


Expoſition, and giving of the (enle of it, with much eare and 
pains, to the editication of the Hearers, ; 

I cannot approve of the Order appointed for the Miniftration 
of Baptiſm, becauſe of the ſtrii? requiring of Godfathers and God- 
mothers to ſtand as bounden Sureties and Undertakers for the Child, 
iz, that he ſhall renounce the Devil, and all his Works, &e. 
You ſay, Goafathers and Godamothers are wot ſo ſtrictly required as 


, to make it eſſential to the nature of Baptiſm, as is evident in pri- 


vate Baptiſm, which is declared valid without it, I never objected 
any ſuch effential ſtrictnels , this therefore is meer impertinency : 
Yet reading over the Miniſtration of private Baptiſm, as it is ap- 


pointed to be further and fully compleated by the Miniſter, there: 


I' find Godfathers and Godmothers interrogated, and fully ,in- 
gaging on the Childs behalf, as well as in | But ſuppoſe 
Godfathers and Godmothers are not called upon in private Bap- 
tilm to make ſuch a promiſe; this is only in a rare extraordinary 
caſe of extremity, and out of the general uſual road : we know 
ſome others, in the like exigency, will grant a greater liberty , ſo 
much do they attribute to the Opus Operatum, that they will give 
'eavetothe Midwife to baptize, rather than fail : One Swallow 
makes no Summer. Herein alſo you run from the matter in hand. 
I ſay, Godfathers and Godmothers are uſually brought to the 
Font to avouch a great untruth, for though they make ſuch a 
{olemn promiſe on the Childs behalf, they ſeldome perform it. 
This you fully ackwowledge paſt contradittion, but charge it as a 


20. fault upon the Godfathers and Godmothers, and not at al/ wprn 
he Conſtitution , yea, you highly applaud the pradence and pety 


23. of the Church in taking ſach a care for the vertuous education of 


* the Children baptizzd, But quo warranto? who hath authorized 


the Church to lay ſucha charge upon any, befides the Parents 
upon whom Gd has laid it? and if upon any, why upon thoſe 
who are called Godfathers and Godmorhers, rather than upon 0- 
thers of the Congregation, who are all eye-witneſles of the bap- 
tizing of the Child, as well as they ? As we may not make more 
fins than God has made ins, ſo neither more duties than God has 
made duties : why therefore in particular ſhould weimpoſle the 
duty on Godfathers and Godmothers, to look to the well education 

of 
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(13) 
of the Child baptized, when God has not impoled it ? eſpecially 
we may not do it, where the fulhilling this duty is an utter impol- 
ſibility, as ſomerimes it talls out in the matter before us, Some- 
times p_ are Surenies for Children by their Proxies, them- 


ſelves living in another Country , how can theſe fee the [aid Chil- 
dren vertuouſly browght up, when they never ſee them ? Sometimes 
Boys and Girls ftand as Godfathers and Godmothers tor the Infant 
at the Font, thele are very likely to make good their promile, 
when they are (carce in a capacity to underſtand what they lay 
ſo far are they from a right apprehenſion of the matter they 1n- 
gage in : Whereby it appears, that the great care of the Church 
tor the health and ſafety of thole ſhe receives into her Boſom, 
(which is ſo much {poken of, and magnitied) is no more than a 
meer pretence, and dwindles into a forry ſhadow of words and 
names: For if there was ſuch a true and real care as 15 given our, 
and vaunted, why will ye, the Miniſters, admit of any tuch, as I 
have now mentioned, to be Godfathers and Godmothers ? ye ex- 
cept againſt none, that I hear of, And why will you lay a charge 


- upon theſe, of doing what in reaſon ye cannot but be convinced 


they are not in a condition to perform? Verily, if a man ſhould 
judge according to your Quotidian practice, I ſhould be prone to 
believe, ye your ſelves icarce think it an abſolute neceſſity, for 


' Godfathersand Godmothers to perform their Font-promiles ; for 


ſerting aſide only what is there barely read before them, I never 
met with any Book, Sermon, or Dilcourſe, wherein the duty of 
Godfathers and Godmorhers is prefſed upon them, with reference 
to their God-chuldren, nor any thing to mind them of cheir Obli- 
gation, or move them to the fulfilling of it : Who therefore can 
1magine ye think it much material, further than the Pomp and 
Ceremony of their appearing, whether ſuch Godfathers and God- 
mothers look to:the good manners of the Children baptized, yea 
or not? If men and women 'were throught convinced by the 
Word of God, what great Bonds they lye under by being God- 
fathers and Godmorhers, according to their own oral proteſtati- 
on, and form of ſpeech there dictated to their hands, notwith- 


ftanding what you {peak of the eaſineſs of the performance of the p. i; 
promiſe, it would be hard to find out ſuch voluntary Stipulztors, (1, 2. 


or collateral ſecurity in the caſe ; but the Miniſter and his Clerk 
thoutd 
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ſhould be neceſſitzzed to underrake that. Province from time to 
time. 

Again, 1 {#4 not of the Order appointed for the Mini- 
ſtration of Baptilm, becauſe rhe Father of the Child i5-left ont, 
net mentioned and taken notice of at all inthe publick Stipulation, 
as it he had no concern ia it, though it 1s his proper place to un. 
dertake this charge for his own Child, according to the Law of 

-- 14. God and Nature. with tbe higheſt ſcorn you juſtifie this why, by 

'++5- theſimilitudeof a Debtor, and Sureties bound with him tor an 
hurdred pounds : But I never yet ſaw ſuch a Bond, where the 
Principal, and indecd the {ole Debtcr, is not expreſly, and in the 
firſt place named ; for if he be not expreſly named, how can any 
notice at all be taken, that the Money was lent unto him, which &, 

p-14 as you know, your own conceſſion? yea, if he be not expreſly na- 

[.3 med as a Debtor, in point of Law, he has nothing todo with the 

: Bond, or the Bond with him ; which yet is the thing you would 
; expole me for, Your compariſon affects me not, nor makes againit 
me, but rather on my fide: For let the Father be the chief Deb- 

tor to bring up his own Child in the nurture and admonition of 

the Lord, and ſome of his Friends (I mean Godfathers and God- 

mothers) be Sureties with him, that this Debt {hall faithfully be 

paid and diſcharged ; ſhall not this Chief, and indeed ſole Deb- 

tor, be called upon, and that too in the hrit place, to pay his 

Debt ? In right reaſon he ſhould , and you your lelf would be of 

the ſame mind, were you in ſome great Bond only Collateral Se- 
. curity to a Friend, and this too 1n little more than a Comple- 

ment, Now therefore that the Principal and ſole Debtor is not 

once mentioned or called upon for the payment of the Debt, bur 

only the Collaterals , this is my Exception, and | think not with- 

p.14. out cauſe, But you ſay, Nature and yo. ps call upon the Princizal 

!.13, Debtor, viz. the Father of the Child, ana that is ſufficient , without 
any further Call from the Miniſſer, I know what you would re- 
ply in the caſe, bur I am not lo ſpirited. Nature and Religion 
call upon us to keep the Moral Law, or ten Commandments , and 
then Miniſters Call to keep them 1s needleſs, and out of 
doors. This is to make compeſita to be eppoſita: The more Obli- 
gations are upon us from Religion and Nature to fulfill any duty, 
the more ve are to be called upon by Arguments out of thole To- 

picks 
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picks to perform the ſame; and all little enough: H not always 
0 Nature, yet always Religion does bind Godfathers and Godmo- 
2 thers que tales to perform the promile made on the behalf of the 
bs Child baptized, for if it be not from Religion, there can be no 
£ rye in thecaſe; yer the Church thinks not Religion enough to 
ln, bind them, without the further help of additional Exhortation : 
N- why therefore ſhould not the ſame be thought neceſſary ro the 

Father himſelf, to bind him allo to his duty, notwithſtanding any 
Yy preceding Obligation of Nature ? 
an I approve not of the Sign of the Croſs, nor that Sacramental 
he myſtical way of ſigning with this Sign, as if baptizing with 
he Water in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
oe 4 ly Ghoft, were not (ufficient , bur moreover, the Sign of the Croſs 
B, needful, to bind the Conſcience, and confer the Bleſffing. You 
1a- lay, The ſum of my Argument againſt ſigning with the crof; is, be- 
he cauſe leſt by 4 perverſe interpretation it may ſeem to the vulgar pev- | , J. 
Id ple what it is not, and what 1 my ſelf dare not affirm it to jA : bur 
iſt os herein you are either wilfully blind, or grofly in the dark , for 
b-' though I mentioned my tear, leſt the ation then done by the Mi- 
of niſter ( for then the Prieſt ſhall make « Croſs upon the Childs Fore- 
d- bead) and the words then uttered by him, (ve receive this Child in- 
be ro the Congregation of Chriſls Flock, and do ſign him with the ſion 
b- of the Croſs, in tchem that hereafter he ſhall not le aſhamea to con- 
ns feſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified, and manſully to fight under his 
ot Banner againſt Sin, the world, and the Devil, and to continue Chriſts 
> faithful Souldier unto his lives end) might be raken in a wrong 
le- ſenſe, and miftaken by the generality, and do fear it ſtill; yer the 
1ot preſumptuous addition of the Croſs ro Baptiſm, and this too af- 
Put <+ter the manner of another Sacrament, the deviſed Sacrament of 
th mantothe inſtituted Sacrament of God wasthe grand cauſe of 
pet myexception againſt it: for if we may add at our pleaſure the 
out Signof the Croſs, why not alſo with ſeme others Cream, $alt, and 
re- Fpittle; yea, whatloeverelle the daring invention of man hill 
wn think meet to deviſe and conjoyn? Who, in this caſe, ſhall (et the 
nd limits, and ſay, Ne plus ultra? As for mine own part, I would 
: of ſooner yield-to have my Child baptized with Cream, Salt, and 
bli- Spitrle, yea, though Snow and Sope alſo were pur into the L1- 
ty, ver, than to have it ſigned with the Sign of the Crols in {uch a 
mylticl 
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myſtical manner, We are neither to add nor diminihh in the mat- 
ter of Gods Worſhip , and-particularly this; holds good in the $2- 
cranicnts of the Golpel, which in their own pature are Signs: and 
Ceremonies z wheretore1t we ſhall arrogate-to our (elves the li- 
cenle of adding Sign to Sign, and Ceremony to Ceremony, in {o 
doing we boldly let Threthold againit Threſhold, and proudly u- 


furpno lels than the place and Dictatorihip of God himielf, This 


likewile more than faintly and covertly ſpeaks the Baptiſm of 
Water to be lame, and wanting of 4t ſelf alone , which 1 tave the 
courage to ſpeak out in the bearing of all, according to your tom- 
24nd, yea, I promiſe you, if you will be at the charge 10 pro- 
cure me one of Sir Samuel Morelana's Stentorean Tubes, I will 
take the pains to goup to the Moaument, and at the top of it I 
will trumpet it out as a truth all over the City ; aad it I could, I 
would caule 1t to ring and eccho from one end of the Nation to 
another : Why elle 1s this dedicating ſign of the Crols, at the 
time of the Intants Dedication, by waſhing in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, thought ſo neceſlary; and conſtant- 
ly co-appled ? But'you have 4 Church-Canon by, you, mounted 
and bent on purpole to diſcharge upon me, prom'd with the Rn- 


_ brick, and ready to give fue, upon all occaſions, with a loud con. 


trary report : Well, beit ſo ; yet after all, jt is but brutum fulmen, 
I mean only jroteſtatio contra faitum,and therefore ipſo fatto void, 
and of none effect, As it you thould vow and proteſt you -were 
no Idolater, and yet.at the {ame time worſhip a.Cr«cifix, adore the 
Hoſt, or bow your knee to the Image of Baa/, You indeed bap- 
tize the Child with Water in the Name of the Father, $on,-and 
Holy Ghoſt ; and you ſay, the Child ſo baptized, 1: lawfully and 
ſufficiently « gy ; yer notwithſtanding, at the fame time, you 
ſign him with the ſean of the Croſs, tm token hereafter he [ball not 
be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified, and manfally 
figbt under his Banner againſt Sin, the world, and the Devil, oc. 
Now this is the an{wer of a good: Conference, and the main End 
and Obligation of Baptiſm, /as te the: party baptized, which the 
Crols, and the {igning him with that ſiga (3nd not wathing a- 
lone) mult at leatt miad him of, if. not tpirit him 1n, and ingage 
him to. with. the grexteſt manhood and: courage ; elfe hgning 
with the ſign of the Croſs is a meer in{ignthcancy, and a _— 

ous 
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lous nothing, Enti2 non ſunt multiplicanda ſine neceſſitate, What 
nd need the Croſs, 11 waſhing with water could (ufficiently bring a- 
ti- boutits own ends? The Crols therefore, as it is there uſed, loud- 
= + If _— » walhing of and by ir (elf incompleat, and im- 
big " Soaking was ſpoken further by me, about laying afide the uſe 
of and cuſtom of ſigning with the ſign of the Croſs, to diſtinguiſh our 
the ſelves from the 1aolatrous Papiſts, who (uperititiouſly adore the 
-m. Crols, fooliſhly, fondly, and wickedly (igning themſelves with ir, 
ro. Uponevery occaſion, putting no little confidence in it, to free 
yit1 them fromevil, and to furni.h them with all good, But upon 
ir'} this ſcore, to leave off Croſſing, you call it vanwy and affect ation, p. 1», 
| 1 Which is peculiar to the Phariſees, ana ſome other people who are very 1.21. 
to {fe them, lunderſtand your Elegant Periphralis, and the bitin 
the Sarc:\mein it: On how ſweet are your lips: Honey and Mi 
the arc under your tongue z yer what is therealon of all this rancour 
and bitrernels ? what is the c1ule ye qnnot ſpeak peaceably of us, 
ted Ortous? what 15 our deſert ? what our provocation ? are we not 
tu. Abaſed (ufficiently ? have ye nor all in poſſeſſion ? do Fe Envy Our 
ho, _ and breathing amongſt you ? Death hath eaſed you of ma- 
2 Ny of usalready , and cannot you quietly expect a little longer, 
jig. and we ſhall all retire, and trouble you no more? 1 grieve, and am 
exe fadtoſee you of this ſpirit, but rejoyce and am glad my Soul is 
the Dot under your power ; for if it were, I might tear unplacable 
wrath, never to be appealed, would never forgive me, neither in 
wF this world, nor in the world to come. But ro come to our buſi. _ 
oy nels, you lay, / am much miſtaken in the temper of the Church of 4 _ 
Eng «nd, (verily I am not at all miſtaken, for I lee it evidently in | 1, 
Y'® her Children, the Sons of the Church, eſpecially if all be of your 
wa tempcr) for the Church of England neither dares any thing, nor 
WY leaves any thing undone, meerly for a note of diſtinition and ſepa- © 
- ration, 1 know not what weight and ſtreſs you put upon the 
h word meyrly, orelſe as good a Church, and better than ever the 
ne Church of Enzland was, notwithſtanding its Grandeur and Glo- 
a ry with the Pomp of that name, has (and that too by the counſel 
BB and command of infinite wiſdom and reaſon) upon the account of 
Ng Jiſtintion and ſeparation trom others, not more idolatrous and lin- 
© ſuithan the Papiſts in their worſhip, left off ſeveral Rites and Cu- 
has D toms 
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ſtoms, not only ſintul and unlawtul, (fo tome will dire to (ay of 
ſigning with the Crofs) but in them{el ves otherwiſe .innocent and 
harmlels. I have a moſt unhappy memory, and cannot recover 
the nime of the Author, a Chriitian F-w, who apodictically, and 
moſt elaborately dilcovers.that many things were directed in their 
L1w by God, both to be done and left undone by the Nation of 
the Fews, chicfly to dilvle and take them «ft from the ways and 
practices of the Genr:l-s that were round about them. Bur let in- 
fallible truth be the judge 1n this matter, Le: zt, 18. 3, Aſter the 
doings of the Land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, ye (all not ao , and 
after the doinys of the Land of C:naan, wh:ther 1 bring you, ſhall 
7 nit do, neither [all ye walk in their Ordinances, Then Moſes, 
all along the Chapter, cnumerates many of thoſe Heathenith do- 
ings, from which the people of God were moſt religiuutly to ab- 
ſtain : butin the next Chapter tlJowing lume other things are 
menti ned; which in themle!ves ablolurely conſidered, were net 
ther ſinful nor unlawfil, yet upon the (core of Non conformity, 
were forbidden them, ver. 27. Ts {hall not rouna the corners of 
your Heads, neither lalt thu mar the corners of thy Beard, But 
why ? what evil init? Az/z[worth gives us the true reaſon of this 
Inhibition ; This, faith he, is I1kely to be the manner of the Hea- 
thens, eſpecially in their mourning, as theſe Laws compared with, 
Chap. 21. v. 5. ſeem toimply ; and he brings in the Authority of 
AMaimvmnides , in theſe words, Jt was the manner of 1dolatrous 
Prieſts to may their Bearas, therefore the Law f{orbiddeth to may 
the Beard, So again, v. 28. Ye /lall not make any cuttings in your 
fleſh for the Dead, nor print any marks upon you. The aforelaid 
moſt Lexrned Expoſitor here again, out of the ſame Maimonides, 
informs us, what thele prints or marks were ; viz. when one did 
cut open his fleſh, and filled the cut place with Stibium, or with Ink, 
or ſome other colour ; and this was the cuflom of the Heathens , and 
particularly this they were wont to do in ſorrow, and mourning for a 
S ul departed, as itisin Tharpum Fonathan\, Now from theſe, and 
other like Heathenifh Rites, God will keep hz” people, and therefore 
it 15 ſaid, Ye [hall net make any cuttinos in your fleſh for the Dead, 
I could erfily produce much more to the ſame purpoſe, bur I think 

it needleſs, 
I excepted aguinft what is annexed at the end of the Sacra- 
ment g 
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= ment; 1t is certain by Gods word, that Children which aye bapti- 
and zed, aying before they commit attual ſin, are undoubtealy ſaved, 


You ſay, Hid you £ mind, you might ware the diſpute : Surely it 
__ would be your prudence fo to do, for though you affirmit eve \ 
ny dently to be the Doctrine of your Church, a5 appears from the Himi- | ||, 
lies, and ſeveral paſſages in the Office of Baptiſm it ſelf , yer Iap- p18, 
the prehend it beyond the wiſdom and learning of 31l the Fathers and 
Sons of the Church together, to make good the Enunciation, e- 
ſpecially it being ſoindefinite and unlimited, concerning the Chul- 
ſes dren baptized, without all reſtriction, and yet ſo politive and pe- 
4 remptory.in the Predicate, I called for the #'; out of Gods 
Word. viz, wherein I might be ſatisfied, beyond all doubt, ot 
_ Chriſtened Childrens Salvation betore actual fin: You ſhould 
have deſigned the Holy Page, this had been a direct and ealic 
way of Confutation, by which I muſt have been convinced and 
ſilenced, and there had been. an end cf the Conteſt : But I lee 


44 you cannot bring your proof, ncr indeed offer any thing hike un- 
id to it out of Scripture , whercfore my Objection 1s juſt, and I lup- 
«AY ole unan{werable, Secret things belong unto the Lord, and 
th, ſurely the Salvation of Infants, even as of the Adult, is inter ar- 


af cara, one of Gods Secrets : Why therefore ſhould any preſume to 
intermeddle with it, and confidently pronounce concerning the 
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= whole Genus of ſuch a ſort of Infants, rhat they are all undoubtea- 
_ ly ſaved? Though they are young, do they not make a num- 
ry ber in computation ? uw hich if they do, certainly their number 
os is great, very great, eſpecially if that Obſervation be true, that 
5 . » . 

lid well nigh nalf of all byyn and Chriſtned among us , depart 
n this hf: before they have committed actual fin, Thele are a 
FA {warming multitude, and yet ſhall all theſe undoubtedly be (a- 
"M ved? Far be it from me to limit the grace and mercy of God 
=" yer meth inks, even from this conſideration, we have ſome ground 
_ of a contrary luſpition out of Gods Word,” arleatt of ſuſpending 
4, our judgment in the matter before us. Fr theugh the number of 
ik the Chiidrem of lirael be as the ſand of the Sex, a Remnant (ball 
be (awed; Rom. 9g. 27. There are few that are (avei; only a 

_ Remnint, a litr'e end of the whole Piece, ſome few choice ones 
bo only among thoſe who are ſtifed the 1{r2e/ of God. ſhall be thought 
worthy of eternal life, But I forbear to bring in any new Ob- 

/ D 2 iections, 
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(20) 
jetions, only give me leave to ask you this queſtion, How you 
can fuirly wave this diſpute ? how can you think it not incumbent 
upon you to mate good the Aſſertion, and juſtifie what you have 
aſſented and conſented unto? You tell me upon what account, 
Becauſe thouzh it be contained in, yer it 5 not preſcribed ly the Book 
of Common-Prayer ;, that i, it is never to be uſed, and we aſſent 
and conſent only to the uſe of thoſe things which are both contained 
in, and preſcribed by that Book, This word both, thruſt in by your 
ſelf, as you imagine, gives you your quiez#s eff, Hirtherto I have 
tzakenyou tor a Divine, but now one would think you ſome cun- 
ning ſubtil Lawyer with your Tricks and Quirks , you have 
found out an unexpected Loop-hole to eſcape, and baffle your 
Bond, which hath loſt all force and vertue of Obligation in ſenſu 


» diviſe, b:cauſe it only binds in ſex» compoſito, Yer pardon me, 


Sir, for I muſt aſſume the liberty to keep this Yoke itill upon 
your Neck, ſhake it off how you can. But how ? Thus, You 
dare not but acknowledge that the grear and leirnzd Sages of 
the Church, who compoled and worded this Declaration, were 
compotes mentts, and underſtood what they did better thin your 
felf, or any (uch Expoſitory and therefore had, as it hath been 
ſhe +n already, when they put in thele words, aſſent and conſent, 
into the ſaid Declaration, credends as well as agenda in their 
thoughts and intentions, they had equally an eye to both thele 
in the time of the compoſing it. Beſides what is there (poken 
for the clearing of this truth, | am now further confirmed i my 
Opinion by the two following Participles, contained in, and pre- 
fſeribed Ly, which very naturally, and almoſt neceſſarily, anſwer 
the foregoing Subſtantives Aſent «nd Conſent, to ſuch an end and 
purpole , as thus, 7 declare my unſeirned aſſent to all and every 
thing (45 truth and right to be believed) which is contained in the 
Book of Common-Prayey : and 1 declare my unſeigned conſent to all 
and every thing (u good andeligible to be praftiſed and obſerves) 
which i preſcribed by the Book of Common-Prayer, Here is Gram- 
mar and ſenſe, and I ſuppoſethe very lenſe intended by the Law- 
makers. Surely they well weighed every ſeveral and diſtin& 
word in ſuch aſct and ſolemn Proteſtation , and therefore every 
ſeveral diſtint word in it, hath its ſeveral diitin& weight and 
purpoſe; for tar be it from me to charge (uch conſiderate. Com- 
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.poſers as guilty of any Te1cology, much lels of Battelogy ; unto 
ne Which you will cauſe them to approach too near, it aſſens and 
4 s Conſent, wafeigned aſſent and conſent to all and every thing con- 
it, F#4ined and preſcrived in and by the Book, exc. do refer to, and ter- 
? \minate «pos uſe 4nd praftice only, without any furcher aim, then 
it had been fully enough to lay, / declare my unfeigned conſent to 
24 Al and every thing preſcribed by the Book of Common-P rayer,ang no 
need at all either of the word «ſſe»t, or of the word contained In, 
's Fo be once mentioned or thought upon. You therefore delerve a 
rebuke from your Superiours for your I intruſion 
'& Who made you of their counſel? why 2uld you leave our, or 
\r Put in any thing without their Commiſſion ? why ſhould you in- 
 fert the word «ſe, which they never 1alerted ? Bur then you go 
Further ; for having inſerted the word «/e, you lay contidently 


n enough, that aſſent and conſent to all and every thing contained in, 
| _and preſcribed by, centre wholly upon the word «ſe, and have no 
£ other matter to reſpect ; and then agaia from hence you think 


you have gained another point (c:nceſſo 70 4bſurdo,cc.) of freeing 
your (elf from the difficulty and prefling force of the Exception a- 
gainſt Chriſtn<d Infints, their certain and undoubred Salvation, 
dying without actual ſin, by laying, Tow are not bound to give aſ- —_ 
ſent and conſent to this Rubri:k z, becauſe thiugh it be contained in, 1, ,q 
yer it is not preſeribed by the Book of Common: Prayer, that ts, it is 
| never to be uſed, and we aſſent and conſent only to the uſe of thoſe ſ 
thinss which are both contained in, and preſcribed by that Book, 
But this is a deep fetch, and a fine ſubtilty of your own, never to 
| be allowed : What think you of the Church Catechilm, where- 
.in we have a Compendium of the Churches Faith ? what does 
Not the Declaration bind you to believe it your ſelf, as well as to 
4each it the Children? what think you of the Creed ? does the 
;Declaration only bind you to rehearle the Articles of it before the 
Congregation , and not believe them your ſelf? Surely to the 
latter, as well as the former : Every Colle&, every Prayer has in 
ita Credendum, 25 well as an Orandum, and withour the firſt the 
laſt cannot be performed, fince Faith is of the- very eſſence of 
{ Prayer, properly {o cilled ? But what do you imagine, the Decla- 
; ration binds the Miniſter only to ſay over choſe Prayers, and not 
to pray them, or pray in them ? that is, not to believe what he 
| prays 
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pray's for to be right, and according to Gods w will and plea- h 


ſure? This ſeems to me highly Paradox, and of a moſt dange- ? 
rous-conſequence. Grant you this Poſtulate, and you ſpoil the ' 
whole Declaration, as to the great intents and purpoſes of it, * 
for who may not declare in thele words, / aſſent and conſent to al. 
and every thing. &«c. it nothing of belief, bur only uſe and ſub- 9 
miſſion be intended by them ? 1 have heard of ſome Fews, conti- ( 
_ ſuch, withour any change of their-Religion, officiating as 
Prieſts among the P4p/'s, and Celebrating Maſs ; now why 
may not ſuch Jews, yea Twr#s allo, thruſt in among our Clergy, ? 
if by d<claring their wnjergncd ajent and conſent to all and ever) 
thing contained and pre [cribed in and by the Book of Common Prayer, ; 
they ſignifte no more, than rhat they will read over thoſe Prayers, 
perform thoſe Offices and Ceremonies, and ſu'mit to the uſe and av. 
ino of every thing exjoyned ; but in the interim, without being ' 
obliged at all to believe the things ſo contained in, and preſcribes ? 
by the Book, and ſo [aid and done by them, to be right, good, anc 


F juſtifiable? They may act as upon a Stage for a livehhood, and 


9.19.1. I, 


have no concern about the thing acted, or whom they perſonate: | 
Therefore Sir, I tel! you again, you cannot wave the diipnte, but | 
are bound to belzere, as well as to do all and every thing contain. 
ed in, ana preſcribed ty the Book of Common-Praver , and to be. 
lieve this in particulay , concerning the undoubted Salvation 0 
Chiliren bartized, awd dying before attual ſin, and this too as a 
truth aſſerted ;lain'y and exidertly out of Gods Word, paſt all cavil, 
or p4in (aving, Wherefore IT humbly and earneſtly entreat you, as 
a moſt learned Textuary, to quote the place, and fatisfie my ſcru- 
ple; forunml then, I dare not declare my unfeigned aſſent ans 
conſent unto ſuch a deubt\ul and queſ/trned Pro! ofirion contained in 
the Book, But you would know of me. 1: ther nothing be” 
undrnbtroaly certarn by Scripture, but what we h woe an ex!reſs Text 
for? Yes. miny things 2re undoubredly certain by Scripture, not * 
only in termins expreſs but allo by in uncent_.b'e conſequence: 
wherefore let what 1s afÞcrt*d corcerrirg the wndoubted Salva: 
tion of ſuch In{axts., be confirmed and demonſtrated our of Gods * 
Word, in the rrue [exſe and mocniny of it, or by 1ny certain ans 
mecell avy In'erence 1nd Rerfn from it, and ovr liline(s 1s at an 
end, This theretore you attempt as 1t were SylLogiltically, 

It 
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If thoſe who are regularly admitted into the Church of Chit. 
have a rizht to the blef/ings of the Covenant, then th. y bave 4 7 1 
ple to Salvation, 


| Tankwer, There is no ſuch word in the Rubrick as regal.ry ad- 


- ' 
l. 


of it. 91144; which makes me wonder at your contidence, to add what 


} 
ft to al. 


d ſub- 
conti- 
Ing as 
: why 


', Not 


ala 
Gods 


” 414 
at an 


you pleaſe, from time to time, to lerve your turn. 'Tis an hard 
queſtion, whether all Children in Exg/and be regularly adimit- 
ted { as you may expound the words ) by Bapuim into the 
Church, yea or nor ? 1 cannot divine what are yuur thoughts in 
the cafe, nor what an Avenue and Start-hole you would hid from 
regularly acmitted, rather than be 'ct up, and Mated. There 1s 


' @ great ambiguity in the word regularly admitted, which muſt 


be aſcertained : vw herefore we mult fuppole all Infancs bapuzed 


' n the Church of Eg/ana, accorcing to the Liturgy, are regular- 
' by aamitted into the Church of Chrilt, for the Rubrick iniwcnds 


at leaſt all of them; yea, ic ſpeaks of Children indetinitely : 
wherefore if theſe being regular'y aanutted (as we ſupple they 


; are) iuto the Chnreh of Chriſt, have a right unto the bl:/ſings of 


the Covenant, then they have a Title to Salvation, I aniver, If 
by having a right to the bleſſings of the Covenant, you mean 


' all the bleſſings of the Covenant, even to the ultimate and great 


bleſſing of all, viz, $a/varzon, then there 1s Petitio Principi: not 


* to be granted, until ic be proved, as being the Bone of Conten- 
; tion : Butif by having a right to the bleſſings of the Covenant, 
you mean ſome bleſſings of the Covenant, I thall readily concede 


for even their admiſſion into the Church, as viſible Church-Mem- 
bers, is a great Coven:nt-bleſſing, immediately inveſting them 
with the ac/ual pri: iledge of havin God for their God, in a more 
peculiar manner, than thoſe without the Pale , beſides, with a 
toundation right of enjoying the Oracles, Ordinances, Commu- 
; nion of Saints, c>c. Their admiffion into the Church by B:ptiſm, 
gives them from that time forward js ix re, though not js a4 


irem, by reaſon of their preſent inc :pacity, 
Bur you) further argue ; J/ they have wot 4 ripht to the bleſſians , g 

f the Covenant, through a regu/ar admiſſion into the Charch by 1, 15. 
; Battiſm, then Baptiſm is an inlianificant Ceremony, and not the Seal 
'- of the Covenant. 


I anſwer, They have many bleſſings of the 
(as I have now ſhown) though yet they m2y (a!l ſhort 
of 


Covenant 
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(24) | 
of the greateſt of all ; and therefore Baptiſm notwithſtanding is 
nor an inſigniticant Ceremony , but a Seal of the Covenant, 
Shortly, Bapuim tupplied the room of Circumciſion, which was 
a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, yet we cannot avouch, 
that all who were regularly circumciſed, ſhould have been ws. 
doubtedly [aved, had they diced in their Infancy , for Eſas was 
Circumciled as well as Fcob, concerning whom, without all re- 
ſpe either of their doing good or evil, that the Purpoſe of God 
might ſtand according to Election, it is written, Jacob have 1 lo. 
wvea, and Elau have 1 hated : Eſau was hated both before and af- 


* ter Circumciſion ; which therefore could never have been his 


ſure Convoy to happinels, had he immediately expired upon the 


receiving of this Seal: Salvation depends upon Election, and not - 


at all upon our ſooner or later dying after we are baptized, Theſe 


are your Arguments, unto which I will not ſay witha juſt return | 


in your own Dialect, The man i mid, and raving, but his Lo: 


gick is weak, and will not do the work : Yet it may be from your + 
civility and good nature thus to mollifie and lenetie your hard . 


ſpeeches with ſoft arguments : In the interim, we are now till 
under the ſame doubt, about the undouoted Salvation of Ghriſtned 
Infants dying before anal (in, 25 we were in the beginning, and 
ſo ſhall continue, until we ſee better reaſons to the contrary ; and 
therefore cannot aſſent and conſent, 

My following Queries are neither captious nor impertinent, 
but natural and appoſite, it we look upon the words of the Ru- 
brick, as conſidered in themſelves; viz, /t is certain by Gods 
word, that Chil:sren which are baptiz'a, dying before they commit 
aTual in, are undoubtedly [awed for here is the Opus Operatum, 
Chi'dren b:1ptized, and dying before actual fin, here is the effec, 


at leaſt, the ſure conſequent of it, ſuch are #ndewbredly ſaved 


here is nothing mentioned concerning tft Mods, how and in 
what manner the work is or ought to be done to produce ſuch an 
effect. or fore-ſignitie ſuch a Conlequent, Now therefore, if ſuch 
a Conſequent do neceffurily follow after ſuch a Cauſe, then if it 


be in the power of Manto be ſuch a Cauſe (as to kill a poor In- 4 


fiat preſently afier Biptiſm) ic will be in his power allo to bring 
about tuch an effect, v2, the Salvation-of ſuch an Infint, But 


you lay, Regularly admitted Ly Baptiſm, which the Church of Eng- 1 
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land ſuppoſes, 4n[wers moſt of my captions Queries, I anſwer, Let 
me have liberty to put in and out, and {uppole what I pleale in 
all caſes, (as you do trom time to time) and I vill, nullo negorto, 
untye every Gao» Knot ; I will affirm or deny any Propotition, 
be it in it (elf true or falſe, right or wrong, without any [cruple or 
heſitation ; no Prieſt or Jeſuice ſhall be able to out-do me.. How 
know you that the Church ſuppoſeth thele words, Regularly a4- 


_ mitted by Baptiſm? Why ſhould you preſumeto ler fuch limits, to 


put ſuch acloſe Hedge about the Rubrick, when it lies open, and 
in common ? But if you will thus incroach preſumptuouſly from 
your own head and heart, why am I bound to give credit unto 
you? or govern my Faith and Practice by your private Senti- 


' ments? Yet I wiſh theſe words, Reguiarly aamittea by Baptiſm, 
| had been expreſſed in the Rubrick ; which perhaps might have 
'-ſaved me the trouble of objecting, and ſo you of confuting, 
| But granting the truth of the Rubrick in its latitude ; I ſaid, 
| ©That a Miniſter would be very cruel and unmercitul, to deny a- 
- *ny Children their Chriſtendom, though their Parents out of 
- *weaknels or tenderneſs of Conlcicace lcrupled Godfathers and 


- ia 


© Godmothers, and the Sign of the Crols, and durſt not upon 


' that ſcore bring their Children to be baptized ; yet, .cs / added, 


© - 


© if he were a true Son of the Church, and punctually obſerved 
© his preicribed Rule, he muſt not baptize any Infant withour 


- * Godfathers and Godmothers , without {igning of it with the 


Ru- * < Sign of the Croſs, whether it be ſaved or damned. Here you 


30as ſay, 


eaz 9 


1 1n 


the 


al þ © the Crols : You know not what remark to make on this, but 


uch 
f it 


4 © leaveit to my ſelf, andevery impartial Reader, to think on it. 
« Though you do not know what Remark to make on my Obje&i- 


* Yon, yer I know what Remarks to make on your Confutation ; 


INg for plainly, I obſerve in it falſeneſs, and- weaknels : 


Firſt, 


BUC » there is 2 great untruth in it, for though you ſay , * The 


ng” n *Church of England has expreſly ordered (in that private form 
E 


NG » 


- 
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| 1 am 4 man of Conſcience, that is of no Conſcience at all, p.29, 1.6. 
mit © of a tender Conſcience, that is cauteriz'd : But why ? for bringing 
wm, in ſuch a'falſe and unjuſt Charge againſt the practice of 
2 Churchof England, which, as * plainly appeareth in the form of p. 20. 
© private Baptiſm, has exprelly ordered her Miniſters to baptize { '!- 
2 © Children without Godfathers and Godmothers, or the Sign of p.2./.19, 


—_ —  — —_C 
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*cf bptizing) to baptize Children without Godfathers and 
* Godmuthers, or the Sign of the Crols ; yer there is wo ſuch thing 
© expreſſed or mentioned 1n the Order, but at the uttermoft it 1s 
only ſuppoſed by a Mute z and will you call filence expreſſion ? 
Here I leave you to your (elf, and ſerious thoughts , fo likewiſe 
to the thoughts of the impartial Reader, how tar you can ſtretch 
to bring in an Acculation, If the Miniſter in private Baptiſm 
ſhould 11gn the Infant baprized with the Sign of the Crols, would 
he croſs the intent of char filent (which you call expreſs) Order, 


' yea ornot? Tbelieve nothing at all, which todo, had it|been an 


exprefſed or Ceclared Order, would have been a manifeſt violati- 
on of the ſame: And then as to Godfathers and Godmothers, 
they are both mentioned, and interrogated, and as clearly brought 
in tor the Conſummation of private Baptiſm, as in publick, Se- 


 condly, There is a great weakneſs in your Confutation ; for my 


Objz&tion lies againſt the manner of baptizing in ordinary, and 
you anſwer me fromthe manner of baprizing in extraordinary, 5 


'in caſe of any apparent danger of death, What? can only Pa- 


rents (whoſe Children are in danger of death) have theſe (cru- 
ples, mentioned by me, againſt Godfathers and Godmothers, and 
againſt the Sign of the Croſs, and not multitudes beſides them ? 
How. ſhall the Children of thele, how ſcrupulous ſorver they be, 
(as you avouch they may) come to their Chriſtendom ? What 
ſhall theſe, whether theſe Children be in imminent peril of death, 
yea or not, come with a lye in their mouths to the Miniſter, and 
ſay, © Pray, Sir, baptize our Children according to the private or. 
* der of Baptiſm, for they are ready to die, though they are nor ! 
Well, he comes, and on the contrary ſees their Children ſtrong 
and well , ought he now to baprize them —_—_— to the privat 
or publick form ? Surely according to the publick, becauſe th: 
pretended neceſſity of the private is found a falſity: Here ergo th: 
ſcrupulous Parents are at the ſame Bar as at the beginning, anc? 
their Children as far from being baptized as ever ; and this too - 
becauſe the Miniſter wi nor, and, according to order, ought not 1. 
baptize their Children without Godfathers and Goamothers, and th 
Si7n of the Croſs, 
Now what I have here ſpoken is not an idle Suppoſition, and :: 
meer Imagiation, but I have reaſon to believe it areal truth, i 
matte 
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(27) 
matter of fat, for | know the Perlon very well, who has again 
and again been deſired by Parents ro baptize their Children, and 
being unwilling and averſe to intermeddle in that atfuir, hath f1n- 
cerely counſelled the ſaid Parents to have a recourle to their own 
Pariſh-Miniſter to do it tor them, whole proper cthice it was: but 
they have replied, © He will not baptize our Children without 
© Godfathers and Godmothers, and we know not where to get 
© them, 

My laſt (cruple was againſt the Order and Office forthe Burial 
of the Dead , wherein we have as much faid, as can well be [ig- 
nified and expreſſed by word or tongue, concerning rhe molt cer- 
tain ſalvatisn and happinels of every one buried by the Miniſter, 
though of the worſt of men, though of the molt flagitious aad 
facinorous perſons, {o living, and fo dying. What thiak you of 
S. Coleman the Traytor? I am aſſured from an Eye and Ear-wit- 
nels, that he was buried in S, Gz/es's Church-yard by one of the 
Readers, and by the Common-Prayer Book ; and (o perhaps 
were the reit, not of the Loyal, but Liolan and lying Saints ater 
him: Ar every ſuch Intermeat, the Miniſter faith, © Foraſmuch 
* as it hath plealed God of his great mercy, to take unto himlelt 
*the Soul of our dear Brother here departed, cc, What can 
more plainly fignifie the lafery and bliſs of ſuch a Soul ? what can 
more fully declare the love and favour of God towards it, and 
place it in Heaven? You (ay, © It is no more than that of S9/o- 


— 


* mon iN the Eccleſiaſtes, Chap. 12.7. Then ſhall the duſt recura to 1, , | 


* the Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall retura unto God who 
*gaveit. But ſurely, in my judgment, G94 hu raking to himſe'f 
(and this too in mercy, in great mercy) every ſuch particular ſoul, 
(whole body is committed to the ground) ſounds and imports 
much more than $-/o-19x intended, by his retwrning of the Spirit 
wnto God after death , for the whole verſe is but a general delcrip- 
tion of death, and to give us to underſtand, that after death the 
Body goes one way , and the Soul another ; the Body to the 
Ground, and the Soul unto God , that is, ad Deum Fudicem, unto 
God as unto a Judge, before whoſe dreadful Tribunal the Soul 
Imm<diately after death ſhall be brought to appear, and there 
all be ſentenced according to de'ert, either to weal or woe, tor 
everand ever, This is quite another thing ſrom God h/s receiwing 
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of enery Soul departed in preat mercy to himſelf ; which implies 
the happy and ietled ftate and abode of ſuch a Soul, in the place 
of Gods abode to all Eternity, You ſay, * To return to God, and 
*to be taken to him, ſigaities to be put in the immediate diſpoſal 
* of God; and tor your Authority and Vouch, you quote one 
Vir, Fal\ ner ; Iiee by your often quotations of him, you ſecurely 
rely apon him, as it he were an Uacrring Oracle /and an v!; Ton, 
an inzn{werable demonliuitiong neverthelets I know not the man, 
nor ever yet {et eye upon any of his learned Lucubrations ; and 
therefor: how truly or how fallly you have quo.ed,or perhaps tran- 
(cribed him, I can neither afticm,or deny. I ircely grant him to be a 
Reverend Perlon, of great Abilities, according as you have re- 
ported him ; notwithſtanding my Faith and Perl[waſion depend 
at upen his ienſe and judgment, nor indeed of any mans elle, 
though otherwite the moſt Renowned tur Learning in the Ape, 
but only upon the Infallible Truth of Go.!s Word , and cherefore 
will follow him, and you allo, as tar as ye follow that, but no fur- 
ther. He ſaith, according to vour qu-ti:ion, * Our Church ac- 
© knowledgzth to be an a& of mercy in God, through the Grace 
* of Chritt, who hath the Keys of Hell and Death, that dying 
© nerfons do not forthwith go into the power of the Devil. who 
© had the power of Death, bt do immediately go into the hands 
© of the great God, and our Siviour Jeſus Chriſt, ro be dilpbled 
* f by him, according to the promilcs and conditions of the 
© Golpel-Covenant, cc. Thele are his words : but can thele be 
verified of every wicked and protligate Wretch buried by the Li- 
turgy? Truth faith concerning ſuch perſons, 2 Tim, 2, 16, 
torn nutrer 475 74 drafts, that while they were alive (as the word 
1mports) they were taken captive by rhe Devil: Who therefore 
can believe, that they made an elcape from him, and got out of 
his Clutches by death, and not rather then fell under his power 
in a more fearful manner ? The Dewi þ24, and has (till, he power 
ef Death, in re{pe&t of all impenitent ſinners, as the Carnifex, 
or Executioner, has power over thoſe who are condemned to die z 
and accordingly put into his hands, that the Sentence may be a, 
(tually fulfilled. But now are the Condemned ever known to e- 
ſcape from the Hangman, atter he has Nooled them in the Hal- 
ter, aad acrually trufſed them up ? Ithinknot, So again, who 

can 
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lies &;in believe that abominable wicked workers (agiinſt whom I 
lace make the objection) go immediately after death into the hands of 
and the great God, to be dipoles of by him according to the pro- 
olal fniles of the Galpel-Covenant z when the laid perlons had never 
one - lealt qualitication of Grace and Holinels to entitle them to 


ely the Covenant of Grace, «vr the promile of the Goipel, but utter- 
Z2n, the contrary ? What thereture is this Harangue and flourih 
an, of words (were they not only uttered by Mr, #a/kner, bur allo : 


ind y an Angel) to {(1ti>he my {cruple, or give me a Licence when [ 
an- am to bury tie worſt and moſt vile amongtt men, to ſay, © For- 
ea *%1jmuch as it hath pleaicd God of his great mercy, to take unto 
re- ©himlelt the Soul of our Cer Brother ? Neither 15 there then place 
nd or fealon to mention any thing of a ſure and certain hope of the Re- 
le, rreition unto eternal lite, unleſs ro imbolden wicked livers to 
Je, Continue il. in their fins ? much lels to uſe any ſuch exorefſion in 
re prayer, © That w hen we ſhall depart this life, we may reſt in him 
r- # (Ch) a5 our hope is this our Brother doth, Alas ! what well- 
IC- brounded hopes can either Miniſter or people have and h rbour 
ce bf Drunkards, Whoremongers, Aqu'terers, curied Swearers, and 
ng the like, their reſting in Chriſt, who every day are brought unty 
no the ground, and buricd by the Liturgy? You | iy, * There are va- p 
o& Frious d*grees of hopes, and ſome of them lo little, that we can /- + 
ed hardly deny them to any perfon, though never {© wicked. [I 
We tontels, in this particular, vour Charity and Hope 15 much be- 
De Fond mine, and yet I think mine is regulated according to the 
l- CDolpel, 


S, * But your fulleſt juſtification of your Church in this matter, is 
d Þy tuppoſing this Office of Burial to be performed only to pey/ons 
& wving in Communion with the Church, I look upon it as the beſt 
f Apology, and Ihave heard it again and again, yer it is not equal 
r morſatisfactory ; becauſe it ſuppoſerh, if not an impoſſbility, yet 
r thegreateſt improbability : For it 15 known upon matter of fact, 
» That Excommunication was never duly exerciled, nor Church- 
$ iſcipline ever duly adminiſtred, nor indeed likely to be for the 
>» Juture, while in the interim multitudes, multitudes of ungodly 


en are brought to the ground, and there the laſt Office done un- 
o them, as if they were the moſt Godly, and approved by the 


hurch, The Church ſuppoſeth or maketha Foundation which 
: 15 
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(30) 
is not, and then buildeth her praQtice upon it, againſt all right 
and (cemlinels : It is as it I certainly knowing ſuch and ſuch per- 
lons to be really mad, and out of their wits bya long Quotraian 
experience, and yet from time to time would treat and converſe 
with them, as perſons molt {ober and diſcreet, becan'e being 
men, it muſt be ſuppolcd that they have exercile of reaſon and 
underſtanding. 

But rather than not juſtifie the Office for the Dead, and not to 
help outthedefect of due Excommunicaticn, you lay, © I doubt 
© nor but wholoever thall leave out that ſentence, 7s our hope 15 


' © this eur Brether doth, at the burial of ſome notorious profligate 


© ſinners, complies with the intention of the Church, and may 
* juſtifie himſelt ro his Superiours fur doing (o, I anſwer, Anti- 
quum tines, you are ſem/er iaem, beginning and ending with 
the (ame mind, and in the ſame way, You cap put in, and leave 
out, to ſerve a turn, according to your pleaſure, and yer not be a 
Tran{greſlor, but comply with the intention of the Church, Sure- 
ly there is m ſuch matter, for the Church hath expreſly ordered 


concerning the laſt prayers tor the Office, whereof thele words, , 


as our hope is this eur Brother doth, area part, in.this manner, Then 
the Prieſt ſhall ſay, ſhall fav, that is, he muſt and ought to ſay 
them, and never omit them. Here the Miniſter is expreſly com- 
manded, and much mort, than to baptize without the Sign of 
the Croſs, as you could urge in the cale of private Baptiſm, 
though moſt illogically, and moſt remotely from true reaſon, as 
far as a privative 1s from a poſitive,and a Non-entity from a Being, 
To conclude, if you do not when you bury the dead (though 
known beyond all peradventure to die in their ſins) uſe theſe ve- 
ry words, 5 eur hope is this our Brother doth, you are a Tranſgrel- 
ſor againſt the Church, inaſmuch as you directly diſoley her ex: 
preſs order and rule, and you contradi&t your own Declaration, 
and little leſs than give the Lye to your own ſolemn Oath and 
Aſleveration , for then and there you declared your unfeioned al- 
ſent and conſent to all and every thing contained and preſcribed in 
and ly the Book, entituled, the Book of Commen-Prayer , and there- 
fore to all and every thing contained in and preſcribed by the ſais 
Book for the Burial of the Dead, which yet you like nor, nor ap- 


prove in ſuch and ſuch cales that too often occur, as to ſuch and. 


{uch 


* 
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(31) 
fuch perſons, which are every day upon the Biere , but rather 
you think it right and meet to omit and skip them over, as not 
proper to be applied, not good to be mentioned, On the other 
fide, if you ule thele words, as our hope is this our Brother doth, 
viz, reſt in Chriſt, arthe Sepultures of the Sons of Be!za/, while 
you obey the Churches order, you are a tranſgreflor againlt your 


' own Conlcience, in uttering what you believe not z and a tran(- 


greſlor againlt God, in mentioning chis your hope betore him in 
your prayers, as it you had good ground and authority for it 
out of his holy Word, concerning the perlons deceaſed , when as 
in reality there is nothing in the Scriptures of Truth to intimate 
or countenance {uch an hope, but altogether, on the contrary, to 
ſtrike a fear in our hearts of their moſt milcrable reſtle(s {tare un- 
der eternal death and damnation. 

Sir, What in your Concluſion you are pleaſed to ſtile the only 
piece of ingenuity in me, 1s (till my mind and judgment, and I do 
not retract from it in the leaſt, ler it diſpleale whom it ſhall dit- 

leaſe, as I believe it wiil do many. And what you lay, I acknow- 
Li to be a great truth (whether properly and directly inferred 
from my Conceſſion, yea or not) viz. That there is 4 real diffe- 
rence between that conformity which is requir'd of a Clergy man, 
and that which is required of 4 Lay-man, You add further, The 
uſe 1 would make of this acknowloagment is this, that whatever 0- 
jections there may be apainſt conforming 4s a Mini'er, there are 
none againſt conforming as 4 private Chriſtian ; and therefore that 
nothing he hath [aid ought to diſſmwade private Chriſitans from con- 
forming to the Church of England, by his own confeſſion. 1 aniwer, 
Let the perſons concerned judge, and do according as God and a 
good Conſcience ſhall dictate unto them, but as tor mine own 
part, were I one of them, I ſhould nor cordially chuic and ap- 
prove of him to be my Shepherd, nor eaſily aſſe»t and conſent to 
fit under his Paſtoral charge{it good Paſture might be tound and 
had elſewhere) who entreth nor by the door into the Sheepfold, 
but climbeth up ſome other way, eſpecially if this other way ap- 
peared to me to be too too like the way which David moſt de- 
voutly prayed againſt, Plal, 119. 29, Remove from me the way of 


lying. Amen, 
THE 
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The Second Part. 


Frer a Confutation in Q#:rto, another is brought to mz 
hands in Folio : I have kill'd him for a Villain, faid he 
on the Stage , and made him an Example. What ? 
have you kill'd him ?, kill him again, I was kill'd ſuffi- 

ciently, as one would think, by my firlt Antagoniſt, notwith- 
ſtanding to make ſure work, another comes ia with his deadly 
ſtzb, and will needs kill me the ſecond time, and yet I find and 
feel a quize contrary eff=&t, and even return into lite by this renews 
ed death; while the firſt of theſe, as it were, with aſtrong puff 
of wind blows out my Candle, and the [econd with a (harper 
blows it in again, and my Candle burns til! as bright as ever: 
For comparing one Confuration with another, I am the better in- 
formed to aniwer them both, and continue more ftedfaſtly the 
[zme, what I was, in my firſt opiniong inaſmuch as in ſeveral 
things mine Opponents are not more contrary to me, than contra- 
ry to themiclves, in what they write ag'tnſt me : though yet in 
their ſpirit and temper they are one, full of wrath, centure, and 
bitterneſs, a man that thall touch them mult be fenced with 7ron, 
ani the Stiff of a Spear, elle they will pierce and gore intollera- 
bly. Ihave tcuffied with the firſt as well as I could, and am now 
come to encounter the [alſt. 


Sir, Your IatroCucrion is & 5 #5, from the common place 
called, Revi 7u7 and Repro:ching 3 and though it be particularly 
caiculated for a Prelace againſt ine, yet it may indiffercatly ſerve 
i5 a general Exordium to any Philiprich agunſt the whole Tribe of 
the Non contormitts 12 all Controverlics whatſoever, I have 
heard of one bcholding a great pur of Gates to a very little Ci- 
ty, faid ficcriouſly rothe Citizens, Pray ſhut your Gates, leſt the 
City run 04t, 214 {el}, ſuch me thinks is your large beginning a- 
bave the proporiion of the following matter, it being more than_ 
a ſixth of the v.19! O how copious 2nd fluent orc you in this 


kind 


kind of Rhetorick ! how is your Pen as the tongue of a ready 
Speaker ! None, I dare lay, abour the Bridge can vut-do you, or 
put you down, bu 1 check my lelt, for 1 have a better aniwer 
prepared to my hand, 1n which I thall acquielce, ot renarimp e- 
vil for evil, or ratung for rating, but contrariwiſe bleſſing, 1 bleis 
the Lord Jelus that I am accounced worthy among my Brethren 
to ſuffer i12me tor his Nune, and I pray God to blels you, 1n 
turning your heart from your cauſlels prejudice and wrathful in- 
dignation againſt us. This is all I haveto reply to your Premules, 


and now come to the work before us. 


I could not declare my aſſent and conſent, mine unſeigned aſ- 
ſent and conſent £5121l and every thing contained 1n and preſcribed 


by the Book of Common-?rayer. This, you lay, may be one of pu2. 1.5 4, 


my chief ſcruples, that 1 could not prevaricate with Authority ; had 
there been allowed a l.ttle Equivocation, and might 1 have been per- 
mitted to give an a[lent ana conſent which were not unſeigned, the 
tak had not been ſo intolleralle ; but to require [ſuch an aſſent and 
conſent, ſearches men to the lottom, and beats the Hypocrite out of 
all his Subterfugies , who can bear it? Ian{wer, The declaring of 
my unfeigned aſſent and conſent is 2 great (cruple to me, though 
not hereby to be kept from a little Equivocation with man , buc 
from a down-right lying betore God, and againſt mine own Con- 
ſcience; and the rather (as you truly obſerve) becauſe ſuch an «n- 
feigned aſſent and conſent ſearch me to the bottom, yet not becauſe 
I am an Hypocrite (according to your fuppolition) but becaule 1 
amnone ; my tongue and my heart beiog, as they ought tabe, per- 
fet Uniions, and going together : For it I were an iy pocrite in- 
deed, I could eaſily find my ſeveral Subterfu7ies, and no fuch De- 
claration ſhould be ever able ro bear me out of them. Herein 
therefore you are out : But in theinterim, upon the whole matter 
you plainly infer, what was denied by your Fore-man, that Con- 
formity is now much ſtricter thaa in former days; and this allo 


deſignedly, 


You ſay, Becauſe of ſome poſſible Errata or faults that may eſcape 
in the printing of the Book of Common-Prayer, or otherwiſe, 1 {cru- 
ple to give my unfeigned a{ſent and conſent unto all and every 
thing contained 1a it z but this 1s 4 weak founaation, and the Cauwil \, 


trivial, and therefore you leave me tobe noted in my folly, 
F 


I an- 
wer, 


Me i 
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(34) 
ſwer, It is you, and not I, who make ſuch Errata, properly fo cal- 
led (which may be found in the Common-Prayer Book, as well as 
in any other Book, wholly beſides the intention of the Compo- 
fers of them) to be the true, proper, and main ground of my 
bogling at the Declaration , for I plainly by name except againſt 
the Order appointed for reading the ho!y Scriptures, againſt the Or- 
acer appeinted for the adminiſtration of Baptiſm, and ſo againſt the 
Order appointed for the burying of the Drad : Now the things 
wherein I except againſt theſe, in my apprehenſion, are not Erra- 
/a, but Errors, Not 9;abuwnre, but Sevouarrs however, I am (ſure 
they are not eſcapes by accident, and belides the intention of the 
Law-makers, but are both contained in, axd preſcribed by the 
Book , ts [ome of the ſubſtance and chief matter of it ; and this 
too confirmed by the Rubrick, By what I have now (poken, I 
clearly free my ſelf from the abſurdity of calling Errata the Con. 
tents of any Book or Writing, 4s you would faſten upon me, againtt 
all apparent rruth and rexton : And whereas you lay, My ſerrple 
canmot aff» if you heve, becauſe though ſuch Errata may be contamed 
in, yet they are not preſcribed by the Book of Gommon-Prayer, | 
have evidenced the contrary in the inſtances forementioned : 
wherefore the Cour'you would- put upon me is more proper for 
another, who lets the true Enemy alone, and fights againſt his 
own ſhidow, as if it were an armed man; and then triumphs 
like a Thraſo in his wonderful Manhood for vanquithing iuch an 
Appearance, But, fay you, Do we wt think we may ſafely afſent 


' and werſent to the Contents of any Writings that paſs an Eſtate for 


fear of Errata, which by frequent copying out, and tranſcribing the 
enrolled Deeds, may happen to be there ? 1anſwer, I never yet heard 
of any ſuch Writings of Conveyance, or Charters of Liberties 
and Properties, where the Parties concerned were called to de- 
clare their unfeioned aſſent and conſent toall and every thing con- 
tained in them, or elle ſhould be punihed with the loſs of their: 
Temporal Rights, which yet is the penUlty of all thoſe who will 
not aſſent and conſent to all and every thing contained in the Book 
of Common- Prayer, I have ſometimes feen the Accounts of 
Merchants adjuſted, and ſubſcribed by their names, but with this 
Proviſo, ſavins all errours in th*m unlnown to our ſelves, Now 
upon this condition you and I will quickly compromiſe the diffe- 

rence ; 
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rence, let me inſert theſe words, Saving all errours which may Le 
ound therein, (as your Fore-man was good at inſerting) and [ 
will readily declare my unfeioned aſſent and conſent to all and every 
thing contained in, and preſcribed by the Book of Common-Prayer. 


But Icharge my Goveroours, at leaſt by inſinuation, with 4pre- , 


tending to an Infallibility, in their requiring «an unfeigned aſſent 
and m__ to all things deviſed aud preſcribed by them , but this 
is an odio!ts Inference, I anſwer, How odious foever, yet if the 
Charge be true, the odiouſnels is not at all to be imputed to the 
Infinuation, þut whally to the Injuattion, 
Bur, fay you, This & deflrutive to the reaſow of all Lows, ana 
by this Argument every Law-giver muſt be ſuppoſed to be Infallivle , 
the end of all whoſe {njunfions are to be aſſented and corjentea to, 
I anſwer, This is nothing deſtructive to other Laws , becaule 
Law-makers in making thoſe Liws, never require of the people 
any ſuch unfeigned aſſent and conſent to all and every thing contain- 
ed in, and preſcribed by their Inititutes, but only ſubmithon and 
obedience, Secular Laws reich only to compliance of the out- 
ward man, and not meddle with our thoughts and Conlcience 
whereas this Declaration requires the znward approbation of the 
mind, will, and heart, as weil as the 'outward obſervation in mat- 
ter of practile, which is one great ground of our Quarrel againſt 
it. But, ſay you, Jf it be neceſſary there ſbow!d be « Rule of Uni- 
formity, *tis neceſſary that men ſubſcribe to it, not as an abſolute 
Rule of Conſcience, but as a Rule of Peace ana Oraor: and this is all 
the Church requires, that they ſo far ſubmit their wills and unaer- 
ſtanaings to their G-vernours, as for theſe ends to conform to what 
they have preſcribed, I an{wer, We muſt and ought to ſubmit 
our will and underſtanding to the preſcription of our Gover- 
nours, both in Conformity, and in every cale, (o far torth as Con- 
ſcience will allow us, and no further. Conſcience will intermed- 
dle, and be inquiſitive into all our ations, whether we will or 
no ; and if Truth and Right be not at the bottom, Peace and Or- 
der (which otherwiſe in general ſhould prevail much with us) will 
never be able to free and jaſtifie us from the inward {evere ccn- 
{ure and condemnation of it. 
The Compoſers of this Book of Common-Prayer, thought 31! 
things therein right and good in eyery particular : but unto this 
F 2 L 
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(36) | 
[ repiied, Though this was their perſwaſion, yet it might not be 
every mans periwaſion , and therefore 1 ſaid, I thought 1t not e- 
qual to compel all others jurere in verbs Mazgiſtri, to declare 
themlelves to be fully of the ſame mind and judgment with 
them : my realon was, Haſt thou Faith ? have it to thy ſelf ; 
force 1t not upon others, compel them not to think as thou think- 
eſt, andto declare as thou declareſt, Now you would know of the 


. ſcrupulois Non-conformiſt, whether this rule be given to the pub- 


lick Officers of the Church, or to the private Chriſtian? 1 anſwer, 
This Rule 1s given to all Chriſtians, whether publick or private , 
according to the ſeveral occurrences which may befal them, You 


"ſhould have rather queried, About what this rule is given? I would 


have told you, that it was given concerning things which are not 


© evidently and certainly true and good in their own nature,beyond 


Rom. 14. 
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all dewbtfſu! diſputation : now ſuch are many things contained in 
the Liturgy, as the reading of Apocrypha, figning with the ſign of 
the Croſs, &c, thele things are not of an infallible truth, nor are 
we ſure of the goodnels of them in their own nature by the 
Word of Gad: wherefore here the forementioned rule is moſt ap- 
poſite and neceſlary, H1# thou Faith? have it to thy ſelf: inthele 
uncertain doubtful matters compel not others to judge as thou 
judgeſt, nor to affirm what thou affirmeſt. But, ſay you, why, or 
how then can there be any publick Sanctions in the world? 1 an- 
ſ{wer, There ſhould be no publick Sanctions, eſnecially in the mat- 
ters of God, and his Worſhip, unto which every private Profeſſor 
ſhill be called, and neceſſitated to give his anfeigned aſſent and 
conſent (25 we are bound to do inall things, with referenceto the 
Liturgy) but the truth and goodneſs of them, in their own na- 
ture, thould inſtantly and apparently be ſeen by every. eye, be- 
yond all ſcruple, or doubtful heſitation, for otherwiſe, whoſo- 
ever ſhall ſo declare his #»fejgned aſſent and conſent, will either do 
ic blindiy, at all adventures, or elſe unfaithfully, with a wavering 
uncertain j''/gment, or elle wickedly, againſt his own mind and 


thoughts. Wherefore the higheſt of publick Magiſtrates may 


not abuſe their Power into any oppreſſive compulſion, but are 
bound for Peace fake, and for Conſcience ſake, not to bind the 
Conſciences of the people to believe and imbrace their private 
particular Sentiments, as if they were Oracular, and beyond = 
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be . queſtioning z but leave them to their own liberty to judge as they 
e- pleaſe, until ſach time as they are better informed, and more c 


lare fully convinced, 

But, ſay you, 4 publict Church-officer may rejelt an Heretich, p.; 1.4 5: 

if; 1 anſwer, What is this to the matter before us? Becaule he may 

nk- reje& an Heretick, that is, one who denies the Fundamentals of 

Religion and Godlinels, therctore he is above this rule, H:/t rhou 

Faith? have it to thy ſelf , aud may compel thole under him to 

er, believe what he believes, and ſay what he ſaith: From ſuch a 

tes kindof wild reaſoning, /ibera nos | I profels I amat my wits end 

"ou here, as in ſeveral other places, to find whir you drive at , how 

then ſhall I fence my (elf againſt you? I withed, as to the Litur- 

gy, our Law-givers had req'i:r: 4 nv more than uſe and ſubmi//i- 

nd ' on, as preceding Governours h 4 lone before them. You lay, And pugil.2, 

what 1s more required ? 1 1inlwer, Very much: for when I de- 

of Clare my unfeigned aſſent and con'ent toall andevery thing, +, 

| ſpeak as much as caa be ipoken in words, to expreſs my love, aþ- 

he probation, and choice, concerning all and every thing contained in, 

p- and preſcribed by the Bock, as moſt true and unqueltionable to 

ſe be believed, as moſt cligiole and deſirable to be oblerved in every 

Office, Service, Rite, Ceremony, and Circumſtance thereof z bur 

7  whenlonly ſubmit to the uſe of the Liturgy, / yield, for peace 

and order's ſake to my Superiours, i» things not ſimply ſinful and 

unlawful, though in themſelves far from perfection, and tar from 

my de(ire in my own free choice and election. And what I have 

d now aſſerted with little leſs than a contradiction to your (elf, you 

have acknowledged already in your foregoing diſcourle, Para- 

- graphq. Andinthis very Paragraph you doit again ; when you 

ſay, **Tis our Zeal too they are offended at, that beyond whar "7 

c . . . ; LES ILIS 
our preceding Governours did, with reference to this Book of 

© Common-Prayer, we thus ſtritly enjoyn, that Miniſters do de- | 

© claretheir ne der aſſent and conſent , but are not the men we | 

© have to deal with, thoſe that are gone off from all obedience to 

© Church and State, and is it not reaſon we take ſome pledge of 

© them for their future integrity ? Is any man found guilty of a 

© much leſs hainous Inditment, and yet diſchargedwithout gi. 

© viog Sureties for his behaviour ? Shall men whohave broken 

© through Oaths of Allegiance, ſhall ſuch men be diſpleaſed, if 


©we 
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; * we cannot take the Viper into our Breaſt without pulling out 


| * the Sting? That we dare not admit men cf theſe Principles m 

| © 4nd Practices to into the Church, without givi h #4 

ng Practices to come into the Church, without giving luc 
L 


* Cutivn of ther being in good earneſt, as may jultitie thoſe in ar 
© 2dinutting them, who have the care of the Publick ? Now what yt 
15 the purport and meaning of all theſe words, and many more of *« 
the lame nature, bur plainly totell us, that an harder Yoke is now *« 
put upon our Necks, than upon Miniſters in former days ? and *1! 
that our Governours had all reaſon to make our Bonds ſtronger, *' 
as for the puniſhment of. by-paſt miſcarriages, ſo for the preven- *© 
tion of future relapſes ? Here therefore you forget your ſelf, 4 
Bur, you ſay, *lIt is not neceſſary to the aſſent and conſent here v 
-4-1-59. © required, that every particular perſon ſhould take upon him ex- t! 
oh © pre{ly to determine 1n all thele points, 'tis ſufficient that nothing 1 
* is ſinful, much lels doth it become his humility to oppoſe the 
| * Opinion he hath of a thing's being good and expedient, to the 
} © {ni and reaſon of his Governours , *tis matter of obedience 
© belongs unto him; &c, I anſwer, Though this be your mied 
| and judgment, I am clearly of another Opinion , I muſt dettr- 
mine, in all points, whether the things be right and 2:04, yea or 
not, before I can aſſet and conſent unto them , I mult be well al- 
certained what I afhrm for a truth, to be a truth indeed, elſe I 
may be guilty of ſome degree of lying in ſpeaking the very truth, 
Ic is nct contrary to humi/ity, but the juſt and due exerciſe of rea- 
ſon, to (earch into the goodneſs and expediency of whatſoever 
| Tamcalled zo aſſent and conſent nnto, by whomſoever command- 
| ed ; yea, and tooppole my private Opinion to the lenſe and rea- 
{on of my Governours, if what they ſtile ſenſe and reaſon, ſhall 
evidently appear to be without ſenle and reaſon, and at the wideſt 
diſtance in a contrary way, Every man is bound to ſee with his 
own eyes,and to judge from his own underſtanding, if he will act 
like a rational Creature; it 15 not the part of Goſpe/-humility, but of 
Sheeiſb ſtupidity to follow our Leaders, not at all cenſidering or 
judging of the way, but by a blind Implicit Faith and ſubmiſhon, 
yielding to be turned into every path, meerly becaule it 1s their 
pleaſure and appointment. Thus far in general, now in particular. 
I excepred againſt the order and appointment for the reading of 
the holy Scriptures, becauls many Books of Apocrypha are com- 
q manded 


wn vw z— OH SS Q = 09 


«as was AQ as ws 4 mn wv A = + DP $$ «a rm «© 


9 — —_ 
4 > _—— : « — 


- - - » AO » $ 
my —_— — = _ — 4 — 
an. 4 — —_ 
c—_ py ——— A C—— 
' 


% 


(39) 


manded to be read for the Leſſons of the day, as the Book of To- 
lit, Bell and the Dragon, cc, while {ome of the Sacred Canon 
are wholly left out, &c. Now for the removing this Exception, 
you ſay, * Wedelire that our Governours be not blamed, if ac- Oy” 


* cording to their belt diſcretion they have cholen out ſuch parts 
« of Scripture to be read in the Congregation, which are molt in- 
* telligible ; and if they have omitted others, which they thought 
« would not be for the edification of a vulgar Auditory ; and if 
© they have mixed {ome of Apocry;ha, as may be of wholelome 
* inſtruction. I aniwer, Though you would not have your Go- 
vernours blamed for this mixture, yet ſome others will queſtion 
their zeal and d!ſcret:9n herein, and think they have juſt reaſon 
ſoto do: For who ſh:ll preſume to be wiler than Chriſt for the 
good nurture%f his Church? who hall take on them to deter- 
mine w hich is molt i»te/igible, and moſt edifying to the people, ei- 
ther the holy Scripture, or any other writings ? I am ſure he that 
knows it, hath laid, A/{ Scriprare (and therefore that part of 
Scripture alſo, which 1s lcft out of the Kalendar) is given by i 

[vir «tion of God, andis profitable for Dottrine, for reproof, for cor« 
re(t'on, for inſirudtion in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be 
perfect, throwwhly furniſhed to all goed works, Theres no fuch te- 
ſtimony left on Record, concerning any of the /e/? parts of Apo- 
crypha, though lome of thoſe appointed to be read in the Con- 
gregation are far from the beſt , to ſay no more : Therefore this 
appointment by our Governours may well be {crupled , but then 
the other appointment upon this appointment is moſt highly to 
be blamed, I mean in their requiring all Miniſters to declare an 
wnſeigned aſſent and conſent to this their appointment, though in 
their own hearts (at leaſt many of them) do not approve ot this 


* order, but withit were otherwiſe. But is this & reaſon, iy you, | 
' to break Communion with a Church, let any man judze? To this I" «5-1-1, 


have anſwered already ; for though I would read ſome Books of 
Apocrypha, rather than break Communion with the Church, 5 
poſſibly not being in it (elf ſinful and unlawful ; yet 1 would ra- 
ther break Communion a thouſand times over with the beſt 


- Church in the world, than be a wiltul tranigreffor ; 2nd fuch 


ſhould 1 be in a notorious manner, if « Zyebe 2 tr.n'grefion , 
and I ſhould lye molt egregiouſly to declare my #»/e7/_ nod £ont 
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(49) 
and content, that is, my will and defive to read the Apeerypha, ra- 
ther th:a Scripture in the hearing of the people ; for 11 the bot- 
tom of my Soul, and in the truth of my Reins, Iam utterly a- 
ainſt it. 

, I exceptcd againſt the order appointed for the Miniſtration of 
Baptilm, becaute of the ſtrict requiring of Godtathers and God- 
mothers, to ſtand as Sureties and Undertakers for the Child 
brought to his Chriſtendom, and this upon leveral accounts , as, 

Firit, Becaule it is un(criptural: Unto this you lay, * It cannot 
© be -— | app that this order of Godfathers and Godmothers 
© ſhould be preſcribed in Scripture, the receiving of perſons by 
© Baptiſm there being upcn their own actual Faith, and before 
* there was any Nat!onal Church wherein this order could be 
«obſerved, and it was ſufficient that the Children were then ad- 
© mittcd to Baptiſm, as they were in the Covenant, that is, by 
© the Faich of the Parents, I anſwer,In theſe words there [eems to 


- me to be a plain contradicyOn in themſelves, but nothing of rea- 


—_ 


lon, why Godfathers and Godmothers are not mentioned in Scrip- 
ture for the baptizing of lnfants. There is a contradiction 1n 
them ; for you lay, Perſons in thoſe times were received upon 
their own atual Faith, and yet you preſently add turther, that 
Children were then admitted to Baptiim by the Faith of their Pa- 
rents, There 1s nothing of reaſon in them for what they are pro- 
pounded , for though Parents were received by their own actual 
Faith, and Children by the Faith of ſuch Parents, what is this 
of bar and impediment to Godfathers and Godmothers at the bap- 
tizing of Infants ? or why they ſhould not be mentioned and ap- 
pointed in Scripture ? Surely, in my weak apprehenſion, nothing 
atall: Burt the Adult, as you truly ſpeak , in Scripture-times 


were admitted into the Church by Baptiſm through their own | 


actual Faith, and their Children were inveſted with the ſame Pri- 
viledge, by virtue of the Covenant, as being there declared in 
that Royal Charter and Patent , Fellow-Inheritors of the ſame 
Promiſe together with their Parents, And are not Children in 
our days received by }3aptiſm in the ſame way, and upon the 
ſame terms and conditions, as from the beginning ? Since there- 
fore (according to your own Conceſſion) their Children then had 
Ao Suretics when they were baptized, neither need ours in the 


hke 


FM. es. a AAS Aa a A am. £m _ am cc a. 


, ww to A</nPagbor can A nGue Acadia At cl oor ECT Oe. 4 _ 47 A. —— 
' 


(41) 


like Circumſtances, You would confute me, and you confute 


your (elf, But you ſay, Abwndens cautels ſhould not be (crupled, P- 5-4-4 1: 


but rather commended. I an{wer, Let us not pretend to be more 
careful than God, in the receiving of thole into his Family, whom 
he commands us to rective ; but leave him wholly to his own 
moſt Sapient Providence, and admit of all ſuch upon his own con- 
ditions, and conſulr no beter. 

Secondly, I objectcd, that the Father of the Child is left out, 
not mentioned, nor at all taken notice of at the baptizing, For 
the vacating of this Objection , you lay , © The receiving the 


© Child, ſuppoſes the Father concerned in ir, becaule it is through 7-54-45 


© his Faith he is in Covenant. 1 anſwer, You ſpeak fo much in 
the Clouds, that I am utterly at a loſs what Arrow you let fly 
at me, or what you intend, Every Child I know ſuppoſeth a 
Father, andevery baprized Child a believing Parent ; yet this 
believing Parent i /eft out , who notwithſtanding is and ought to 
be the main Suſceptor and Surety for his Childs good abearing : 
on him, 1 (ay, it is incumbent, to promile and vow to bring up 
his Child in the know!edge and obedience ot the Chriſtian Faith, 
much rather than vpon Godfathers and Godmothers, But 


you ſay, * As to the particular ingaging of the Father for the ?-5--4*- 


© Childs Education, he muſt be worle than an Infidel, if he do 
© not take care for thoſe of his own Houſe, 1 an{wer, Though I 
will not, yet ſome would be ready to reply, And theretore the 
Miniſter is worſe than an Inhidel, it he do not mind him of his 
duty , eſpecially at ſuch a proper and peculiar ſeaſon, when this 
Parent may well be ſuppoled to bring his Babe to the Miniſter, 
deſiring him to receive it, and make 1t a viſible Church-Mem - 
ber : But in the whole Office of Baprilm, the Father is not conli- 


+ dered, nor any thing of his duty ſignified unto him., But you 
ſay, © Not to admit Godfathers and Godmothers, might in.ſome , , | . 


* caſes be totally to debarthe Child of Baptiſm, becaule it may 
© ſo fall out that the Father may be dead betore the Child is born ; 
© and then how ſhall he be offered to Baptiſm ? I anſwer, Though 
the Father of the Child be dead, yet tome one or other at all 
times, either by Nature, as being next ol Kin, or by Deoutation 
fr>m the Perſon deceaſed, or ſome other way, will appear cs 4 
Propater, 4 ſecond Father to the Child, to offer him to Baptiſm : 
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but put the caie that none thould appear, yet tur want or ſuch a 
Sponſor, the Babe mult not be debarred of its right, but ought by 
the care of the Church both to be baprized, and edoctrinated in 
the Chriſtian Faith. td, 4 

Thirdly, 1 objected, that Godfathers and Godmothers are ge. 
nerally brought to the Font: to avouch a great untruth, and make 
them(elves obnoxious of lying and Perjury in the Face of God, 
and the Church. You lay, 1 they be guilty of this, this tis their a- 


' buſe of what ts well intended, 1 anſwer, Whutloever is found by 


al ongg Quotidian experience to be the occafion of much lin, (if it 
be not 1n it (clt ablolutely neceſſary to be done and continued ) 
in prudence and piety allo it ought to be diluſed, 

But fay you, * The Child alio may not an{wer the intents and 
© purpoſes of that ſolema Vow in Baprilin, neicher che Father 
* make good his promile on the behalt of him, and therefore if 
* Godfathers and gry ſlull be detained from ingaging, 
* for fear and danger of fallitying their promiles and ingagements, 
with parity of reaſon the Child allo upon the ſame account may 
be demined from being baprized, and the Father likewiſe from 
Yeing a Surety for him. 1 anſwer, What God commands is one 
thing, and what Man commands is another : Whatſoever God 
commands to be obſerved, muſt be oblerved without regarding 
Conſequences (and ſuch I hope you apprehend at leaſt the Ordt- 
nance of Infant-baptiſm, if not allo of the Fathcr his then being 
chief Sponſor z,) but in all humane commands ana appointments 
conſequences are much to be weighed and conſidered, cither. as.a 
Motive fcrthem, or a Bar againſt them g and therefore ſuch hu- 
mane commands ſhould not be impoled which are never likely;ta 
be performed, much leſs thoſe which (as ſuch; and ſuch cixcum- 
ſtances may and often do ariſe and occur) are t47tum no, next. 
to an impcſſibility ; now of this nature are thoſe duties required 
of Godfathers and Godmothers, with reference to their God-chil- 
dren, and of this kind is the taskimpoled upon them, which yet 
ralhly and inconſiderately enough they RR to make good 
and fulfil. You know the charge then given them by the Mini- 
ſter, and hive given it your (clt, I ſuppole, many and many a 
time, in theſe words , © Foralmuch as this Child hath promiſed 
* by you, his Suretizs, to renounce the Devil, and all his works, 

*to 
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© tobelieve in Cod, and to ſerve him : Ye muſt remember, thor i; 
' you parts and duties to lee thatthis Infaar be raught, to {oon. a5 


© hethill be able to learn, whar a tolemn promite and proteiion 
© he hath here made by you : And that he may know thele things 
«© the better, ye ihll cail upon hint co hear (Sermons, and chictly 
© ye ſhill provide that he may leara the Cree, rhe Lords Prayer, 
© and the ten Commandments inthe vulg ix Tongue, and all other 
{things which a Chriſtian ought ro know and believe to kits 
© Souls health, and that this Child may be vertuou!ly brought up, 
© leada godly and Chriſtian life. 'Speak now; Sir, your Con'ci- 
{cience, and ler not prejudice blind/you, but tell me, 5924 fie, do 
you believe whea you giye;this:charge to Godtathers and Godmo- 
thers, that they arcever |1keiy to nertdtm it? Do you thiak when 
you call them to this arduous Province, they can antwer the 
ends of ic according tothe truft commited to their hands, or ac. 
cording to their ingigements; and .not bz tound lyars ? Godta- 
thers and Gudmothers;: you know, t>rhetimes tive far from their 
God-childreen in another Hamlet, Villkge; Town, City, County, 
Country z generally they are ata diltznce 1n anocher houle , and 
in another Street : how theretore is'it peſkible tor them zo ſee the 
ſaid Children to: be ranght 25 ſoon as they are able to (earn? and 
particulariy to be mſtructed concermag the natvre and quality 
of thole ſolemn baptiimal promiles made on their behalt ? How 
1s it poſſible for them to prozzde that the ſaid Children jhill /car 
the Creed, oc, with all othey things which a Chriſitan ouzbt to tnow 
«nd believe to his Soa's health? Can thele things be brought to 
paſs, and effecred, while God: children are down upon their kaces, 
and ask their Godf:thers blefling ? cr do they not require conti- 
nuance of time, with a continual care and diligence ? © Theſe 
* words which I command thee this day thall be in thine heart, 
* and thou (halt teach them diligently unto thy Children (zo: 
© Gog-ehilaren) and talk of them, when thou firteſt in thine 
* houſe, whenthou lieft doan, and when thou riſeit up. Parents 
who are daily and hourly converſant with their Children by o/cen 
taiking in their herring concerning the matters of Religion both 
of Liw and Goſpel, and by a frequent catechiling and inſtructing 
them in the Rudiments thereof may cine the know ledge! ot 
Chriſtianity 2u72a7im to inſtill intorheir minds, and fo train them 
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up in the right way for their ſou/s healrh ; but for others to ſee 
rhis diligently prolecuted, and faithfully diſcharged, it is ſcarce 
feaſible, bur rather on the contrary utrerly impracticable. There- 


fore although you ſay, this Obje&ion cannot bear any weight with 


conſidering men, wt will be found -to be otherwiſe. 

Before | pais on to what follows, if it might not diſpleaſe you, 
I would ask you one queſtion more about Godfathers and God- 
mothers, Whether when you give them the fore nentioned 
charge, your (elt hold them bound to perform the obligation of 
it? Did you ever in good earneſt, either in the Pulpit, or out of 
the Pulpit, mind them of their = ? Did you ever confer with 
them 1a private about the greatneſs and momentouſneſs of their 
Font-ingagements ? One Mr, Falkyey, 1 perceive, has written 
much in the high commendation of the Liturgy z has he any 
word of Conviction to chide with Godfathers and Godmothers 
for their Quotidian negle&, and to ſhew them the fin and danger 
of it? has he any word of Exhortation to ſtir them vp to 
their Vows, and bind their Conſciences to a due care and faith- 
tulne(s herein ? What, are we in earneſt, or in jeſt? whar, is all 
meer formality without reality ? At now ludendum eft in [acrs, 
this Scene is not ſeemly, and I wiſh it might not continue. 

You lay, My reaſoning again# the Croſs is ſo trifling, that you 
wonder with what face any can wrge it? 1 anſwer, Be it ſo, but 
withall, pray Jet us fee what ponderous Reaſons you can: bring 
for it ? They follow in theſe words,Did the Ancient Fathers plead 
ſo much for it in any other ſenſe than Chriſt commanaed his Diſci- 
ples, to take np their Croſs, and follow him? Are they to tmitate 
their Maſter in doing this, in the whole courſe of their life, and may 
they not uſe ſo much a5 4 ſign of it to expreſs it to others, or bring 
them in mind of their auty themſelves? Davus ſum non Oedipus : 
[ neither underſtand the ſenſe nor the ſcope of thele words, much 
leſs how they are urged either againſt me, or for the good and ex- 
pediency of the ſign of the Croſs in the Miniſtration of Bap- 
tiſm, If the Ancient Fathers did plead fo much for the Croſs 1n 
no other ſenle, but ix Chriſis ſenſe, then in your ſenſe they pleaded 
not for it at all ; that is, for the ſign of the Croſs to be made in 
the Forehead by the fti:ger of a Miniſter : For was this the Croſs 
Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to take up, and follow hinr? 


Are 
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Are they agein, (ay you, to imitate their Majter in doing this, ana 
may they (tis Dilciples) not uſe jo much x 4 fizn of it, to expreſs 
it to others, (I ſuppoſe you mean by others, the ch1/drex baprizea) 
or to bring them (thele children) 17 mina of their duty themſelves ! 
I anſwer, God never ordained the ſign of the Croſs, to bring us 
in mind or remembrance of bearing Chriſts Croſs, that is ot ſu- 
{taining Te. roepngara Toy fidewr Te yes 1 and drinking what re- Col: 
mains behind of that bitter Cup, which the Lord Jetus did pro- 24. 
ine to all his Followers: Neither can 1 ce any aptitude in the 
4 a of the Crols, as it is there applied in Baptiſm, to any ſuch 
purpoſe, For, firſt, the Crcfs is atery and tranſient upon the fleſh. 
and not inured in the fleſh, how therefore hall that that is va- 
niſhed bring the Child hercafter in mind of his duty, as ts confeſs 
the Faith of Chriſt crucified, and manfully to fight under bu Ban- 
ner? ec. Secondly, becauſe the Child baptized is then not a | 
Subjet capable of knowing, regarding, or minding what Crot- 
ſing imports. Surely theretore if the ſign of the Crols thall be | 
thought at all requiſittand expedient, it would be much better | 
deferred and reſerved Yor the time of Conhrmarion , for then 
Children may well be ſuppoled to have attained and gained the 
ule of Reaſon, ro know and remark what is laid and done unto 
them : Yet I confels if many of them be nor, yet they may and ; 
_ to be confirmed (though wholly beſides the true intent ; 
and end of that Church-conſtitution) while they are very Chil- 
dren , for this is according to the order in that caſe, w hich runs 
+ intheſe words, Te (Godfathers and Godmothers) are to take care 


that this Child be brought to the Biſhop, to be confirmed by him |» b 
ſoon 5 he can ſay the Creed, the Lords Prayer, and ten Cimmana- 

ments in the Vulgar Tongue, ec, My Children, Ithank my God, \ 
could ſay all thele as perfetly as my lelt before they were four | 
years old, and I affure you too in the Vulgar Tongue ;; for I pray 


tell me, what Proteſtants now teach them their children in La- 
tin? what need therefore of that grave /:e and Caution ? only 
we muſt ſtill goon in the oldroad, when the cuſtoms of things 
are altered and antiquated, and the reaſon of them utterly anni- 
hilated : But in the interim, I thought not my Children then fir 
for Confirmation, but wiſh they may be fouad worthy ten years 


after. 
And 
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Aid now, ntwithitinding what his bern poken to the con- 
trary, [ will grant yuu your zz, viz. Thi ths ſion of the Croſs 
6 to DY 17 th: chiliren baptis:'a in mus of thor auty, to contels 
the Faith of Chrilt crucihed, c>c, Bur thicn will it not be roo tov 
like a Sacrament upon a Sacrament, thus to add the (izn of the 
Crois unto Baptiim,z though tor me to tay fo, you {tie it friva- 
leas? For what 15 2 Sacram?nt? 7s 2 mot, according to the Cate- 
chiim, 4s outw4ars ans vViſihie [ipn of an inward and ſpiritnal 
grace? Is notthe lign of the Crots az outward anl wſible firn? 
and 15 nor tle minding of our duty, or the practical reznembrance 
of confelling oi the Faith of Chriit crucified, and of manfully 
fighting under Chrilts Banner, the inward and [teritual grace? 1 
leave it to your conlideration, 

Baptizing it (elf, I laid, /pſo 720, does oblige the perſon bap- 
tized, and withail exhibits a vertue to every worthy Partaker, to 
confels the Faith, and to tight agairnlt Sin, the Werld, and the 
. Devil. Here you cxcept againlt me, and lay, 7 he expreſſion leoks 
" zoo lite the Sacram?nt's conferring enase, ex opcre operito, Tan- 

{wer, It the expretlion be tairly mare Interpretcd, it ſigni- 

-fies nothing lels in the truc {eulc ard meaning of thule words, as 
they are commonly [poken, and taken among Divines. Ycu 
would pick ſomething out of the words 4;{o fat, which yet 
there imply no more than this, w hen the biprizing is over, or the 
waſhing of water in the Name of the Father, Son, 2nd Hely 
Ghct, is done or pertormedby the Miniſter. without any future 
cr further ſigoing with the {ign of the Croſs, And yet atter all, 
the Sacraments are not waa {/774, ſea ſigns exhibentia & ol fig» 
nantia to every worthy Partaker ct them, and who are thus 
worthy, I will acquaint you in {umcthing which ſhull be ſpoken 
to by and by. Bur to requite you for your kinenels, 1 pray Sir, 
let me know whether my laying, That baptizing in tie Name of 
the F.ther, &C. obliges the perſon, and exhibits the power, &c, 
does import and imply the Sicraments conferring grace ex opere 
operato, and not your Rubrick much more, w hich lah, 17 15 cer- 
tain by Gods Word, that children which axe baptiz'a, aying beſore 
they have committed actual ſin, are undcuttealy ſaved? Qui alte- 
rum acculat probr1, iplum le iatueri oporter, | 

For the juſtification of this Rubricl I called for Scripture, and 

you 
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you ſay to that purpoſe, hat think we of S. Petcr's 46.18 1, 
1 Epiit. 3. 20, 21. where ſpeating of thoſe who were ſwved in 
Noah's Ark by water, he ſutjoyns, the like Eizure wherennto even 
Baptiſm aoth alſa now ſave 1? I anſwer, I think S. Peter ſpeaks 
nothing tothe juſtification of the Rubrick z but only thus far in 
general, That as Noah and his Family ia the Ark were ſaved 
trom the Deluge, {o people by Baptilm are faved trom the wor- 
ſer Deep, and thele not only Children before actual fin, but even 
the Adult allo atter the perpetration of the fame; for ſuch were 
ail they who were houled and ſaved in the Ark. It therefore you 
will frime an argument from hence for the ſalvation of Intants 
baptized before actual fin, the argument is of like force for men 
and women baprized, though actually guilty: And then from 
hence it will tollow, that all pzrlons baptized are undoubtedly la- 
ved. Here ts op-:s op2ratum, conterring grace with a witnels, aud 
without all faliure: Though it 15 far otherviſe, as we may ce 
even in that Typs of Bapualm z fornotwichſtanding Cham was 
ſaved in the Ark with an Ark (alvation, yet we think him a Caſt- 
away; {o thouſands may be laved with a Baptilm-lalvation, and 
yet perith eternally. But you add further , Chriſt ſaith of ſuch 
(i. 6, 0 'ittle children that come unto him, andit is by Battiſm only 
that th y can ceme) is the Kinzdom of Heaven, I an(wer, Granting, 
this coming to Chriſt is intended of Baptiſm (25 I am wholly of 
your mind, and gl:d to find another of mine in this particular ) 
yet this is ſpolken indefinitely of all lictle Children, as well as of 
the bapized, and before their hap:izing, and not after , for Chritt 
ſaich, Becaule they are of the Kinodom of Gol, let them com? unto 
ez and not, that they may be 1o, let them come and be ſigned 
and ſealed, becauſe they are of juch a number and order, who 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom. Again, though Chriſt ſaith, Of ſuch 75 
the Kingdom of God, yet of ſuch, does nut neccflarily include all 
Children in general, though coming unto Chrilt, but may wel! be 
underſtood of ſome particulars among them. Your {trongelt Ar- 
gument I have reſerved to the laſt, taken out of S. Mart. Chap, 


I. 4. 1; not Baptiſm ſaid to be for remiſſion of ſins, (wh it is in it 


ſelf, fauch it cannot tut be to thoſe who rizhily partake ef it ; and ti 
Children av this, if by this they are atual'y brouwht into the Cove- 
nant of Grace, whilſt they breat no Law, as "tis only by atua! tran. 
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greſſion they can do this , is it any queſtion that they are undoubted 
ſaved, that is put at leaſt in a ſalvable condition ? Hehas better 
lexrned Ariſtotle's Organen thanever 1 can do, who knows to re- 
duce this confuled heap of both of words and matter into any juſt 
Syllogiſm, 1 ee indeed you are a very cunning Sophilter, it in 
nothing elſe, yet in this, that you quote Scripture by halves (I 
will not tell you like unto whom) leaving out that part of it 
which would deſtroy your argument, as he thoſe words which 
would have overthrown his temptation, You ſay, /s net Baptiſm 
ſaid to be for -remiſſi1n of (ins? whereas the Text is thus ; John 
did baptize in the wilderneſs, and preach the Baptiſm of Repe n- 
tance for the remiſſion of ſins, The Baptiſm therefore here ſpoken 
of belongs not properly to Infants, for, firſt, it is a Baptiſm of 
Repentance, of which Infants are not capable : Secondly, ir is for 
remiſſion of ſins, which therefore imply actual ſins, whereas In- 
fants are only guilty of Original fin, and that is but one, And 
beſides all this, remiſhon of ſins, there ſpoken of, relates not ſo 
much unto Baptiſm, as unto Repentance , for Jn Baptiſt his 
great work was to call people to Repentance, » thoſe bY came 
the Baptiſt pre aching, and ſaying, Repent ye, for the Kingdom of God 
& at hand, upon this account his baptiſm 1s ſtiled, The Bapriſme 
of Repentance , and hehimlelf ſaith, Marrh. 3.11. 7 indeed bap- 
tize you with water unto repentance : And as a teſtimony of their 
true repentance, he called them to his baptiſm, and not other- 
wiſe ; and accordingly if their repentance were unfeigned and 
fncere, an[werable to the outward (ign of it in Baptiſm, their ſins 
ſhould be remitted unto them, elle abide upon them, notwith- 
ſtanding that weſhing, This 15 the true intent of the place, as we 
have it explained from the mouth of Perer, AF. 2, 38. Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, fox the 
remiſ/on of (ins, But notwithſtanding what T have now an- 
(wered, I will yet »cknouwiedge, that true and real Goipe'-baptiſm 

15 tor zemifſion ot ſins: bur then we muſt well underſtand and 
had out, what this true 1nd real Golpel-baptiſmis, and wherein it 

conſiſis, for Fohn B1/71/7 bimſelt ſaith, 7 indeed brvtiz” with was 

ter unto repentance, but hothat © meth after me is miphtier thin 1, 

he |'a'! b:pt:2e you with the B's Ghoſt, and with Fire, There is 

Bavtiſms firni', & 3 05/11 Vannnis, an Outward and an in- 

ward 
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ward Baptiſm, the one of Water, and the other of the Spirit z the 
one to purge away the filth of the body, the other to purge away 
the filth of the ſoul. Now there is a wide and vaſt difference be- 
tween thele two, which are not only diſtinguiſhable, but ſepara- 
ble, and often ſeparated the one from the other. The Baptilm of 
Water is often without the Baptiſm of the Spirit, and the Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit without the Baptiſm of Water, Where thele 
rwo happily meet together in the ſame perſon, there the bleſſed 
reſult and conlequence hereof is ſure pardon, and remiſſion of ſins, 
and the final iſſue, undoubted ſalvation , otherwiſe not. But now 
who ſhall preſume to tell, as to hic + aunc (when this and ano- 
ther Child is baptized) concerning the certain concurrence of 
both theſe ? who hath known the mind of God herein ? who 
can diſcover this tnſcrutable ſecret ? But yet let me not be miſta- 
ken when Laid, otherwiſe not ; for it is to bereſtrainedonly to 
the firſt Baptiſm: for though this cannot ſeal unto us the pardon 
of {ins without the laſt, yer che laſt can do it by it ſelf alone with- 
out the firſt, All the Ancient Patriarchs, and Prophets, and holy 
Confeſfors, and Saints before Chriſt's Incarnation, had only the 
laſt Baptiſm, and ſince that time, all thole Infant- Martyrs under 
the butchery of Heyoa, had only this laſt Baptiſm ; thouſands of 
the Seed of believing Parents, ſome of them dying before they 
were born, and (ome of them immediately after, have had only 
this laſt Baptiſm: that bleſſed Babe which brake out of the 
Womb, while the Mother of it was now ſacrificing her Body in 
the Flames, for a teſtimony to the Truth againſt curſed Papiſts, 
( who moſt cruelly and unnaturally forthwith condemned this 
young Hereti-k to be burnt, together with the old one) had only 
this laſt baptiſm, notwithſtanding the fins of all theſe (and of 
all others in the ſame circumſtances) were undoubtedly remitted, 
and their ſouls undoubtedly ſaved. Though they were not made 
partakers of the outward waſhing, yet the inward waſhing was 
graciouſly vouchſafed to them unto life everlafting: this there. 
fore is that which [would call the true and real Goſpel-baptilm, 
war' ite), by way of Eminency ; whereas the outward Baptiſm 
of Water, which is only in the power of man to adminiſter, can 
never do away fin, neither can it | aſſure us of the remiſſion of 
the ſame, He is not 4 Jew who ts one outwardly, neither is that 

H Circumciſion 


wii ==IOE = 


(59) / 


Civeurtilion which 15 outward in the fleſh , but he is a Jew who is 


cnt inwardly, and Circumciſion ts that of the heart, and in the ſpi- 
1it, Rom, 2, 28, In like manner, he is not a Chriſtian who is 
one outwardly, neither is that baptiſm which is outward on the 
fleth, bur he 1sa Chriſtian who is one inwardly, and baptiſm is 
that of the heart, and in the ſpirit : chis, this only is che unerring 


intallible ſign and leal unto us of our intereſt in the Covenant of - 


Grace, and the great bleſſing annexed to it: / will be merciful un- 
to their unrizhteouſneſs, and their ſins and iniquities I will remem- 
ber no more, Heb,n.12. But now who knows, whether all and 
every one among the mulrirude of young children that have the 
b:pulm of the fleth,' have alio the baptiim of rhe heart, and in 
rhe ſpirit? Thisis thick darkne(s, and we cannot pierce through 
ir. Since therefore here we are left af wrcerteinty, though the ſaid 
children be baptized; and though they ate before they bave commit- 
ted aftual ſin, yet neter the more can we be certain by Goas Word, 
that they are undoubtedly ſaved, 

Yet for all this, the baptiſm on the fleth, or waſhing with wa- 
ter, is not an inſignificant Ceremony, but has its weighty and 
momentous ends, according to the wile counlel of him that or- 
dained it, handing forth many general bleſhags to all that are 
baptized , and belides theſe, more ſpecial favours to every wor- 
thy partaker of it, and this ſignal one among others, Zemiſſiox 
of fins, And now why tarricſt thou? arile and be baptized, and 
waſh away thy fins, calling on the Name of the Lord. But then 
we muſt carzfully fingle out who are the worthy partakers , there 
1s therefore a double worthineſs, the one external,and the other in- 
ternal : now theſe (pectal bleſſings are imparted not to thole who 
are only worthy with an external worthigels, but with an internal 
alſo. . All they may be ſaid to be externally worthy, who have an 


outward call, and areduly qualified, according tothe rules of the | 


Golpel, to participate of that Qrdinance z and among others, 
the children of Profeſſors, or the children of believing Parents : 
Ail they, and only they have an inward worthine(s,, who are the 


called of God arcarain? to bis purpoſe, and choſen in Chriſt before the 


foundation of the world : now unto all theſe, and only unto theſe, 
the Sacrament aves [ign, (e41,: exhivit, and iconvey the grace of the 
Goſpel, - When I lay, exhibit ena convey, I mean only in ſuogenere, 

according 
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according to the nature ot the Ordinance, as an laſtrument in the 
hand of Omnipotency, who worketh in, and by, and with what- 
ſoever means he will, and etfeReth all his counlels and ſtupendi 
ous works, 11 this way and manner, with never-failing (uccels ; 
as when with the blait of Rams horns he tumbled down the 
Walls ot Jerzc0, or to come nearer to the matter in hand, when 
with the waters of Ford:z hz healed the Syrie of his L.eprolic. 
You ſee theretore, that it is not the Sacrament it (elf, as it is 02 
operatum inthe adminiitration of it, but the Omaipotency and 
{rehfulneſs of God 1a the application of jt, conferring grace ; and 
yet not unto ail, but only uato the worthy Partakers, and thele 
alſo with an inward worthineſs. To conclude theretore, «4s Bap- 
tiſm is for remiſſion of ſins, tolikewile the Loras Supper, This Cup 
is the New Teſtament in my Blood, ſhed for many for the remifion 
of ſins, It was indeed for remiſſion of ſins unto the Eleven, but nos 
wnto Judas, though he drank of that Cup as well as his Col- 
leagues, yea and had a worthinels for it, that is an outward wor- 
thineſs, and was rightly admitted unto it, but wanted the inward: 
To the inwardly worthy the bleſſing is communicated, but from 
all others the bleſſing is [ulpended, 
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Among other things you lay, Children by Baptiſm are aftually jp. 51.43, 


brought inte the Covenant of Grace, Here again I might faſten 
upon you the ops operatum conferring grace, as well as you up- 
on me from a leſler cauſe: but I pals it by to tell you of another 
errourz for children of believers were actually, 1, e. really and 
traly in the Covenant 'of Grace before their Baptiſm, becaule it.is 
by vertue of their intereſt in that Covenant, that they, are admit- 
ted to that Ordinance: Baptiſm'is but an open. Declaration of 
that which before was more latent and implicit ; it ſtrengthens 
our Claim to the Covenant, but our Title was good and ſure be- 
fore. In a word, Baptiſm is as the mutual ſealing, when both ſides 
are agreed , .the Articles are drawn up. all things are concluded, 
and now only to be conſummated, by ſetting their Hands and 
Seals, | 


Children, lay you, baptized, and aying before aftual ſia, are _ p. 6.1. 5/2. 


doubrtedly ſaved, that is, put at leaſt tn a ſalvable condition, | 20- 
ſwer, After all your ſtrong Proofs and Arguments, you faint in 
your great Aſlertion, and very tamely are contented to come down 
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to lower Terms. Undoubtedly ſaved, that 1s, to be in 4 Salva: 
ble condition, You are like the wiſe Steward, who inſtead of 
an Hundred Talents willed the Debtor to v rite down Fitty, 
U ndoubtedly ſaved, and to be put into 4 Saluable condition, are 
no Synonyma's , for the laſt is far ſhort trom an Equipolency ro 
the firſt, There is a vaſt difference berween a Nor peſſe non 
' e4vere, and a prſſe non mori, between a neceſlary enjoyment 
of life with the utmoſt ſecunty from death, and the moſt pol- 
ſible yea probable attainment of life, cum formidine contrarij, 
with the hazzard of the contrary. Of thele two, Undoubtedly 
ſaved is the firſt, and 4 Salvable conditionis the laſt, You know the 
Proverb, A bird in the hand. Undoubtedly ſaved is a Ship arrived, 
put in and ſafely come to ſhore, paſt all danger ; a Sa/r able condition 
1s 2 ſhip far off on the main: Thongh the be a ſtout and ſtrong builr 
Veſfe}, with all her Tacklings firme and compleat, and in a good 
and likely way to make a profperous Voyage yet ſhe may milcar- 
ry and periſh in the deep. Your prripirale therefore is pa- 
radox to the Text, though ſound 3nd Orthodox in it lelf ; Chit 
dren Baptized are indeed in a Salvable condition, not only be- 
tore, bur alſo after they have committed actual fin : yea (ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of the Liturgy, in the order appoin- 
ted for the burial of the dead) not only Children, but grown 
up men, committing actual fins (fins of the deepeſt die, moſt 
groſs immoralities, not to be nzmed among Chriſtians, Hea- 
ven-daring and Hell-deſerving fins, all the days of their lives, 
unto their laſt Ext) are ſtill in a Salvable condition : Or etfe 
how can they be thought to be in an hope-ablke condition ? 
You know what is read over all ſuch, when they are brought 
to the Grave, That when we hall depart this life we may'reſf 
it him (in Chriſt) as owr hope is this our Brother doth, There 
is a Goſpel without an hope to relie upon the promiſe of ir, and 
there is a4» hope, I fee, without 4 Go[pel to juſtifie the reaſon 
of it. But that remains yet to be difcuſſed : I therefore re- 
turn to the matter before us. Children Baptized are ina Sal- 

wable condition, that is in a right, hopeful, and probable wa 

of ſalvation, according td the Goſpel, For though Chriſt hat 
faid it, many are called, and few are Choſen , and though from 
hence, even becauſe of the multitude who are called into Gods 
Family continually by Baptiſme, as from other Objections, 
| | 1425/7 +OOOEAENNGETES ſong 
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ſome Scruples may ariſe in our minds, powerful enough # 
tate 87, and hinder the full Aflurance, and cerrain belief of 
the undowbted Salvation of all ſuch z yer becauſe the lecret things 
of Ele&tion belong wholly to God, and the revealed things 
of the outward call only unto us, we according to what 1s 
revealed unto us in that outward eall, miy and ought to judge 
Charitably conceraing all Infants Baptized, and hope -well of 
' their Erernal State, In the general, we have good realon to 
believe, that God will own and b'els his own Ordinances, 
and grant Salvation to his people in his own ways and In- 
ſtitutions appointed for ſuch an end. Truth hath ſaid it, Hz 
that believeth and his Bartized [ball be ſaved, Children, I con- 
fels cannot actually believe, and ſo perhaps this promiie 15 
not properly theirs : yet they cannot wholly be debarred of 
it ; for even in their infancy, the ſeed of Grace, and the (eed 
ot Faith, m:y be ſown and Rooted in their Hearts ; but how: 
ever they are afnally Baptiz:ad, which leads on directiy to the 
Bleſſing-there mentioned, and has ſuch a full and fair Ailpect 
upon the fame, that I would not be wanting of the Ordi- 
nance 'of Baptiſme my (elf, nor deprive my Cluldren of ut for 
Thouſands of Gold and Silver, and the rather becaule W1!- 
dom hath ſaid ag1in, Frcrpt a man be born of water, ana ef 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kinzaom of God. 

You have therefore my vote and ſuffrage, for the Sa/vable 
condition Children Baptiz*d : 1 lewve them in the way 
of life, while yet they are living: in vi Sa/atis, dum viatores, 
but how they can be thought or ſaid to bz fo in rermino, at- 
ter they are gone to their long, laſting, Everlaſting home 
or how you can apply this for the vindication of the Rubrick, 
is beyond my underſtanding. Jt zs certain by Gods Word, that 
Chilaren which are Baptized, dying before they commit att ual 
fin, are undoubtedly (aved ; that is, ay you, in your explanation, 
they are put at leaſt in «'Salvable condition, what are they (till 
but in 4 S4/vable condstion after Aying ? | (hall make no remark 
upon this remarkable---- but am ready to Treſpaſs another way, 
even Twolens nolens. Quis tale legenaos Temperet 4 riſu ? Ne- 
vertheleſs this ſhall be ſpoken for your Honour, that you are 
2 more generous Opponent than the former ; for you _ 
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pedly and Heroickly own juſtitie the Truth of the Rubrick ; 
when as he molt baſely and {neakmgly would have ſhuffled 
it off by the ſlight otevalicn: not allowing ic any place in his 
«(ſent ana conſent,.cthough it hath evideatly a place in the Liturgy 
and is a part of the whole, 

But then on the other ſide, I think him more ſober than 
your (elf, though he call a certain query of mine, Araving queſti- 
en : Which was this, ſince Baptizing gives iuch an unqueltio# 
nable Title unto heaven, may a Miniſter deay the Ordinance to 
any infant whaticever, it he might be permitted to Adminiſter 
it ? In particular I brought down the queſtion to a True be- 
liever, whole Child had an urqueſtionable right unto Goſpel 
Baptiſme according to the Terms and conditions of the Goſpel , 
Whether, it {uch a believer ſhould bring his Child to the Font, 
and deſire the Miniſter to have it Baptized, but yet either out of 
weakneſs or tenderneſs of Conſcience, Scruples God-Fathers and 
God-Mothers, and the ſign of the Crols, and dares not admit of 
them, the Miniſter may and ought upon that ſcore deny his 
Babe Chriſtendom ? He faith 1a {uch a Cale the anſwer is plain, 
that he ought net. Though here he [peaks without Book,l mean the 
Common-prayer Book, and againit the Order of it in the Bap- 
tizing of Infants, Whereas You ſay on the contrary in thele 
words, That odium he (meaning me) would load the Miniſler 
with, that ſhall deny to Adminiſter Baptiſm to them, who come not 
according to the Rule of the Churc5---are (ſurely it ſhould be, is, re- 


p. 7. 1.9, ferring to cdium) beſides owr Argument, "tis ſufficient he (the Mi- 


niſter) harh no Title (Ithink you mean hath no right, for Iam 
often at a loſs to unriddle you) ſo to do it, that be 15 more ſerious 
in his funttion, than ta be knowingly unjuſt, exther to thei truſt the 
Church or God himſelf, as 1 may ſay, hath repoſed in him, If a Fa- 
ther come co have his Child Baptized, but not according to the 
Rules of the Church : The Miniſter has no Title fo to do it, and 
therefore in ſuch Circumſtances will be more juſt to the truſt re- 
poſed in him-than to Baptize the ſaid Child. If this be not the 

urport and intention of your words, you ſpeak unintelligib- 
y: but if they be, you fight againſt your fellow Souldier, yea 
and againſt Truth it ſelf, Shall we obey God or Man ? Chriſt 


hath taid, G2 «nd ai{ciple all Natons, Baptizing them in the name 
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of the Father, &c. and among others,!the Children of believing | 
profeſſing Parents, ſimply becauſe they are'ſo: This is the True ; 
Goſpel truſt put into the hands of Goſpel Miniſters , well, bur 4 


the Church or man commands, to- Baptize them with God-Fa- ' 
thers and God Mothers, and the ſign of the Croſs, meer accidents 4 
and acceſſorits, forreign from'the Nature and Eflence of Bap- ; 


tilm, but only invented and impoſed from Humane Tradition ' 
which theretore ſome weak and Scrupelous believers, queſtion ; 
and fear as a profanation of that Holy Ordinance, and accor- 
dingly dare not (o addre(s themſelves with their Children un- 
to Baptiſm. But now ſhall their Babes upon this account be 
denyed their birth-right ? Shall they be denyed a priviledge (0 
excellent and {vo Yeſirable? Shall a pitiful order of the Church p 
in Compariſon over-rule and obtain? Shall it be heeded and ' 
obſerved by the Miniſter more than the Repie p/aciza of heaven - 
it ſelf? God' forbid. y 
I Objected againſt the order for the burial of the dead, be- . 
cauſe what is there (poken to God and man, though ofren at 4 
; the interment of the worlt of -{inners, is ſpoken of them as 
' if they had been Saints. and molt devout Holy perions, and 
their Souls then in a late and happy State. For brit the Con- | 
gregation by the mouth of the Miniſter ſpeaks as it were to « 
themſelves one to a7other, conceraing the party decealed, For- ' 
| almuch as it hath pleaſed Gol of his preat mercy to tate unto : 
himſelf the Soul of our dear brother, He is a Brother, a deor 
Brother, his Soul 15 now taken by God, taken 1a mercy, 10 great 
mercy, and it is taken to himielf, And then when Corps is 
put into the Grave, he continues his ſpeech in theſe words, we 
therefore commit his body to the ground, ina lure and c:rtann hop: 
of the Reſurretion td Eternal life, Then Szcondiy the Conegre- 
gation, 41 the cloſe of the Office, by the mouth of the Aaſinifter, 
ſpeats unanimoully to God, we meekly be ſeech the O Father, to raiſe 
ws from the death of fin to the life of righteouſneſs , that when 
we {ball depart this life we may reſt in \im, Chriſt [elus, «5 our 0 
hope is this our Brother 40th, What can be ſaid more, if the 
moſt Holy Martyr, or confefſour, if Stephen againtwere carcied to 
his Burial? Let him be a Vava!, a Cain, a Tudas, vet here is 
(if I might uſe the Word) his Apotheofis, his enthronization 
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among the Crowned in Celeſtial glory. You lay, have only this to 


Nig 74.15. ſay, That it is in the judgment of Charity we pronounce this of all, 


« #" 


Ianſwer, Charity with judgment, is a gracious Excellency, 
but without judgment,it is the greateſt abſurdity,and nothing elle 
but the vain. opinion of an over-pittiful ſimplicity. But if Cha- 
rity be with judgment,  thea it muſt have ſome Rule of judg- 
ing: and if the right Golden Rule, then this Rule isthe Word, 


for I know no other ; Now if Charity hath this Golden Rule | 


of the Word to judge by, then Charity can have no hope 
tor ſome (many) flagitious abominable ſinners, (© living and fo 
dying, when they are brought to be buried , as ſuppole two 


| Hedtors filling out, and fighting for a Miſs, and both killing 


one another in the place z or let it be one of them : which 
happens too too often : ſuppole ſome High-way Gentlemea in 
the very Act of Robbery, thot down ſtark dead the ſame mo- 
ment by the Honeſt Traveller, and thus I might inſtance in 
many like Caſes. Here, if we will [peak ſoberly and accord- 
ing to Truth, we can have no hope : nothing being written 
in the whole Bible, from end to end, to ground the. leaſt of 
any ſuch hope upon. Here to mention, whit happened to the 
Thirf upon tbe Croſs, ana what may be the aealings of God with 
the molt profane wretch at the laſt Minute, a5 you do ; and 
what may betall the moſt profligite perlons, inter pontem & 
fontem, as tome others, is a vain execule, and cannot afford 
the leaſt ſhew or ſhadow of a juſt Apology. As for the 
Thicf upon the Croſs, a wondertul A& of mercy was exten- 
ded to him at the laſt, by an extraordinary priviledge, ar an 
extraordinary occaſion z but withal we know what a wonder- 
tul extraordinary Teſtimony he gave of his Faith, and of the 
Change of his heart before expiration, The order for the bu- 
rial ot the dead, might have been proper enough at his in- 
terment : but would it allo have becn as proper at the inter- 
ment of the other his Copartner in ſin ? Had he ſuffered in 
Ergiana ((uppoling all things then as now) he might have then 
been buricd according to Liturgy, For I fee none elle exclu- 
ded, but the un,aptized, Excommunicate, aud la9ing violent bands 
upon themſclues,, and yet even thele alloupon your grounds may 
equally be admitted ro Chriſtian buris! , 1 am ſure the firſt of 
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them, the unbaptized, may upon far better ; and as for the worlt 
of the other, who knows how gracious God may be in his deal- 
ings with them in the laſt Minute ? Who knows? None can know : 
and becauſe none can know, therefore none can hope : for hope 
without knowledge 15 a mcer Nullity, As for what we know con- 
cerning ſuch abominible wicked workers (if we believe the 

Holy Scripture, which faith, Veirher Fornicators, nor [40/aters, nor 

Adulterers,nor Thieves, nor Covetous, wor Drunk ards,nor revilers, 

nor Extortioners (ball ever inherit the Kingdome of God , which 

ſaith, without regeneration and holineſs no man [hall ſee the Lord, 
and every where to the like purpole) it ſpeaks their conditi- 
on deſperate and damned; and therefore with ſilence, but with- 
out hope, we muſt leave them wholly to the diſpoſition and 
determination of God their judge. And this alſo you ſeem to 
to acknowledge and concede : for in making good thoſe words, 

ſince it hath pleaſed God of his great mercy to take unto bim- a 

| ſelf »--YOU lay, That it is not neceſſary the words in great Mer- F, 
cy ſhou!d refer to the Perſons taken away, for' it may be mercy, p. 7.1. 17/; 
and 4 great mercy, to them who ſuffered by their injury, or ill | 

| pra ſuppoſing them to be ſuch in whom no ſhew of goodneſs 
did appear. I aniwer, I thank you heartily for this new No- 
'tion, which never before came upon ay imagination of my 
thoughts, nor perhaps of any other: ſo that you may ſay in . 

' a boaſt as Zabbare! (if I hit right upon his name) Ego primus 

| hoc inveni, Verily the Gens Togsta, | mean all of the Clergy, 

' are much your Debtors, anF1 hope in gratitude will highly 
extoll the acumen of your wit, and the pregnancy of your in- 
vention. For a recompence, Ithink my felt bound to tell you 
a ſtory, which this rare piece of Fancy of yours brought fel 
into my remembrance. In thole days (when the Book of ſports 3 
and paſtimes, as Lawful and expedient to be indulged to youth, 3 
and fit to be exerciſed on the Lords day) was commanded to 
be publiſhed, and accordingly was read in moſt Congregati- 
ons ; Deas bove | What are the beſt of men, the Tribe ot L-- 
wi, the Sons of ths Church themſelves, when they come to 
be Tryed ! Yet there were ſome of them Non-conformiſts to 
the reſt, who neither could nor would do what was then re- 

uired, what ever they (ſuffered. One of them a moſt wor:-. b 
os Preacher, was deſired by ſome of = Chief Pariſhoners to f. 
viſit p 
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ſon, who neglected his dre(s, but cheriſhed the Hair of his 
face and beard at a ſtrange rate) to do this good turn for 
$ him : who by the like Crotchet of an extraordinary fancy was 
| ready at their ſervice, and made no bones of it. He comes 
therefore, and appears in the Desk, after the manner of ſome 
Wild Satyr out of a Wood, and for the better grace of the 
; matter, what he ſpake was with a Twanging Tone out of 
his Noſe. Well, he lets upon the Sr__ of the work, 
and reads over the Book of Sports diſtintly and audibly : but 
when he had done, he added as followeth, Beloved Brethren ! 
Here the King gives you liberty to play on Sundays, and to 
exerciſe youth in vain ſports and paſtimes, which to do is a pro- 
1 fanation of the Sabbath, and a breach of Gods Holy command- 
| ment : but now, brethren ! do you underſtand the Kings mind, 
;h and his true intent and meaning herein ? Why, 1 will tell you, 
| my brethren ! a Father has a ſtubborn rebellious Child, and he 
ſees his Temper, and ſpirit from time to time, aukward and 
R crols to do any thing he is bidden, but rather more reſolved 
and forward to do the contrary , wherefore the Father, when he 
| would have any thing done by this perverſe and froward boy, 
forbids him the doing of it: but what indeed he would nor 
have done, he charges him to doit. Thus 1a like manner, my bre- 
thren! Our good and gracious King has commanded us to ob- 
ſerve the S1bbath incoming to Church, and in a Religious ſer- 
ving and Worthipping of God, by many good preceeding Laws, _ 
and Orders for that end and purpoſe : bur ſtill ſuch is our con- 
tumacy and wickednels, that we drink and play, and have our 
Dances and Revels on that bleſſed day, in a ſhimeful manner : 
wherefore he ſeeing our perverſe Rebellious carriage, againſt hjs 
former good Precepts, he ſpeaks unto us by contraries, He bi4s 
now play on Sundays, but his true meaning is, that we /hoy!/4 no 
longer play, as formerly we have done, but keep God's Sabbath 
better, and more Religiouſly, this is all our good and gracious 
King (judging of us according to our wonted croſleneſs) in- 
4 rended in publiſhing this book of liberty, and I hope will follow 
Y | vpon 


” 


þ (58) 

4: viſit his friends in another County, and to abſent himſelf from 
{7 them three weeks or a month together : and in the interim 
3 they procured an Old certain Saint Fohn (a very obſcure per- 
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upon the reading of it, Here was a ſtrange unexpeded, and 


unlooked for enucleation of the mind of the, King, as now yours 
1s of the words of the Liturgy. When I heard this relation 
firſt, I was hugely pleaſed with it : and ſaid, it was pity ſome 
Courtter had not not acquainted the King with it ; who certain- 
ly would have rewarded this rare interpreter with a Dean's or 
Prebend's place, for his eminent underſtanding and lervice here- 
in: | with you the ſame ſuccels in your parallel Atchievemen: 
But in the interim we muſt confider, whether thole words :- 
great mercy can admit of any ſuch avulſion from the words 
following, which relate unto the dead,to bean Apoſtrophe to them 
that are /iving? Let us read them and weigh them, For as mach 
4s it hath pleaſed God of his preat mercy, to take to himſclf the 
Soul of our dcar brother here departed, &c, Therefore the perſon 
here ſpoken of cannot be (as you would ſuppoſe him) a man of 
an 1/7 example, an injurions proſon, and in whom no [hew of good- 
neſs did ever appear, tor he 1s a brother, a dear brother, and his 
Soul now taken to God and accordingly theſe words,in great zrer- 
cy, muſt refer unto himſelf the perſon taken away, and not un- 
to others ; unto whom this his being raken away, was rather 
in judgment, and for Corre&tion, by the lo(s of tuch a dear bro- 
ther. Notwithſtanding procure 4 Rubric to confirm” your in- 


pe 71.19, 


terpretation, for until then (according to your own /oct) I may p. 3.1. 5. ! 


not believe it : but when I ſhall ſee thit once afhxed, let the 
turning of thele words, i» great mercy, from the dead to the liv- 
ing, be proper or improper, it ſhall be all one in the Caſe ; for 
your ſenile of them ſh1]l be moſt authentick with me. 

You have yet another Salve for the ſore place, to juſtife this 


laſt Office for the dezd, in theſe words,, Vor hate 1 ever thouprht p. 7.1 24. 


the perſon Officiating, cb/rord touſe this form of burial: intirely in 
all Caſes----ſomerhing I comcerve may ve left to the diſcretion: 
of the Prieſt, eſpecially with the advice of his Ordinary, &c, Your 
meaning plainly is this, that you may leave out ſome part of 
what is appointed to be read for the burial of the dead, if the 
perſons buried be not ſubjects proper for it, but utterly the con- 
trary. As for Example, if the perfon to be buried, has been a 
notorious fligitious offender from firſt 10 13ſt, then after your own 
dbſcretion, eſpecially with the aavice 4 your Orainanry, P_ 
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leave out the words, in great mercy, and to bimſelf acar, and take 
C1 the like, and read only thus, Foraſmuch as it hath pleaſed God uſal 
pu to take the Soul of onr brother, we therefore commit his body, COu 
# &c, Thus likewiſe in the cloſe, you may omit thoſe words, ply 
as our hope is this our brother doth, and read it thus, That when mal 
we /hall depart this life, we may reſt in him, and at the general fer 
' Re [urrellion be found acceptable in his ſight, &c. Wa 
[ Anſwer, It would be well, if the Miniſter might thus be in : 
| left to his ewn diſcretion, ſuppoſing all parties agreed, and that and 
there would be no ſcandal in the Caſe, which I look upon as pro 
an impoſſibility, For put the Caſe, after you have declared your has 
unfeizned Ajſent and Conſent to all and every thing contained wa 
in the book of Common-prayers, before the face of God, and you 
the Congregation, one of them ſhould immediarely ſtep forth W 
and lay, Sir do you like and, approve of all, and every thing me 
contained in, and preſcribed by the order for the burial of the x 
* dead? E're long your Office will call you to bury as curſed, ſel 
Reprobate wretches as ever breathed , for too too many ſuch rhe 
are among us. Do you think it lawtul and expedicnt to ſtile e- hu 
very one of that ſort, dear brother ? can you then with a good } mi 
4 Conlcicnce lay, Gd in great mercy hath taken his Sonl to him- | th 
ſelf? Or can you exprels your hope before God, even ſure axd pr 
certain hope, of his reſting in Chri?, and ctetnal nappinels ? W 
| What now will you an{wer to his Queſtions? will you bring h3 
1 in your laſt mentioned plea, and think to help and juſtifie your an 
jelt by it ? Will you replie thus, Friend, I have indeed in your Is 
hearing, as in the hearing of the whole Congregation, de- te 
clared my unſeipned aſſent and conſent to all, and every thing ry 
contained in, and preſcrived by the book of Commoz-prayer, and or 
by conſequence, as you jultly infer, zo a! and every thing ap- fe 
pointed for the burial of the dead ; but yet you mult know, I , bu 
have a mental reſervation according to my own diſcretion; and ly 
belides, my Ordinary, though I have avouched I will do this and m 
that, has given me 4 ſecret Licence, to leave it undone in ſuch and 0} 
ſuch Caſes , and in this very Caſe in particular about burying the - of 
: dead , and therefore when [ ſhall judge it meet and neceſſary, ra 
: [ will omit ſeveral Expreſſions, when they ſhall not be proper ir 
, nor applicable to the perſons to be buried, or at leaſt [ w7 m 
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take the words in a contrary ſenſe, according to what they are 
ulally taken? ſhould this be your anſwer ? but with what forehead 
could you utter ic ? How quickly might the faid perſon re- 
y upon you, to your ſhime and confution, in this or the like 
manner ? Belike, Sir, though you have declared your »n- 
eigned ajſent ana conſent to all, and every thing contained in and 
preſcribed by the book of Common-prayer, you have but jugled 
in all you have declared; you have your private relervations 
and exceptions, and your Ordinary has given you a Licence to 
profe(s one thing, and do another ; I lee your heart and mouth 
have not gone together, bur you ſpeak and think two ſeveral 
ways. [I took you tor a good Proteſtant Minilter, but I perceive 
you area meer ſelvite : an /ye/and, a Gavan can do no more, 
What way you could devile, to free your (elf from this impeach- 

ment, 1s altogerher beyond my thoughts, 
Sir, You well obſerved a certain lort of Miniſters among your 


ſelves, pitiza in th:ir Non conformity, as dving, good men, what p.41. 5. 


they wou'd not do, i” they were wot forced to it, and therefore they 


huddle up 4»4 curtail the prayers, and (hew indultrioully by the 


manner of performance how little they like and approve of what 
they do, This what you ſay, I have heard my (elf ipoken 1n their 
praiſe, and themlelves much commended tor it ; but I have al- 
ways thought them (o far from being worchy of praiſe, that I 
have eſteem'd them moſt Forthy of cenſure 2nd condemaation ; 
ard my heart has rilca again{t them bevon(d all others, This 
is wretched ſimulation, and a bile pitiful di/guiſe, Surely at- 
ter / had aeclared my unfeizned aſſent ana conſent to all and ece- 
ry thing contained in the Liturgy, before the whole Congregati- 
on, I would be faithful ro mine own word, and juſtitie my pro- 
feſſion by a conſonant practice: I would not curtail tbe prayers, 
bur hav2 the Courage before all the world to read them diftint- 
ly and reverently, and do-alin a molt ample manner, as the 
matter did require, (corning «ucupare famam, to get the gocg 
opinion of any, by ſhzwing my felt an Hypocrice. And thus, 
Sir, it ſhould be with you in your own concern, after jour 4ecl2- 
ration, it behoves you to be True unto it in every lota 3nd Title, 
frankly, roundily, and entirely coming up to the ſull pzrfitr- 
mance of it, and of all and every thing required by it, yea eveh 
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in the o-4ey jor the burial of the dead, any word, phraſe, exprel- 
ſion, cr paſhge therein 1n any wile notwithitanding, 

Moreov », *clides this Scandal (arifing from your laſt contri- 
vance of ..caring your leit}-2weric yet mighr tullow in the e- 
ven. and iffue:; even ſometimes to the peril and danger of your 
life, f,ouid you inceed do, as you lay you have /45erty ,, thar is, 
1hould you leave out thole words, phralcs, and exprefiiors, where- 
in the piety and felicity of the party deceaſed is fignitied and 
declared,it would never be endured : Suppoſe the perſon interred, 
ſome Lord, Knight, or Gentleman, a Perion, of worth I can- 
not ſay, but of wealth and quality, though in the time of his 
lite, he was never {o wicked and ungodly, yet now that he is 
dead, he muſt be reputed a worthy good man in all kinds, and 
nothing thought or {aid amilſsof him: a pompous Funeral 1s pre- 
pared tor him, and his friends with much folemnity, follow the 
Bier, expecting for him the due and accuſtomed Honour of 
Chriſtian burial, and that every word be there ipoken over hin 
by the Miniſter in the very form and manner as it 1s preſcri- 
bed ; if therefore you (hall preiume to take your liberty, and 
uſe your diſcretion to skip over any thing in the Sepulture of 
him, which of others you do not ; it will be taken as an at- 
front, and an unpardonable Treſpaſs by his then preſent Rela- 
tions ; and fo perhaps ſome Son, brother, or fellow Hector, ſhall 
be ready to tumble you into the Grave after him, or offer ſome 
other abule, to your great miſchizf and evil, Yea the meaneſt 
will not cnadure fuch a Reproachful RefleEyon upon their Rela- 
tions, but will hate you for it 1n their hearts. You lee there- 
fore this ſtratzgem of /caving ont at aiſcretion will Challenge 
vour dilcretion, but never do your work. And conſequently as 
things are now ordered in the Liturgy, and as you have wnfeign- 
edly aſlented and tonſented torhem an the declaration, you muſt 
be again and again a Tranſgreſſour either ro God or man, in the 
burials of the dead. Bur, 

You fav, Tre Church muſt frame ber Offices to ſuit thoſe, who 
are her veal Members, | anſwer, Here is the wildom of the 
Church ro frame all her Offices and Services in ſuch a manner 
as may be furtheſt from all Scandal in one kind or other, and 
count that mo{t ſutable, that is moſt conducible to tuch an 

end, 
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end, To-ſpeak therefore about the Office for the burial of 
the dead, It is known upon matter of fat, that «a” mz 
have not Faith, *'Tis known that molt, who are named Pro- 
feſlors, and live in Church-Communion, are yet Gracelels, 
Chriſtlels perions ; and in this wretched woful condition 
0 commonly out of the World, Shall it now notwith- 
fandin be thought [uitable and ſeemly, in the burying of 
all theſe, to ſpeak of them, -as if they were Saints, and true 
ſincere approved Diſciples of Chriſt ? Surely, Sir, if you 
would freely declare = mind from the unprejudiced ſen- 
timents of an unforeſtalled judgment, you muſt needs bring 
in your Negative, and ſay, Jt is far from being ſuitable, 
bat rather inſuffer «ble, What therefore of help and reme- 
dy ſhall be found in the Caſe ? Surely merhinks ſome | 
forme of words in general, concerning death, and judsment, / 
and the other world, with good and wholſome prayers | 
correſponding, and to the ſame purpoſe, might be to con- 
trived (for the edification of the hearers, without intermed- 
ling at all wich the particular condition of the party 
deceaſed, cither to his praiſe .or diſpraiſe) that no juſt 
* offence might be eicher given or taken by any. This is 
the ſudden and extempore effuſion of my Pen in this mat- 
ter. Until ſome ſuch Courſe be taken, I am well pleaſed 
that I have no call to bury the dead, nor can I, yebus [cp <1 21 
{tantibus, ever declare my wnfeigned aſſent and conſent un- 
to them, 
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A POSTSCRIPT. 


Have yet two Queries to propound to mine Opponents, 
[| to each of them their queſtion, and 1vT hall take my leave 
of them tor the preſent, 

You thereture, Sir, who appeared firſt againſt me, highly 
app'aud the writings of the Apochrypha, and plead much for 
the verity of them in themſelves, and the uletulneſs of them 
as to the reading of them to the people ; for you lay, Few Pro- 


p.10.1.16 reſkant writers of any note, (I would you had named {ome of thoſe 


noted men) but have commended, at leaſt have allowed of the 
reaaing of them ; thatis, in the publique Aflembly, and Con- 
gregation, as well as other Scripture , and you except againſt 
me tor ſtiling them, Fabulous Legends, and lay, miny of the 
ancient Fathers did believe them to be true ſlories, (as true 3s 
Goſpel) and though he (A.B.) is pleaſed to call them Fabulous Le- 
gends, / never yet ſaw any Arguments to prove them Fables, 
but what would admit of a fair ſolution, and when this Author 
produces any, 1 ſhall conſider them, And you add, but ſuppoſing 
them Fables, they are nevertheleſs fit for all that to be read in 
the Chriſtian Aſſemblies : _=_ they may ſerve for intruition, or 
comfort, or reproof, as the Parables of our S$wviour ao, What, 
Sir, do you thiak what you ſpeak? What as the Paralles of 
cur Saviour do? What, ſhall the Fables of Apochrypha be a- 
vouched, ro ſerve for inſtruttion, comfort and reproof as the Pa- 
rables of our Saviewr do? Is this as a Conjunttion of equality, 
or onely of aliquality ? To my beſt Remembrance it is Aquines 
his diſtinction, and it is needful here to free you from an hor- 
rid blaſphemy : you might well therefore have affixed ſome 
word of rebate ro your word as, to have avoided al] imputa- 
tion of it, Yet this is not the queſtion I have to propound : 
but ſince you declare your mind and judgment, for the truth 
and goodnels of the Apochryphal writings, I would enquire 
of you, 

Q. What ſtrong convincing, and Cogent Motives of cre- 
dence wrought you into this perſwaſion, and brought you in- 
to this mind ? The 
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The reading of this Paragraph ſet me a wondring ; but certain 
ly; you have 4ziy49% » ſomthing hidden in your breſt beyond vul- 
gar knowledge to.juſtifie Apocryphe ; which I would gladly 
underftand for my better information. For 1 confeſs unto this 
day, I have entertained aquite different, ea utterly a contrary 
| apprehenſion of them... Among manz theſe are two of 
| my reaſons: firſt, becauſe they contain in them ſeveral Do- 
&rines,not only inconſiſtert with themſelves, but alſo repugnant 
to the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament. Secondly, be- 
cauſe they report and witneſs-many. things as really tranſacted and 
done,which (ound reaſon and common leaſe (if they may be heard 
to ſpeak)” will unanſwerably tell you, can be nothing elle but 
Monſtrous: and incredible tion, impoſſible in hature, and at 
as great an Elongation from Faith and Verity, as whatſoever was 
Hatchedin the brains, or mentioned by the pens of Heſfod, Ho- 
mer, or any other of the greateſt and moſt famous of chole ly- 
ing Poets, I remember very well, when I was but a little young 

School-boy in readipg over the books of the Afaccabees, many of 
| thoſe ſtrange ſtories found 'as little ; belief in me, but that of 
one Razis, « Jew I judged to be a notorious untruth, and con- 
tinue to be of the ſame mind unto this day, For thus it is writ- 
ten of him, 2 Maccab. Chap. 14.%. 37, Now there was ac- 
cuſed unto Nicanor one Razis one of the Zhiers of Jeruſalem, « /ov- 
er of his Country men and a man of very good report, who for his 
kindneſs was called, a Father of the Jews---ſo Nicanor willing to 
declare the hate be bare nnto the Jews, ſent above five hundred men 
of war to take him:---- now when tha multitude would hive taken 
the Tower, and violeytly broken into the utter door, and bid the 
fire ſhould be brought to burn it, he being ready to be taken on e- 
very ſide, fell upon his Sword Chaſing Lees to die manfully (that 
| Is to be guilty of ſelf Murder) tbez 7o come into the hands of 
the wicked, to be abuſed otherwiſe then beſeemed his Noble Birth : 
but miſſing his [or through haſt, the multitude alſo ru[ling with- 
in the doors, he ran boldly up to the wall, and caſt bimſelf dows 
manſully among ſt the thickeſt of them, but they quickly giving 
place, and a ſpace being made, he fel down into the mid? of the 
void place, Nevertheleſs while tlere, was yet breath within him, 
being inflamed with anzer he roſe up, and though his blood onlled 
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out like ſpouts of water, and his wounds were ome ; yet he 
ing upon 4 ſteep 


him thoſe again, thus he aditd, Here Is ch 2 Concatenation of 
| rodigies, 1n this one Narration, that nothing lefs than 'a' pro | 
[ digy of credulity can afſent to any one particular of them. Ir 

is marvellous that the fall of Razzs, from the Top of the High 


wall of the Caſtle (efpeculy he caſting himſelf down violenr- 
( Y from thence, and falling upon the bare ground vr, pavement, 
K or 


of his belly, and brexth out of his body ; at leaft pnt, him our 
I; of all Capacity of riſing and running , and this through a throng 
of people, and rhefe a throng of Souldiers and Armed men, 

4 and they alſo Afayling him 'on every fide, for they were ſent 


; George, and Arthur arenot ſo mugh, if compared with this great 
; Heroe Razis, as a Gra t with” Golieh | The'moſt renown- 


i £ 


&d of ſuch Knights have lof! bats + z Ecce bomints Homun- 
>. s, clones blancati quaſi lili, "as he ſaid merrily in another Cafe ' 


Sl x2 : us ». 
which will more notorioufly appear inthe concluſion of this 
moſt aſtoniſhing Tragical Exploit : for behold though his blood 
» guſhed out like Sponts of water, yea when his blood was now quite 


£0ne, and not one drop:of it teft inthe veins, (which might be- 
fall him, either 'by the violetice of the aforeſaid fall, or from 
the many wounds he had'te&eh yr the Swords of. the Soul- 
4iers, or otherwiſe , for we are left at uncertainties.) Tet ever 
then he called upon the Lord af life!  lt.is written indeed of our. | 
Saviour, that after he had loſt much blood upon the croſs, he 
cryed out with a loud voice, ſaying, Eli, Eli, lama-ſebachthani, 
and yei'ded up the Ghoſt, But this was wholly and altogether 
. above the power of nature, and therefore worthily counted one 
Z f his laſt Miracles , becauſe ou Effuſion of blood does necel- 
\rily enervate the parts of the body inſtrumental and requiſite 


ro ſpeech, beyond the poſſibility of framing or uttering any 
articulate 
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articulate voice, or indeed any ſound at all, Which therefore 
(as ſome have thought) the Centurion hearing and obſerving, 
being (as well he-might be) a Naturaliſt and a Philoſoper, did 
convince him, that the perſon then ſuffering was not only a juſt 
and righteous man, but alſo much more then, 4#=& 4-+2;, meer 
man ; for he ſaid, Trwly this was the Son of God, Mat. 37.V. 54. 
Compared with Za#, 23.v. 46. Though it is evident that our 
Saviour had yet much of his blood remaining within him, 
when he loudly lowed out (i I may ſo ſpeak with all due reve- 
rence) that bitter Lamentation ; for afterward it is ſaid, one of 
the Souldiers with a ſpear pierced his fide, and forthwith came 
there out blood and water, Joh. 19, 34. Wherefore as for our 
Razis, it may be ſaid, if it could be wichaue unpardonable blaſ- 
y, Behold a gitatey than Chriſt is here, for now when his 
lood was quite all gone, he called upon the Lord of life and ſpirit : 
yet this is no great matter, if conſidered with what is (till fur- 
ther repotted of him: For now notwithſtanding all his blood 
was gone, he fiad not only Power and yigour to call »pew God, 
But alſo to pluck out hit own bowels, ( Mk they hung very looſe, 
4nd take them with both his hands ; it is range that neither of 
them was hurt and diſabled by his fall ; and caft them upon the 
Tring. If this be not a Thumper, I never heard one in my 
- But you will object, and ſay, theſe books of the Maccabres are 
notih rhe Kalendar, neither are they appointed to be-read. I an- 
fwer, though they are not in the Kalender, yet they are.in Apo- 
chrypha ; of which in the whole Lump you are a ſtrenuous pro- 
pugnator,, without any Limitation or Exception. Nevertheleſs 
ro give you all fair play imaginable,.I will return from the A4«c- 
cabees to the Hiſtory of Tobir and his Dog, which hath its 
courſe in the Desk, and that too by order, as well as any part of 
the Holy ible it ſelf, Tob##, 1 lay, nd his Dop ; though you 
were pleaſed to flurt at me for mentioning o his dog, and fay, 
1 ſutpeſe this Anthor does not know thas the Fifth Chapter of 
Tobit zs /ef# our, (that is, out of the Kalendar) where Tobir and 
his dog are found together , yet how.cauſeleſly and weakly you 
do it, will inſtantly appear ; inſomuch that if T#bzr's dog were 
2 yet 
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. yet alive he had reaſon enough to reſent the injury with a fnarl, 
2nd not only ſo, but allo bite you by the heels, for putting ſuch 
a ſlight and affcoat upon him'; for why. ſhould you ſhut him out 

ot the Holy place, as an unclean thing ;; ſince he is admitted and 

received as well as his Maſter? Yer ſuppoſe I had not known 

that the Fifth Chapter was left ont, ic would have no more. 
challenged my knowledg or underſtanding, then if you ſhould be, 
upbraided with ignorance, becauſe you k1ow not to handle your 
ncedle,nor how to cut out a mu in right Mode & faſhion,as well 
as any French Taylour in the Town ; for what, have you to do 
with ſuch a kaowledg ? and ſo what have [ to do with the Cu- 
riolity and intreague of the Kalendar in this particular ?_ Yea, 1 
believe your ſelf would be put to a ſtand, togive a good and ſatis- 
factory account, why only that Fifth Chapter of the whole book 
....,, of Tobit, ſhould be feft out ? Why this rather then any of the 
mom reſt, which are altogether Ej«ſacm farine of the ſame leven? 
;/,,07; And the rather, becauſe if you obſerve it in.this Fifth Chapter, 


_ "7, the main plot and foundation of the whole Tragick-comedy is 
Age, in brought in and laid, as it is uſual upon the ſtage, 1n ſome of the 


ne firſt lcens. - For here is Raphae/ a great Angel of Heave 
pn» ui: 1f you have Faith'to believe, brought 1n; under the diſguiſe of 
4404 3% g ſervant, and profeſles himſelf to be * Azirias the Son of Ananias 
nee the great, by what latitude of ſpeech, I will not undertake to 
«- ».2;. reſolve, nor yet how decorouſly : for it is not uſual nor [lighg]y, 
-p-r+ that the Son of ſo great 4 man ſhould need*0 turn ſerving-man. 
0 | ing he proſets his ſervice to Tobir the Fon, 
i: 91-v, 6, And isentertained'to waite upon him in his Travail; and 


S i 565 mule a , ; . Us 
ade ſo they went forth both and the young mans dog with him, ver, 16. 


xx ze And it is this Raphael, this ſervant which teaches his young 
-7p:-%- Maſter thoſe unheard of Rarities, and puts him upon the per- 
.-/ "; forming thoſe wonderful exploits in the followiug Ats, Davas 


ds Omni: Raphael is all in all, and young Tobit is nothing without 
wn, + £2 him. Why therefore this neceffary ſcene of introduRion, ſhould 
:5:, <u,- be left our and omitted, and this buſie Davus and moſt extraor- 
£»gcl:; - dinary ſervant ſhould abruptly and ſuddenly appear, none under- 
_ ftanding from whence or how, is wholly beyond my apprehen- 


mum, . 


2 ue Ex- ſlon, I would gladly know, whether Mr. Fa/kxer, (unto whom 
peſtor ou owe much) in any of his great labours, and learned Exer- 
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citations about the Liturgy, has given us the true reaſon of this 
Chaſme and Hiulcan leap in the Kalendar? Surely there is ſome 
Myſtery in it: but what, R:ypheel knows for all me. In the 
interim it may well purple your Cheeks, that you ſhould rather 
then not twit me with"ignorance, betray your own , for though 


- the Fifth Chapter is lett out, and conſequently Tobir, and his 


Dog, yet if you had looked forward unto the Eleventh Chap- 
ter (ordered to be read) there you ſhall find T#b4z and his Dug 
again : for thus it is recarded, v. 4. So they went their way, 
and the Dog went after hem, And for the better convincing 
ou of the truth of what I now ſpeak, be pleaſed, if you count 
it worth the whie, to go to any of our Cathedral-Churches, 
next third day of Oober, inthe forenoon in the year one thou- 
ſand Six hundred and eighty, and ſo guorannis for the future, and 
you will be ſatisfied, Saint Paul's is not yet reedified, therefore 
that of we/{-minſter 1s neareſt, where it you will do your de- 
votions in that grave and ſolemn aſſembly, graced with the pre- 
ſence of 2 great and generous Biſhop: together with his Pre- 
bends, Prieſts, and Deacons, beſides a loud Chorus of ſinging 
men, and ſinging boys alternatly reſponding , you thall ſee the 
reverend reader 1n due time and place coming out of his ſeat, 
firſt making his lowlie obeiſance, with his face to the carth to- 
wards the Holy Altar, though without a ſacrifice, and there- 
fore why he {o bows, 1s not a little Myſtertous z and then turning 
about to ſhew the ſame reverence to the preſul of the quire, and 
going into. the Pew, you ſhall hear him, pronounce with a 
loud, voice, theſe or the like words, The holy leſſon apprinted, 
for this morning ſervice is the Eleventh Chapter of the book of 
Tobit , and then he proceeds to his work. After theſe things 
Tobias #$ent his ways praiſing Gd, that bad given him a jroſpe- 
ryous journey, and bleſſed Raguel and Edna his wife, aud went on 
his way till he drew. near to Ninive, Thes Raphael ſaid #0 
Tobias ; thou knoweſt brother, how thou didſt leave thy father , let 
ws haſt before thy wife, and prepare the houſe ; and take in thine 
hand the Ganl of the Fiſh. $9 they went their way, and the 
Dog went after them, 1 wonder there is no Aﬀerisk of finger 
in the margent pointing to the place, for it is Yalde Notabile , 
and then you could not have 9 eaſily over. looked it,, Give 
A 9 ; oe 
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me leave, for 1 think it innocent and harmleſs, and I am ſure 
'ris opportune, to impart unto you a merriment, I once heard” 
a your Lotd (now a great and _ Senator) whoſe Tongue 
is excellently well hung, who'to exerciſe his faculry of ſpeak- 
ing, would needs take upon him to preach Extempore (as he 
111d but too looſly,) and what ſhould be his Text, but this very 
verſe, though not exadtly repeated to a letter, but in this manner, 
So Tobit went out, aud his dog followed him. 1 remember his 
firſt work was to make inquiry, for he ſaid it was of great 
importance, What kind: of Dog this tnight be, whether a 
Spaniet, Gray-hound, Water-dog, or ſome other : for from 
hence ſaid he, we may very probably find ont the temper and 
genious of his Maſter, If this Dog were a Spaniel, then young 
Tobit in all likelihood was a Gentteman, and one who delight- 
ed in Hawking ; bur why then do we nor read of an Hawk on 
his fiſt, as well as a dog at his heel? If his dog were a Gray- 
hound, then young Tob#t rook his pleaſure in Courſing : if this 
dog were a water-Spaniel, then young Tobir's recreation was 
Ducking, 'But yet ſordaps the dog was none of all thele, 
but rather a meer Pedlars-Cur , for it is ſaid, rhe dog followed 
after him, juſt like ſuch a Cur z for as for the forementioned t 
are ſeen to be more Atery, metalſom and ſprightly chan heavs- 
ly to follow after, but Range up and down the fields far from their 
Maſters feet, and hunt after prey , and ſuch a dog might well 
ſute with his Maſters'mean condition for the preſefit, becauſe” 
his Mother was but a kind of Chair-woman, as old Tebit the 
Father reports of her, Chap. 2. v. 11. And my wife Anna 
did take womans work to do, . by which ſhe earned. her liveli- 
hood, v. 14. This and much more was his Oratory, which 
I liſt not further to repeat, and the rather, becauſe what I have 
faid already, is. indeed 'more than ſufficient to convince you of 
your miſtake about Tobir and his dog. But beſides, have ſeye- 
ral doubts till remainitig concerning ofd T#b3r the Father, and 
young Tor the Son; which how they cafi be ſolved, and re- 
ved by a true and real, do utterly mate and non-plus 
my thoughts. | | 
Arn + old Tobir the Father we read thus, Chap, 2. v. 


C.19410 9, The ſame night 1 returned from the burial, and ſlept by 


the 
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the Wall of my Court-yard,being polluted,and myſace was uncovered ; 
and 1 res not A game ſparrows he wall, and mine 
eyes being open, the ſparrows muted warm dung 'inty mine eyes, 
and 4 ag came into mine ezes 5 whereby he became blind. 
If he epr, how came it to pals that his eyes wete open? 1 
have heard this to' be the property of an' hare{Þut I (oppoſe 
it a vulgat error) and of nothing elle living upon the earth. 
But though the good man ſlept with his eyes open, how could 
two ſparrows joyn by a Conſpiracy againſt him to make him 
blind? One ſparrow could not work him this miſchief alone by 
its ſingle muting ; what did they ſecretly whiſper, and fo by 
conſear, in one and the ſame moment, turg up their tailes, and 
let fall this into one eye, and that into the other, and put 
them out together ? 0h hateful unhappy birds ! elſethough luch 
a ſhrewd milſchance had befallen one of his eyes, yet the other 
might have been preſerved: ſurely he would have been more 
watchful for the future, after he had underſtood the danger of it, 
. Concerning young Tobjie the Son we read thus, Faqs 
6, I,2, 3. And as they went on their journey, they came in the 
evening to the River Tigris, and they lodged there, and when the 
young man went down to waſh himſelf, « #1 leaped out of the River, 
and would have devoured him , then. the Angel (his ſervant 
Raphael) ſaid unto him, take the fil ; and the youn7 man laid | 
hold of the filb, and drew it to land, This was a ftrange bold *D1i-is » 
fiſh to forlake its own Element to devour a_ man. Fore? Hippo. # noms! 
potamys, faith Grotius upon the place : but it is forty to one .;,,";.; 
that it was not, ſince that kind of water-beaſt (for io it may #» « 4+ 
be called, rather then a fiſh) is reported to live only in the Ri- "rang 
ver Nile, * and not ia Tigris; and beſides it is of greater big- :-, a. , 
neſs and fercenels, than tamely to be laid. hold on by the hand jor #tin- 


ne 1 Co {| 


of any, and brought to land ; only our young Tebir'sexcepted , ggem N.. 
who had the ſtrength and valour to atchive this great enter- 1» Beilua 
prize, Well ; drawn this fiſh is upon the bank, and by the "Y"0p%* 
appointmeat of the ſervant (for here the man commands the cud; & 
Maſter) ithis gutted, or rather unbowelled, the heart, liver, and deneiber 
gaul being taken out, and. carefully preſerved, v. 4. And not ;,..,;.' 
without cauſe, for in due time they will be found: to be of id fr: 
an aſtoniſhing quality and vertue, working wonders. All the */**4** 
F Tetragrammatons$,mabvilis 
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Tetrage mmatons, Soleo- terrenss, withall other the terrible hard 


names boaſted if by your mountebanks, are not to be named 
the ſame day with them, .as you ſhall hear, v. 6. Then the 


young man ſaid to the Angel, to what uſe is the beart, . the 


liver, and Gall of the fiſh? And he ſaid unto him, Touching the 
heart and the lever, if 4 Devil, or any evil Spirit trouble any, 
we muſt make « ſmoak thereof before the man or the woman, 
and the party ſhall be no more vexed: as for the Gall it is good 
to anvint 4 man that hath whiteneſs in his eyes, and he ſhall be 
healed, This is repeated again, v. 16, whey thou [halt come 
into the marriage Chamler, thou ſhalt take the Aſhes of perſume, 
and ſhalt lay upon them ſome of the heart and liver of the fiſh, 
and ſhalt make a ſmoak with it : and the Devil ſhall ſmel it, and 


_ and flee away, and never come again any more, The reaſon of 
*this (as you know) was thus, a Match was reſolved upon by 


the Angel between young Tobir and a young Virgin that was 
lov'd by a devil; I affure you by all the faith of Apocrypha the 
devil A/modens, for that is his name,was deſperately in love with 
her; and as a moſtjealous lover impatient of Rivals, had mur- 
dered and torn 1n peices, no lels then ſeven men one after a- 
nother, for pretending unto her ; for ſo her father Raguel like 
an honeſt good man, plainly told. this ignorant wooer (as he 
ſuppoſed) when he firſt brake his mind to him about the bu- 
neſs, Chap. 7. v. 10, Ard Raguel ſaid to Tobias it is meet, 
that thouſbouldeſt marry my Daughter , nevertheleſs 1 will declare 
unto thee the truth, 1 have given my daughter in marriage to ſeve n 
men, who dyed that night they came in unto her, For a wicked Si. 


rit loved her, Chap. 6. 14. And whoſoever offered to touch 


her was ſure to'go to pat for it. Nevertheleſs to this fright- 
ful, fatal, and deadly bride young Tobit is defigned' and re- 
ſolved to be the bridegroom : but how comes he to be ſo har- 
dy and adventrous? becauſe he had the heart and liver of the fore- 
{2id fiſh in a readineſs by him, as a ſure and ſafe amulet to fray 
away the foul fiend, and ſend him packing. 1 dare he 
bold to ſay, the devil of Maſcon was not, as he ſaid himſelf, 
more terrified with the Croſs and Hily water, then this evil 
Spiric with the ſmozl, ariſing from the heart and liver of that 
watery mofiſter, For ſo we re:d it, Chap. 8. v. 1. And 

wh: 
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#hen they hid ſupped, t bt Tobias 1# wnto hey ; and as 
he went, he  Jeppod, ahep trony of Raphael, and took the Aſbes of 
ighe perfumes, and put the heart and the liver of the fiſh there- 
upon,ang made 4 ſmozk therewithgthe which [mel,when the evil Spi- 
'rit had ſmelled, hr fled into the wttermuſt parts of Egypt,and the An- 
gel bound hin, Surely this ſmoak was a moft Helliſh fogg, darker 
'than ever any from the bottomleſs pit , and this ſmel a. moſt 
(diveliſh ſtrong [mel to out-ſtink the devil, and put him thus to 
flight; no 4/4 Fe/:4e could be a thouſand part near fo noi- 
fome. It is commonly reported, that when the devil appears 
and frights people, at his departure for a farewell, be leaves 
an horrible Sulphureous ſtink behind him, ready to poyſon all 
in the room: but here was a more dreadful damnable breath, 
ſo that old nick the ftinker was afraid to be poiſoned himſelf, 
and forced to hurry away, and remove farther off at a diſtance 
ſufhcient, as will preſently appear. But in the interim I won- 
der how the Bride and the Bridegroom could abide by it ? 
; Yet poſſibly they had the cunning to ſtop their Noſes, until 
| the {moak and (mel was paſt and vaniſhed ; and*fo might the 
| devil, if he had not been a ſtark fool, A ſilly Devil indeed, 
to be frighted with ſmoak, and to be driven from his Amaſia 
with a {mel : could he not (as I have faid) have ſtopped his noſe, 
and kept out the ſtink? Could/he not have gone and opened 
- the window for a little while, and relieved himſelf with the 
freſh and ſweet Air ? could he not have ſmelled out before hand 
what was conſulted againſt him? could he not have provi- 
ded himſelf with a counter-charm? could he not have furniſhed 
himſelf with ſome rare civet, musk, or other fuch like per- 
fume on the knob of his ſtaff: by whoſe ſweet and odorite- 
rous ſent, he might eaſily have ſecured himſelf from thoſe bane- 
' +Hul andkilling Exhalations, and not-received the leaft dammage 
from them? Had he not been 4 meer fungus and dolt of a devil, 
he would have ſet his brains a work, and tryed a thouſand con- 
cluſions before he would have ſomeekly and patiently parted with 
his admired adored Miſtreſs ; and left her in the boſome, andem- 
braces of a ſtranger before his eyes, Yet poſſibly there might be 
an Antipathy, and a particular averſion in his nature againſt this 
foul fetour and venemous vapour, which therefore no looner did 
| ſteam into his noſtrils but preſently put him into a cold _— | 
2" Ine L an 
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and made his face look as pale as a white cloth, .Alas poor De- . 


| vil! What would you have him to do ?: he was ready to have 
fallen down intoa flown ; thereforche had no remedy, as ſoon az 
{ ever he came to himſelf, but to flie for his life, But whether? 

;& 6. 7. v. 3, the Text faith, be fled ro the uttermoſt parts of Egypt. From whence? 

4; From Echatane. Ecbatane was the place where the great exploir 

q; was acted, a City uf the Medes: Media is a country not far | 
; the Caſpian Sea; between which and Egypr lieth all Aſſ3ria, and | 
Y all the deſarts of 4rabi4,and the Red-Sea,and then the hither moſt 
4 parts of Ezypt, and then over Niu, #nd then the uttermoſt parts 

a of Egypt---thither A/modeus fled and took Sanctuary 1n montenis 


| illis lecis quibus A yptus 4 Lybia dirimitur, in thoſe vaſt range of 
i mountaines, by which Egypt and Lybis are divided. This was 
\ an huge long poſt, above a thouſand Miles, as I guels, in a right 
| line ; but how many windings and turnings he made, whether 
he went by the ſtring or the bow, who knows ? Aſmodeus cer- 
ſ tainly wanted his box of ſnuſh, for had he but ſoundly neezed, 
4 it would have perfectly cleared his noſe of that peſtilent whiff, 
without going the hundred part of {ſuch a tedious journy, | But 
I would gladly be informed how, and in what manner this evil | 
Spirit fled ? whether by any Magical operation he changed 
himſelf into the ſhape of any Beaſt, Dromedary, Gray-hound 
or the like? or whether he changed himſelt into the ſhape 
: of any Fowl, Stork, long wing'd Hawk or the ſike? or whe- 

ther into the ſhape of an Oitrich, and ſo by the help both of 
pl. wings and heeles together ran faſter and (wifter then any race- 

horle, ſtraining out himſelf ro the greateſt ſpeed to beat his fel- 

low ? Or if hecontinued in his old form without Metamorphoſie, | 


whether he went on horle-back, or in a Chariot, or made ule of 

any other vehicle for his more ſuddain paſſage ? well ; though 

we know not the manner how, yet the place whether he fled tor 
ſhelter, is plainly told us, rhe #ttermuſt parts of Egypt ; ſo great 

was his fright, that he durſt never ſtand ſtill nor look back 

until he was at that diſtance, and fully recovered that Aſylum, 

And yet his peril is not paſt ; for no ſooner ſtood he (till, but the 
f Angel bound him, Alas poor A{modeus, this was very ſevere after 
4 ſuch ſore Travail ! but Aſmodeus mult patiently endure it: for 
| , bound hg was, not able to move hand or foot, nor able to (tir or 
: turn himſelf this way or another ; but perhaps continue in the 


fame place and poſture unto this day. _ Put it is now more than_ | 
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high time to be ſerious, Has therefore a Spirit fleſh and bones ? 
our Saviour ſaith, ir hath not. Has a Spirit corporal parts, and 
bodily members? has a devil the Organs of carnal ſenie ? has he 
eyes to (ee, as man ſeeth? has he ears to hear, as man heareth ? has 
he fingers to touch, as man toucheth ? has he a palat to taſte, as 
man taſteth ? or has he anole to ſmel, as man ſmelleth ? The 
ſhalt make a [moak with the liver and heart of the fiſh, and the de- 
vil ſhall ſmel it, and flee away, very true : his ſmelling and flee- 
ing, are both of the ſame _— no ſooner did he one, bur 
he did the other allo, But is the devil capable of ſmel/ing ? even 
as much as the great huge ſtone (in an open ſtreet of the Town, 
wherein I was born) is capable of hearing : whereof it was com- 
monly ſaid, as I well remember, to poor little Children, That 
whenſoever it heard the Clock trike twelve it turned thrice round ; 
and it was puzling enough to them, Bur is it poſſible for ſmoak 
or any material fume to affe, and excruciate an immaterial and 
| ſpiritual being oreſlence, or put ſuch an exiſtency under the leaſt 
{ conſternation? Oh how does the devil laugh behind the curtain ! 
| Oh how is he pleaſed, that ſuch ludicrous repreſentations, and 

ridiculous ſtories ſhould be given out and credited concerning 
himſelf! Hereis the old heatheniſh Do&rine revived and conti- 

- nued under Golpel light (which teacheth us better things) of the 
Gods or Daimons their burning in love, their burning in filthy luF, 
with young beautiful Virgins and women ; as Fupiter was deeply in 
love with Danze the dayghter of Acriſivs, Apollo with Daphne the 
daughter of Pexeus, and others in like manner : So here this Dai- 
mon or Devil is with $474k the daughter of Raquel. An evil Spi- 
rit loveth her, (aith Tobias unto Rephael, when he firſt mentioned 
the match unto him, Chap. 6. v. 14. But why ? becauſe the m4i4 
was fair and witty, V. 12. So here again we have the Dodrine 
of binding of Spirits, andof keeping them from walking and haunt- 
ing,our houſes and chambers, with feveral other Ethnick poetical 
tales. All which, how they may admit of a fair ſolution from be- 

ing pure fable, and impure impoſture and be reconciled to truth 

and reality as to matter of ta, you have it in a readineſs, and as 

for all objections to the contrary you have promiſed to conſider, In 

the interim I would gladly learn what profit, and edification can 

be propounded to the _ in reading, andin hearing the whole 
Legend of Tebit, folikewiſe of _ Bell and the Dr a20n = 
DRE.” the 
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thereſt, which you ſay are fit to be readin the Chriſtian Aſſembly 2 


Shall this Chriſtian aſſembly believe what is read untothem, or 
ſhall they not believe ? IF they believe, their minds ate corrup- 


red from the truth, and they believe lyes :' if they believe / 


not, what ſpiritual good and advantage can they teap' and: 
receive from ſuch light, frothy, vain, yea 'evea almoft defiling 
Romances? bur that ſuch ſuf (to ule your own word in an- 
other Caſe) ſuch pailtry pitiful ſtuff ſhould be named and 
avouched to ſerve for inſtraition, comfort, and reproof” as the 
Parables of our Saviour av, filles me with wonder and ofto- 
niſhment, What, {ball the ng of the Virgin, ſweet-heayt, 
and Miſs to the Devil, who flew ſeveral innocent perſons in 
the nuptial chamber, leſt they ſhould touch her, ſerve as 
much for inſtruition «5 the parable of our Saviour, concerning the 
Ten Virgins, whereof five were wiſe and five” foolith, 
and theſe laſt ſhut out, and eternally repudiated for, want of 
watchfulneſs and due preparation? Or as. the parable of our 
Seviour, concerning a certain King making a Marriage for 
his Son, and inviting many to the wedding, who would 
not come, but ſpighttully intreated the Meſſengers ; and were 
therefore deſtroyed and their city burht up? Whar,' fball rhe 
fable of the ſmoak, and fuliginous ſteam from the hrart and 
liver of the fiſh frighting, and qune routing the devil, ſerve 


for Conſolation 4s the Parable of our Saviour, Concerning the 


ſtrong man armed and keeping the-- Palate, yet overcome 
and caſt out by a ſtronger than himſelf? Or /ike chat Para- 
ble of our Saviour (for fo I think it may be ſtiled) when he 
ſaid to his Diſciples, 7 beheld Satan as Uightening ' full front 
heaven ; bxltiold I give'you power to'tread on Serpents; and 


| Scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, hat (all 


the Condeſcenſion of Raphael one of the ſeven holy Angels; 
which preſent the prayers of the Saints, and which'gy infant 
out before the glory of the Holy one, ſhall I fay his *ftboping 
down to become \ fivuing man to young Tobias, or the bu. 
mility reported of Raguel his mother, in taking woman's work 
to, do z. ſerve for veproof to thoſe proud and ne of pe, 
who will not ſtoop down to the Toweſt and meaneft tervicts, 
for the good of others, as rhe i»finite abaſement of our b!:(ſed 

S4ronr, 
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$evivar, when be made” him{c!f of ne reputation, bat took whow 
him the form of a ſervant ; and when he took a towel and 
girded himſelf, poured water into 4 baſon, waſhed his diſcivles 
feet, and wiped there with the towel. wherewith | he was-pir- 
ded?” Certainly fuch companions! art not only odious, bur moſt 
exebrable-/afid accurſed. Wherefore 'what'' yourthave [here 
ſpoken and uttered, was only I hope in. a Tranſport of in- 
diſcret zeal to your cauſe 1n hand, and'that Acmges geerrils your 
fecond and more conſiderate thoughts will bring you into a 
better underſtanding. - God granc it,' Amen,” | 


A wortlor two more to my laſt Confuter, and T have dine, 


Sir, In your T:rge introduction towards the cloſe of it, 
you tak me as one 2u4lty 'of Sacridedge; and who, 'when time 
was, according to common fame , woulda have precdily ſwallowed 
down' 4 Stetple, only I could not dv it either with the ſpire 
downward, 'le/F-it (bould bave pricked my Conſcience, noir with 
the Tower downwards, © leſt the weather Cock ſhould have ap+ 
peared at "the Tip, und fhewn' how the wind blew : a very 
"_ concelt, 'I- promiſe you: Ard then you: charge the 
whole generation of Non-confotmiſts, «s meting no ſcruple of 
ſwallowing Church and” Church Lands 4 yea you lay, They 
hve "already, if they be mot belied (that'is well put in) div- 
ded "the ſpoil, and taken into their piſſeſſios the houſes of God, 
by a ' Sacrilegious prolepſix. But as for you ' and your 
party, ” eat waſh you hands in inhocency from any thing, 
every thing of like imputation, 4nd nothing can tempt you ro 
[«ch an hainous wickedneſs, Wherefore I would humbly and 
peaceably enquire: of you, 'wherher Conformills may not be $4- 
ciflegious at well as Non-tonſformiſts? or rather, let this be 
the little queſtion, -1%erher perſons may nor be puilty of $4+ 
criledve, tht are flampt with « Sacerdotal Charaiter as well as 
any other? Sacriledge in the Greek 15 {:e4-4i-, which properly 
ſignifies 4'prey or a making of a prey of holy chings, The Litine 
word $«ri/egizr: {ignihes a ſtealing of (acred things : Sacri- 
lecinm, lay ſome, is gueſs ſacriledium, the violation, the abuſe, 
the hurt of what is hallowed and devoted, From all, this 

may 
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may be a diſcription of it, viz. Sacriledge is the alienating | lev, 
and wreſting of things devoted, and ſer apart to holy of 
ſacred uſes and ends, unto other, and contrary purpoſes, Here luc 
therefore we muſt enquire, co. what uſes and ends the y 
wealth, riches and the great revenues of the Church, were aft 


given and ted primarily and principally from God bim- 

ſelf, and Mclhueily from the piety oF => of bountiful 1+ a 
benefactours? and then we mult ſearch again, whether they 
are piouſly and punctually appropriated to thoſe uſes, and. 
expended upon thole ends, and not miſuſed any other Jo 


way ? Church riches, I take it pro confeſſo, were given and an 
granted to carry on Charch work, Now what is Church C| 
work, I mean eminently [uch, but a»imarum cure, a looking p_ 


diligently to the Souls of men, that they may not miſcarry | 
and periſh eternally ? Church work is to inſtruc the people, Vs 


thewing. them the way they are to walk in, and the thing pr 
they are to do, Church work 1s by a ſ{cdulous ſtudy and endeayour yo 
in Word, Doctrine, Example, Prayer, and often renewed Ex- fo 
hortation fo Furx people from darkneſs to light, from the pow- 00 
er of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of (ins, ry 
and an inheritance among thoſe that are ſanitified by the faith The « 
of Chriſt, Church. work. is to bring people to the knowledg, = 
and obedience of the truth, ro make chem a people. fitted for | th 
the Lard, to put them in a due capacity to ſerve him. in ths | © 
world, and to enjoy, him in the world 840 come, Church men de 
therefore who reap the harveſt of thele donations, who. pol- hi 
fefs this wealth, and divide thele Revenues, among themſelves, hi 
ovglit wholly 7s give themſelves unto this: ſervice, and make | Q 
the ſaving of [par Fi Souls, and gaining them to Chriſt, | Z 
their min work and buſineſs, But now. is this their chief tl 
fudy 3nd intendment ? ts this cheir conſtant, imploy and ne- } ®! 
gotiation ? do they look upon themſelves, as 1ntruſted and | 
honoured with Church-Offices, maintained - and enriched  F 
with Church-goods to prolecute and expedite this high de- _ 
ſign, and moſt important affair with a moſt watchlul and | ® 
unwearied (olicitude? O Utinam would to God there were I 
ſuch an heart in them, but I am afraid it is far otherwiſe ! r 
Do- we .not fee great names in the Church accumulating ſi 
[zVing 
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(79) 
Going. agen &ing, even the fattet benefices, and ſome 
of th rs," and Prebend's places beſides to. the ya- 
lue of three, four, five, Six hundred pounds per . anatre 
and more, and yet are never ſatisfied. They run preedily 
after the errour of Balaam for 4 reward, O ſordid Cove- 
touſneſs utterly beneath the height, -and ſublimity of rail- 
ed winds ! but how - much abhorrent 'is it from 
the rare and heavenly philoſophy of the Golpel, which faith, 
love not the world, mor the things of this world, feed the 
flock of God----nw0t for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind---- 
and when the chief Shepherd ball appear, ye ſhall receive 
4 Grown of dhory » which fadeth not away. True and good 
Church-men thould be better verſed in theſe, and in the like 
Golden ſayings of the Spirit, than balcly to covert ſuch an e- 
vil covetoulſneſs, which 'cafteth no little ſhame and re- 
proach upon their perlons and profeſſion, What thall all 
your generous ſtudics, and great acquirements of learning, 
for which ye are renowned and dignified, teach you no 


other lefſon,c but inhiere pecunie to quelt after mony, quar- 


ry upon the droſs and :duovg of this world, and load your 
ſelves with thick''clay ! Surely you underſtand higher mar- 
ters, The Sons'of the earth; who never knew. more than 
the cart and plough, can attain to this excellency, almoſt 
as well as your (elves: conformicy therefore here is a moſt 
debaſing deformity, which'-ye, ought. to. ,zejet with an 
holy haughrinels of -dildain./ |; And the ,/rather, becaufe 
herein alſo ye are very injurious and .grierowus Opprejſoars. 
Of whom? Even of-your fellow brethren, the Tribe of 
Levi; not ſuffering them, to have any lot, ſhare, and por- 
tion with you in the good, things. of the Church, againſt 
all right and - equity. ' Ye graſp and run away with all, 
and they can get nothing to their great diſcouragement. 
Hew many ſad complaints have thele ears of mine heard 
againſt Pluralities, from the mouths of thoſe that are 
as conforming, and ſome of them as meriting as your ſelves ! 
They wait and wait till their hearts ake, even as the 
impotent and lame at the Pool of Bezheſds, for the ſtir- 


riog of the waters, I mean for an opportunity of pre- 
fermeat, 
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(8) 
ferment; but in-vain ; forno ſooner can the bleſſed Angel appear; 
any ſuch place known to be vacant, but another 1aftantly ſtep- 


med Door or Court-favourite like the _ =_ Eagle ſeeth 
the prey afar of, troſſeth it in his talons, and [wittly hurries it a- 
way to his former heap ; while theſe poor wretches lie languiſh- 
ing with yexing diſpair in their continual diſappointments. The 
heart of man is decenful, yet ſurely if I can know = thing by 
my ſelf, were I in your ſtead, I would have ſo much goodneſs 
and kindneſs, for thoſe of mine own coat and function, as to 
be willing they ſhould live by me, yea, andlive comfortably up- 
on the altar as well as my felf, according to the mind and ap- 
pointment of the firſt Donour in the caſe. I would not be an Op- 
preſſour but a' comforter unto them, ſeeking by all good ways 
and, means to keep them up in heart and countenance, and 
ſtrengthen their hands in the work-before them. Bur to return 
to our purpoſe, What ſignal ſervice do ſuch great Doctors, and 
Pluraliits pertorm unto God and his Church? what ule do they 
make of their vaſt incames and ſalaries ? how do. they anſwer 
the truſt repoſed-in them? how good and faithful are they in their 
Steward-ſhip ? we fee then rem facere PREY eſtates, we ſec 
them riding up and- down with coach and horſes jn great 
pomp and glory, But is nothing more expected from them ? is 


| we in before them, and bereaves them of their hope. Some 
Fob. 39. 18 
2 


this the 'end of the Ghurch's'bounty and .iberality? their wages * 


plainly poinx out to aclbther work; as molt neceflary incumbent 
upon thein'withodt diſpeniation z which yer they can eaſily ob- 


tain ro their great eaſe and content; As-for teaching rhe:people 
| cientious 16- 


the good knuwledg of God, and a eonſtant con 
ſtructing them in the-way of Salvation, they can do it by a 


*Proxy. It is endughfor'forne of them, to'eat of: che fat and grink 


of the facet, while others labour inthe word: 2nd dodtrines, to 
Aerce the flgek; while others feed ther... 1 But now wi ho are their 
mnder-ſhejtherds ? ' who / their [ubllitures, - and: under-ſceders ? 
many of them ſorry teeders, Cod wor'! piutul hireliogs, whoſe 
{al:ries are {o mal, as utterly to diſcourage: and cilenable them, 
from any chearful, and vigorous attending upan lacred things : 


a 


| 


" Alas fereral ©frhemare neccfiitated, to turn perry: ſcriveners wri- | 
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ting buls.and -boods, ani! ft55p to tyci fervite cthces.to patch 
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| (31) 
up a livelihood, hat reverence and honour can be paid to ſuck 
perſons by the people z which. is moſt abſolutely neceflary for 
the'ſuccels of their Miniftry ? Hob and Fohn the mcaneſt plow- 
man in the Parith, is rexdy to behave himſelf inlolently againit 
them, and thinks himfelf as good a man, as he who talks to bim 
out of the Pulpit, why ! he is but the poor Curate, and not 
the-principal man;z he is but the Uther and the School-boys re- 
gard him nor, for the Maſter, whom they only tear and reve- 
rence, is abſent andelſewhere, A noble Lord, then lately return- 
£d from his long tr-vail, among other things told me, that the 
French did wonderfully vilifie, and fect at naught ſuch jubſticures 
ſent amongſt then to officiate from the Lord Abbots, and grear 
Clergy-men, ſtyling them commonly, Poares Diables, Poor 
Devils, in ſc#n-and derifion, But now (hall :heſe be thoughc 
worthy to be the Embaſ[edours of God, and the Repreſentatives 
of Chriſt? can cheſe rule over the houſe of God ? g2n #he/e be 
fuppoſed tor have a throne in the- hearts of the people, and to 
/ Sony unto them with all authority and power ? Alas their per- 
ons are vile, their preaching vaine, and their oratory cqn- 
temptible ! Oh what diſſervice, inſtead 9f ſervice, is hereby done 
untv Chrift and his Church! Oh how are the people hereby 
prompted to atheiſm and impenitency, and lo ent thronging to 
Hell, rather than awfully awakened: with fear and repentance, 
ang fo broughr homeunto God ! wonder conſcience flies not in 
the face of tome perſons concerned ;- who cannot bur be (cnſi- 
ble, that what I now write in great meaſure is according to 
truth, 1 would not bring ſuch guilt of the blood of Souls up- 
on mine own Soul, to re1p the whole profit now ja the hands 
of all the Church-men of Eng/and put together, But in the 
interim, -are not theyguilty of Sacriledge ? Ithink, it any other, 
theſe may be arraigned for it with a witnels, and ſtand charged 
with it in a molt notorious manner. Suppole a Knight, or 
Gemleman, has a Par{onag: or Living 1a his gitt, of two or three 
hundred pounds per an» ; he puts in a Parion or Miniſter, 
but yer by ſome clancular pit and conduton, reierves a third 
of the' profits to him{elf, the Clerk preſented is of moſt approv- 
ed wilirics forthe place, and carries humlelf worthily in ic. Not- 
wi:hſtanding, if this thing be known,the Patron ſhall be ſhieply, 
| M and 


— OB —— — n 
_ 


=  —_— I, 


- 
® OY on _ 
"2  W— _ * 6 


DAE Brett ir Ido o lire or ne” Got nous AS: BA. i 2 es Gt a 
ad — Ce — —>—pe—n— = ——orm—__—_n—__— — nos ——  — — — o<W_- 

: 

o 


(82) 
and ſeverely cenſured, 25 one that hath unpardonably violated 
the rights of the Church, and bainows Sacriledge be im- 


puted to him ; the poor _ ſhall be outed for Simony, and 
another will quickly force in upon the Premiles. But who is the 
man ? perhaps ſome great Doctor, who has ſeveral Church-pro- 
motions already, but he muſt, and will have another, fince it 
falls ſo luckily in his way, Well; he comes, and according to 
Law takes full and quiet poſſeſſion ; but then he being elle- 
where richly accommodated, and pleaſantly ſeated, cannot think 
of removing, but ſends his Curate to do the work for him , and 
for his Salary allows him not half ſo much, as the true Patron 
did the former Incumbent : he has found outa Ten pound Levite, 
and that ſhall ſuffice, all the reſt muſt come to his own purſe, to 
keep up his port, and for other certain uſes beſt known to him- 
ſelf; ne s here is nothing of Sacriledge 1n the caſe 
who dares tothink, or ſpeak ſuch a;word ? No, here is nothing 
but what is right and praiſe-worthy in the whole procedure, 
Fye upon it ! How does covetoulnels blind our eyes? How does 
evil cuſtom impoſe upon our reaſon and judgment ? is it odious 
and deteſtable Sacriledge in one perſon, and notin another? can 
meerly zaking holy Orders, take away the name and thing of 
what we call Sacriledge ? can the putting on 4 canonical habit, 
put cf all guilt and demerit in that kind ? then let the aforeſaid 


Knighr, or Gentleman, be made a Clergy-man, and immediate. 


ly he is refas in Curie, and no longer Sacrilegious. Be not de» 
ceived, God is not mocked, To conclude, the Curate, or perſon 
ſubſticuted, who ever he be, that actually performs the office, and 
does the duty of the Miniſter, either he is worthy or elſe he is un- 

worthy of the place. If he be unworthy, then much more un- 

worthy you to thruſt ſuch an unable and unmeet man upon the 

people, to their apparent ruin and deſtruction, He ſaid haugh- 

tily like him'zIf, Yideris utilitas, hang gain, I will look to mune 

honour : and you fay in your actions, not-only fordidly but im- 

pioully, Yi4erive anime. let Souls be damn'd 1t they will , 
I muſt and will lo:k to my gain, and to have a good income, 
But if he be wgrthy, then the dues and profits ariſing from the 
[1i4 place, both by the Law of God, and of the Land (if pure 
jaſtice and right might nor be wreſted from its dire and firſt 
intention) 
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(83) 
intention) do, ly on belong unto the (aid Miniſter or Curate, 
= _ & his v_ z and 1 on b, genre _ 
edge, by any plea or pretext (tho (9 
the Recor or Parlon 0 the parilh) to detain thomfrom hie, Thus 
much in requital, for your charge of $4criledge, and my ſwallow. 
ing down 4 Steeple, when time was, with the Spire upward or 
downward, whether you pleaſe. Farewell, | 
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